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The Gifts of Tu Bishvat:

A Springtime Conversation
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Rabbi Ayelet Cohen is the Pearl Resnick Dean of The Rabbinical School and Dean of the Division of
Religious Leadership at JTS. She leads The Rabbinical School and H. L. Miller Cantorial School. In
this role, she works to shape the next generation of Jewish clergy, cultivating students’ spiritual and
intellectual lives so they can meet the challenges of Jewish life with wisdom, creativity, and resilience.
Rabbi Cohen assumed this position in 2022, becoming the first woman to hold this role.



When Great Trees Fall

Maya Angelou
When great trees fall, Great souls die and
rocks on distant hills shudder, our reality, bound to
lions hunker down them, takes leave of us.
in tall grasses, Our souls,
and even elephants dependent upon their
lumber after safety. nurture,
now shrink, wizened.
When great trees fall Our minds, formed
in forests, and informed by their
small things recoil into silence, radiance,
their senses fall away.
eroded beyond fear. We are not so much maddened
as reduced to the unutterable ignorance
When great souls die, of dark, cold
the air around us becomes caves.

light, rare, sterile.
We breathe, briefly.
Our eyes, briefly,

And when great souls die,
after a period peace blooms,
slowly and always

ith
seew! irregularly. Spaces fill

with a kind of

soothing electric vibration.

a hurtful clarity.

Our memory, suddenly sharpened,

examines,

, Our senses, restored, never

gnaws on kind words ,
to be the same, whisper to us.

They existed. They existed.

We can be. Be and be

better. For they existed.

unsaid,
promised walks
never taken.

Maya Angelou, “When Great Trees Fall,” from Wouldn't Take Nothing for My Journey Now (1993).

Text accessed via AllPoetry.
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“When you come mto the land, you shall plant every tree first / and the
tree shall yield its fruit and the land its produce / a time to plant trees, a

‘ A Song for Tu B'Shvat
“ time to plant and to build.” (Popular Hebrew song for Tu B’shvat)

A time to plant and to stop the uprooting. ﬁ
A time to build and to stop the destruction.
A time to love and not to kill.

A time for compassion and not for oppression.

A time for 1rrigation and not for devastation.

A time to save the orchard, and not to cut it down.

A time to open our hearts and our hands, and not to light fires of hate.

A time to look at our neighbors and see that they are people just like us.

A time to sow peace on this scorched earth.
A time to stop the bullies who ravage and uproot.

A time to choose life.
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H A time to weep for the wounded and scarred trunks of the trees of hope.

The Rabbinical Assembly of Israel is the organization of

Masorti (Conservative) rabbis in Israel. For more
information, you are welcome to contact our president,
Rabbi Nathalie Lastreger at: raisraelpresident@gmail.com.
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