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Beyond the Sermon: What High Holiday Prayers Offer and 
Demand 

Rabbi Jan Uhrbach 

Rabbi Jan Uhrbach is founding director of the Block / Kolker Center for Spiritual Arts. She brings her 
passion for prayer and teaching to the JTS community. Through her work as director of the Block / Kolker 
Center for Spiritual Arts, she has developed and overseen programs and discussions, as well as prayer 
services on Shabbat and festivals, for the JTS community and the general public. 

Rabbi Uhrbach loves being in the classroom at JTS, where she teaches courses on the meaning of liturgy 
and a course she created titled The Art of Leading Prayer. She is a religious mentor to many of JTS’ 
rabbinical and cantorial students. She served as Interim Dean of the Division of Religious Leadership for the 
2021-2022 school year. 

In addition to her role at JTS, Rabbi Uhrbach serves as the founding rabbi of the Gesher | The Bridge Shul 
in Bridgehampton, Long Island, enabling her to mentor many of JTS’s rabbinical and cantorial students in a 
congregational setting. She has played a key role in the acclaimed Lev Shalem prayer book series, as 
associate editor of Siddur Lev Shalem for Shabbat and Festivals, published by the Rabbinical Assembly in 
2016, and currently as associate editor of the forthcoming Siddur Lev Shalem for Weekdays. She also 
served on the editorial committee for Machzor Lev Shalem. 

A distinguished teacher of Torah, she is also a member of the Wexner Heritage faculty, and has taught and 
served as scholar-in-residence in many synagogues. 

Rabbi Uhrbach was ordained at JTS, where she was a Wexner Graduate Fellow. A graduate of Harvard 
Law School and Yale University, Rabbi Uhrbach served as Law Clerk to Federal District Judge Kimba M. 
Wood. She then joined the New York law firm of Satterlee Stephens Burke & Burke LLP, where she 
specialized in media litigation, becoming a partner of the firm in January 1996. 

All sources are taken from Mahzor Lev Shalem (The Rabbinical Assembly, 2010). This webinar is connected 
to Rabbi Uhrbach's essay for the JTS High Holiday Reader,  "To Be More Fully Human: Reflections on Hope 
for the Days of Awe 5786"

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/lev-shalem-series/mahzor-lev-shalem
https://www.jtsa.edu/blog-content/to-be-more-fully-human-reflections-on-hope-for-the-days-of-awe-5786/page/1/
https://www.jtsa.edu/prayer-is-hard-and-thats-the-point/
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