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All of us, whether students, faculty, staff, or administration, remain deeply unsettled by the 

events of the past month. First and foremost, among these are the more than 1,400 victims of the 

Hamas attacks of Shemini Atzeret, attacks so brutal and cruel that we still cannot bear to hear 

them described. We are grieving for and with the hostages and their families. We mourn the IDF 

soldiers who have already fallen in this war and pray for the welfare of all the soldiers in Israel’s 

citizen army who face ruthless opposition and the agonizing decisions of war. We feel revulsion 

at those who label cruel acts of murder as legitimate resistance. Finally, we are shaken to the core 

by how swiftly these events brought latent antisemitism to the surface, even in the sphere of 

enlightened higher education.      

 

Mourning in our tradition is marked by stages. Although we will never be done with the deep 

lament over our losses, we have reached the stage known as sheloshim, now that thirty days have 

passed since the ferocious attacks that took so many innocent lives. It is a time at which, even as 

we continue to weep and worry about our own, our hearts expand to feel the anguish over the 

fate of innocent Palestinian civilians who are themselves victims of Hamas.   

 

These past weeks we’ve been rattled by strident outbursts of support for Hamas and hostility to 

Israel and the Jewish people on the Columbia campus. We are grateful for the support we have 

received from Columbia University’s President Shafik. Defending the right to free speech, she 

also reiterated that “no political debate or division can justify antisemitism or any form of 

bigotry based on the religious, racial, national, or ethnic identity.” Last week, Columbia 

University, Barnard College and Teacher’s College established a task force on antisemitism that 

will not only ensure that the university forcefully acts “against antisemitic threats, images, and 

other violations as they are reported” but will also “address their root causes in a substantive 

way.” Over lunch earlier today at JTS, President Shafik reiterated her personal commitment not 

only to these initiatives but also to working together to advance common values of critical 

inquiry, respect, civic discourse, and empathy.   

 

We all wish there were more that we could do, and we can. This is why we will be canceling 

classes on November 14 so that students, staff, and faculty that wish to, can attend the rally for 

Israel in Washington DC. You will be hearing more details about this shortly. This is a critical 

and historic moment in American Jewish history, and JTS is proud to show our support through 

our presence.    

 

As we mark the sheloshim of those massacred by Hamas on October 7, let’s continue to draw on 

the strength of this community and work, to the best of our abilities for a more hopeful future.     

 


