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סדר טקס ההסמכה לרבנים ולחזנים

Ceremony of Rabbinical Ordination 

Welcome   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Dr. Jeffrey Kress

Procession    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                         Ordinees

Opening Blessing    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Chancellor Shuly Rubin Schwartz

Kavanah and Words of Torah    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen 

Words of Blessing   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        Students and Mentors 

Ordination of Rabbis  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen,  
Rabbi Stephanie Ruskay, Rabbi Gesa Ederberg

Welcome from the Rabbinical Assembly   .  .  .      Rabbi Gesa Ederberg 

Priestly Blessing  .   .  Rabbi Gesa Ederberg, Cantor Elisheva Dienstfrey  
with H. L. Miller Cantorial School Director  

Cantor Rabbi Shoshi Levin Goldberg 

Words of Appreciation   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            New Rabbis

Faculty Charge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Faculty, led by Rabbi Gordon Tucker 

Sheheheyanu   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   New Rabbis with Community

Closing Words   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen

Festive Dancing     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Everyone

PROGRAM NOTES 

The tallitot presented to the ordinees are funded through an endowment established 
by Ivan Levinsohn (z”l) in memory of his wife, Tres (z”l), to symbolize their love of 
The Jewish Theological Seminary and its students. May their memory and their 
commitment to JTS be for a blessing.

The beit din (court) for ordaining our rabbis will include Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, Rabbi 
Stephanie Ruskay, and Rabbi Gesa Ederberg, President of the Rabbinical Assembly. 
Representing the Cantors Assembly is Cantor Elisheva Dienstfrey, Senior Vice 
President of the Cantors Assembly.    

Y’varech’cha composed by Cantor Sol Zim.

Musical accompaniment provided by Hazzan Natasha Hirschhorn and puck glass.

Barry Lovell 
Gary Charlestein 
Cantor Jen Cohen 
Max Greenwald 
Marc Gary 
Ned Gladstein 
Lisa Green 
Rabbi Joshua Heller 
Arlene Katz 
Carl Koerner 
Rabbi Steven Lindemann 

Brian Lustbader 
Paul Magy 
Reva Pearlstein 
Rabbi Amy Rader 
Rabbi Steven Rein 
Art Rosenbloom 
Rabbi Leonard Sharzer 
Rebecca Sonkin 
Rabbi Ethan Witkovsky 
Rabbi Shayna Zauzmer 
Susan Zelman 
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GRADUATES		 MENTORS

Zachary Bernstein-Rothberg . . . . . . . . . . . . .             	Rabbi Rob Dobrosin 

Sara Malka Birnbaum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   	Rabbi Evan Ravski  
		  Rabbi Eytan Hammerman 

Noam Blauer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	Rabbi Micha’el Rosenberg
		 Rabbi Esther Reed

Eitan Refael Bloostein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  	Rabbi Rachel Ain 
		 Rabbi Daniel Jezer				     

Rachel Beth Cohn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      	Rabbi Michael Fel
		 Rabbi Ayelet Cohen
		 Rabbi Stephanie Ruskay

Micah Weinberg Cowan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                	Rabbi Evan Ravski  

Marc Nathan Hersch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   	Rabbi William Lebeau 
		 Rabbi Robert Scheinberg 

Jacob Kaplan Lipkin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	Rabbi Julie Roth 

Wade Jacob Melnick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   	Rabbi Rachel Marder 

Sarah Rockford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        	Rabbi Rachel Isaacs 
		 Rabbi Gordon Tucker 

Noa Rubin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            	Rabbi Dianne Cohler-Esses
		 Rabbi Jamie Weisbach

H. L. Miller Cantorial School and
The Rabbinical School
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THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

CANTORIAL SCHOOL

ZACHARY BERNSTEIN-ROTHBERG
זכריה מאיר חיים בן יעקב ופסי לאה 

ישׁׁוּּעָָה זֶֶה אֵֵלִִי וְְאַַנְְוֵֵהוּּ אֱֱלֹהֵֵֹי אָָבִִי וַַאֲֲרֹמְְֹמֶֶנְְהוּּ י וְְזִִמְְרָָת יָָהּּ וַַיְְהִִי־לִִי �לִֽֽ   עׇׇ�זִִּ
God is my might and my song, and has become deliverance for me;  

This is my God, Whom I will praise, the God of my ancestry,  
Whom I will exalt  

Exodus 15:2 

SARA MALKA BIRNBAUM
שרה מלכה חיה בת יעל ברל ואיטקה מרל

רְְּ�בִּנָָנָָה אּ�בֹּוּּ לְְפָָנָָיו  מְְׂחָָה,  שִּׂ�בְּ� עִִבְְדוּּ אֶֶת ה׳ 
Serve the Eternal with joy; come before God with song

 Psalm 100:2

NOAM BLAUER
נועם ישי בן יוסף ושרה פריידע

אֵֵין לָָהּּ וֹֹעסְְקִִים ֶ צְְוָָה הַַדּּוֹֹמָָה לְְמֵֵת מִִצְְוָָה �שֶׁ אָָהוּּב לְְךָָ אֶֶת הַַ�מִִּ

הֶֶם נֵיֵ אָָדָָם אֵֵין רְְגִִילִִים �בָָּ �בְְּ ֶ כְְתּּוֹֹת וְְוֹֹאתָָם הֲֲלָָכוֹֹת �שֶׁ ֶ ...וֹֹאתָָם מַַ�סֶּ
Be sure to love whichever Mitzvah is like an abandoned corpse,  

with nobody tending to it…those tractates and those  
Halakhot which people avoid

Sefer Hasidim 261
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EITAN REFAEL BLOOSTEIN
איתן רפאל בן מאיר יעקב הלוי ואביבה

ה“, זָָכָָה —  ׁ�שֶׁ ם מֹ רׁ�שֶׁ שָׂ�ׂ  כְְּ�דִּתִִיב: ״וְְזֹאֹת הַַתּּוֹֹרָָה אֲֲ ן לֵֵוִִי, מַַאי  ּ�בֶּ עַַ  ׁ י יְְהוֹֹ�שֻׁ אָָמַַר רַַּ�בִּ
ית וֹֹל סַַם מִִיתָָה  ים, לֹאֹ זָָכָָה — נַעֲֲַשֵׂ�ׂ ית וֹֹל סַַם חַַּ�יִּ נַעֲֲַשֵׂ�ׂ

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: What is the meaning of the verse  
“This is the Torah that Moses set [sam] before the Israelites”  

(Deut. 4:44)? If you use Torah in a meritorious way, it becomes an 
elixir [sam] of life; and if you do not use it in a meritorious way,  

it becomes an elixir [sam] of death
Yoma 72b

RACHEL BETH COHN
רחל בת-שבע בת שרה ושלמה אנשל הכהן

וֹֹארְְךָָ נִִרְְאֶֶה־וֹֹאר ים �בְְּ ךָָ מְְוֹֹקר חַַ�יִִּ י־עִִ�מְְּ �כִִּ
With You is the source of life;

in Your light we see light
Psalm 36:10

MICAH WEINBERG COWAN
מיכה שאול בן בלומה חנה ואליהו פרץ הכהן
מְְׂחָָה רֵֵּ�זְּנִִי שִׂ� אַַּ�תְּ י וַַ ּ�קִּׂ חְְּ�תַּּ�פִּּ�תָּ שַׂ�    דִִּ�פְּי לְְמָָוֹֹחל לִִי   ּ�תָּ מִִסְְ הָָפַַכְְ

You have turned my lament into dancing—you have removed  
my sackcloth and clothed me with joy  

Psalm 30:12
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MARC NATHAN HERSCH
מאיר נתן בן שמחה ורייזל

נַַת חֶֶלְְוֹֹק מַַ�תְְּ ה �בְְּ ֶ מַַח מֹ�שֶׁ יִִשְׂ�ְ
Moses rejoiced in his portion, for You called him a faithful servant 

 Liturgy: Shabbat Shacharit 

JACOB KAPLAN LIPKIN
יעקב מאיר בן אלינה ודניאל שמעון הלוי

ינָָה   הֵֵן יִִרְְאַַת אֲֲדֹנָָֹי הִִיא חׇׇכְְמָָה וְְסוּרּ מֵֵרָָע �בִִּ
Indeed, to revere Hashem—that is wisdom; to shun evil— 

that is discernment
Job 28:28 

  
WADE JACOB MELNICK

זמר יעקב בן זאב ואסתר מלכה הלוי
ן הוֹֹדַַע וְְנָָבִִא לְְבַַב חׇׇכְְמָָה ֵ  לִִמְְוֹֹנת יָָמֵֵינוּּ �כֵּ

Teach us to number our days, that we may obtain a wise heart
Psalm 90:12
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SARAH ROCKFORD
שרה יסכה בת אהרון ורבקה אסתר

ר נָָתַַן־לָָךְְ ֶ בָָֹה אֲֲ�שֶׁ ָ וּּבֵֵרַַכְְ�תָָּ אֶֶת־ה׳ אֱֱלֹהֶֶֹיךָָ עַַל־הָָאָָרֶֶץ הַַטֹּ� בָָעְְ�תָּ ָ וְְשָׂ�ָ  וְְאָָכַַלְְ�תָּ
And you will eat and be sated and bless the Lord your God  

for the good land given to you 
Deuteronomy 8:10

NOA RUBIN
נועה רחל בת משה ויהודית

בִִיל ׁ�שְּׁ�בִּ  יאָָה: אֵֵין הָָוֹֹעלָָם מִִתְְקַַּ�יֵּים אֶֶאּ�לָּ  י יְְהוּּדָָה נְְשִׂ�ׂ וּּם רַַּ�בִּ ׁ�שּׁ  אָָמַַר רֵֵישׁׁ לָָקִִישׁׁ מִִ
ן ית רַַּ�בָּ ּ�בֵּ לׁ�שֶׁ   יוֹֹנוֹֹקת  הֶֶבֶֶל ּ�תִּ

 Reish Lakish said in the name of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, 
“The world exists only because of the breaths of schoolchildren”

Shabbat 119b



Let not this Book of Torah cease from your lips, but recite it 
day and night, so that you may observe faithfully all that is 
written in it. Only then will you prosper in your undertakings 
and only then will you be successful. We charge you: be 
strong and resolute; proceed with courage and confidence, 
for Adonai your God is with you wherever you go.  
Joshua 1:8–9

Faculty Blessing for the New Rabbis

Board of Trustees

Barukh atah Adonai, our God, sovereign of time and space, for granting 
us life, for sustaining us, and for bringing us to this moment. 

Barukh atah Adonai eloheinu melekh ha-olam, sheheheyanu, v’kiymanu 
v’higianu lazman ha-zeh. 

רֶ הַַתּוֹרָָה הַַזֶּּה מִִפִּּיךָ וְְהָָגִִיתָָ בּוֹ יוֹמָָם  לֹאֹ־יָָמוּשׁ סֵֵפֶ
תּכָּוּב בּוֹ כִּּי־ כׇׇל־הַַ מֹׁשְּׁתִּרֹ לַַעֲֲשׂוֹת ּכְּ  וָָלַַיְְלָָה לְְמַַעַַן 

יתִִיךָ  כִּּיל׃  הֲֲלוֹא צִִּוִּ ׂשְּׂתַּ ךָ וְְאָָז  תֶאֶ־דְּּרֶָָכֶ צְְּתַּלִִיחַַ  אָָז 
חָָּתֵּת כִּּי עִִמְּּךָ ה’  עֲֲרֹֹץ וְְאַַל־ אֱֱֶוֶמָָץ אַַל־ּתַּ חֲֲזַַק 

לֵֵּתֵּךְ׃ רׁשֶׁ  כֹֹּבְּל אֲֲ יךָ  אֱֱלֶֹהֶ

Sheheheyanu

Shuly Rubin Schwartz, Chancellor
Alan Levine, Chair 
Abby Joseph Cohen, Chair Emerita
Alan Klein, Vice Chair

Mimi Alperin
Shari Aronson
Yale Asbell
Daniel Beller
Robbie Cohen-Millstein
Lester Crown
Yaroslav Faybishenko
Jeff Feig

Hillary Gardenswartz
Marc Gary
Rachel Gildiner
Ned Gladstein
Zachary Goldman
Ruth Hendel
Robert Immerman
Jay Kasner

Jay Kornsgold
Molly Levinson
Julia Loeb
Jonathan Lopatin
Jeffrey Myers
Sharon Nelles
Risë Norman
Jan Popkin

Eric Rosen
Saul Sanders
Andy Schaer
Liz Sembler
Deborah Shapira
Bruce Tomar

JTS Leadership
Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz, Chancellor and Irving Lehrman Research Professor of American Jewish History
Dr. Jeffrey Kress, Provost and Dr. Bernard Heller Professor of Jewish Education
Randy Michaels, Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer
Rabbi Joel Seltzer, Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement
Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Vice Chancellor for Religious Life and Engagement

Chairs of the Advisory Boards
Pat Fingeroth, (Immediate Past Chair) Center for Pastoral Education
Annette Kasle, Religious Leadership
Liz Sembler and Bruce Greenwald, William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Education
Joseph Rubin, The JTS Library
Benjamin Ehrlich, Alumni

Barry Lovell, Vice Chair
Debbie Sosland-Edelman, Vice Chair
Matt Furman, Treasurer


