Passover 5785: While Much Remains the Same, We Don't

April 7, 2025 (Passover)

Each year on Passover, as we gather around the Seder table, we follow a structure that at its core
has remained remarkably consistent for generations. We ask questions, retell our foundational
story of redemption, reenact specific rituals, enjoy a festive meal, and sing familiar songs.

Yet, while much remains the same year to year, we don’t. Our perspectives evolve in response to
all that has occurred during the past year—personally, familially, professionally, and
communally. Our hearts continue to remain with the hostages in captivity, and we long for
healing and peace. We have new worries and fears, and, hopefully, we also have new reasons for
celebration and gratitude. We approach Passover this year with an eye to how we might take the
lessons of the Haggadah—concern for the stranger, the importance of human freedom, and
empathy for the oppressed—and advance these values in our own day.

If you haven’t yet explored 7/e Seders Call: Moving Beyond the Table, this year’s Passover

supplement, I encourage you to do so. This collection of thought-provoking essays invites us to
approach the Seder as a call to reflect and act. Contributors include Chancellor Emeritus Eisen,
Rabbinical School student Lara Rodin, List College student Clara Goldberg, JTS alumna Rabbi
Sharon Brous, and Vice Chancellor Gordon Tucker.

I also invite you to explore recordings from our recent convening, /srael at a Crossroads:

Navigating Religion, Democracy, and Justice. Held last week, this two-day event brought

together distinguished guests from Israel, speakers from the U.S. and members of our own
faculty to discuss the challenges facing Israel today. The conversations were rich and thought-
provoking, offering valuable insights into navigating a productive path forward in a post-October
7 world. I encourage you to take the time to listen to these important discussions.

In this spirit of caring for Israel's future, I also encourage you to vote in this year's World Zionist
Congress election. Your vote for the Mercaz USA - Slate 17 will help ensure that the voice of
Conservative / Masorti Judaism is heard.
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