5 Questions,
Adapted
from the

(COP 30)

1. Why do we so often deny or ignore what science and
traditional knowledge say about the climate crisis and
share or tolerate misinformation, even knowing lives are at
risk?

2. Why do we continue with production and consumption
models that harm the most vulnerable and are not aligned
with the 1.5°C mission?

3. What can we do to ensure that rich countries, major
producers, and consumers of fossil fuels accelerate their
transitions and contribute financing for these measuresin
the most vulnerable countries?

4. What traditions, histories, or practices (cultural,
spiritual) from your community teach us to live in greater
harmony with nature?

5. Considering that we need to guarantee diversity in the
collective, how can we mobilize more people, leaders,
corporations, companies, and nations to support just and
ethical changes in combating the climate crisis? What
ideas and values could inspire us in this mission? /
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LAUDATO SI°OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME

Climate as a common good

23. The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. At the global level, itis a
complex system linked to many of the essential conditions for human life. A very solid scientific
consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic system.
In recent decades this warming has been accompanied by a constant rise in the sea level and, it
would appear, by an increase of extreme weather events, even if a scientifically determinable
cause cannot be assigned to each particular phenomenon. Humanity is called to recognize the
need for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat this warming or at
least the human causes which produce or aggravate it. It is true that there are other factors (such
as volcanic activity, variations in the earth’s orbit and axis, the solar cycle), yet a number of
scientific studies indicate that most global warming in recent decades is due to the great
concentration of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxides and others)

\released mainly as a result of human activity. As these gases build up in the atmosphere, they
hamper the escape of heat produced by sunlight at the earth’s surface. The problem is aggravated
by a model of development based on the intensive use of fossil fuels, which is at the heart of the
worldwide energy system. Another determining factor has been an increase in changed uses of the
soil, principally deforestation for agricultural purposes.
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84. Our insistence that each human being is an image of God should not make us
overlook the fact that each creature has its own purpose. None is superfluous.
The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection for us.
Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God. The history of our
friendship with God is always linked to particular places which take on an
intensely personal meaning; we all remember places, and revisiting those
memories does us much good. Anyone who has grown up in the hills or used to sit
by the spring to drink, or played outdoors in the neighbourhood square; going
back to these places is a chance to recover something of their true selves.
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