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סדר טקס ההסמכה לרבנים ולחזנים

Ceremony of Rabbinical and Cantorial 
Ordination 
Welcome   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                    Dr. Jeffrey Kress

Procession    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                         Ordinees

Opening Blessing    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Chancellor Shuly Rubin Schwartz

Words of Blessing    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Students and Mentors

Words of Torah    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                           Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen 

Ordination of Rabbis and Cantors  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen,  
Rabbi Stephanie Ruskay, Rabbi Jay Kornsgold,  

Cantor Rabbi Shoshi Levin Goldberg, and Hazzan Joanna Dulkin

Welcome from the Rabbinical Assembly   .  .  .  .       Rabbi Jay Kornsgold

Welcome from the Cantorial Assembly   .  .  .  .     Hazzan Joanna Dulkin

Priestly Blessing  .   .   .   .   .   .   Rabbi Jay Kornsgold, Hazzan Joanna Dulkin  
with H. L. Miller Cantorial School Faculty Ensemble

Words of Appreciation   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 New Cantors and Rabbis

Faculty Charge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Faculty, led by Rabbi Gordon Tucker 
and Rabbi Luciana Pajecki Lederman 

Sheheheyanu   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    New Rabbis and Cantors with Community

Closing Words   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen

Festive Dancing     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                   Everyone

PROGRAM NOTES 

The tallitot presented to the ordinees are funded through an endowment established 
by Ivan Levinsohn (z”l) in memory of his wife, Tres (z”l), to symbolize their love of 
The Jewish Theological Seminary and its students. May their memory and their 
commitment to JTS be for a blessing.

The beit din (court) for ordaining our rabbis will include Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, Rabbi 
Stephanie Ruskay, and Rabbi Jay Kornsgold, President of the Rabbinical Assembly. 
The beit din for ordaining our cantors will include Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen, Cantor Rabbi 
Shoshi Levin Goldberg, and Hazzan Joanna Dulkin, President of the Cantors Assembly.   

Y’varech’cha composed by Cantor Gerald Cohen.

Musical accompaniment provided by Joyce Rosenzweig.

Rabbi Gary Charlestein
Cantor Jen Cohen
Marc Gary
Ned Gladstein
Lisa Green
Max Greenwald
Rabbi Joshua Heller
Arlene Katz
Carl Koerner
Rabbi Steven Lindemann

Brian Lustbader
Paul Magy
Reva Pearlstein
Rabbi Amy Rader
Rabbi Steven Rein
Art Rosenbloom
Rabbi Leonard Sharzer
Rebecca Sonkin
Rabbi Ethan Witkovsky
Susan Zelman
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LIST OF OUR GRADUATES AND THEIR MENTORS

GRADUATES		 MENTORS

Roseanne Kay Benjamin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 	Cantor Raphael Frieder
		 Cantor Natasha Hirschhorn

Rachel Black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	Cantor Nancy Abramson
		 Rabbi Manes Kogan

Sassoon Orol Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	Rabbi Guy Austrian

Anina Dassa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           	Rabbi Felicia Sol

Ariel Ya’akov Dunat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	Rabbi Ariel Russo

Alex Friedman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         	Rabbi Ilana Garber

Rebecca Jane Galin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	Rabbi Megan GoldMarche

Justin Zvi Pellis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        	Cantor Alan Sokoloff

Aiden Eliyahu Pink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     	Rabbi Neil Zuckerman
		 Rabbi Harold Kravitz

Lara Rodin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            	Rabbi Steven Wernick

Alicia Rothamel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        	Rabbi Micah Peltz

Claire Shoyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	Rabbi Gordon Tucker
		 Rabbi Jeffrey Arnowitz

H. L. Miller Cantorial School and
The Rabbinical School
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THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

CANTORIAL SCHOOL

ROSEANNE KAY BENJAMIN
רחל חנה בת ירחמיאל וחביבה

נְָוְשָׁוּבָָה. חַַדֵּּשׁ יָמֵֵָינוּ כְּקֶֶּדֶֶם הֲֲשִׁׁיבֵֵנוּ ה’ אֵלֵֶיֶךָ 

Turn us toward you oh God, and we shall return. Renew our days,  
as of old. 

Liturgy, from Lamentations 5:21

RACHEL BLACK
רחל בת אלישבע ואלי הלוי

כְֵרְיֵ לֵבֵ וּמֵֵה׳ מַַעֲנֲֵהֵ לָשָׁוֹן אְָלְָדָָם מַַעַ

A person may have the best of intentions, but it is God who grants the 
ability of expression.

Liturgy, from Proverbs 16:1

SASSOON OROL BROWN
שושנה ששון מבית ברוך ודבורה

יוּ ְקְׁשַׁ רְַַתְִאְִוְּבֵּי בְּּהַַהוּא   קֵֵׁשְׁי ִאְִלְילָנָָאָ  אְַדְַ  כְּמַַּיָּאּ 

Like waters that feed a tree, and grow greater through that watering.
Liturgy, Edot Hamizrach: Petichat Eliyahu
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ANINA DASSA
ענינה בת רון ויפה

ים עָ�לֶֽֽיהָָ רְַַבְּחֲֲִמִים וְּבְטוּבוֹ חְַַמְדֵֵּשׁ כְָבְּלָ־יוֹם תִָָּמִיד לְַוְדִַָָּרִ  הַַמִֵֵּאִיר לָ�אָֽֽרֶֶץ 
ית  מַַעֲשֲֵֵׂה רְֵֵבְאִשִׁ

God illuminates the earth for those who dwell on it, with compassion; and 
God’s goodness renews continually, the work of creation, every day. 

Liturgy, Yotzer

ARIEL YA’AKOV DUNAT
אריאל יעקב בן אברהם ושרה שו״ב

אְָרְִיְִלְָה  יְַוְחֵֵַד בְָָלְבֵֵנוּ אְַלְַהֲֲבָָה וּ דְַַוְּבֵּק ּבִֵּלִנוּ בְִּּמִצְוְֹתֶֶיךָ  הְָָוְאֵרֵ עֵיֵנֵיֵנוּ בְּּתוֹרָָתֶֶךָ   
מֶֶׁשְׁךָ  אֶתֶ־

Enlighten our eyes with Your Torah, and cause our hearts to hold to Your 
commandments, and unify our hearts to love and revere Your name.

Liturgy, Ahavah Rabah

ALEX FRIEDMAN
אביגדור אברהם בן לאה ריבא ויוחנן

רְָָבְּא נִּ תְֵֵיְרָָה נוֹדַַעַתַ לוֹ ׁשֶׁ רְָָבְּא צְֶבְלֶֶםֶ. ּבִָּחִה  נִּ  הוּא הָָיָהָ אוֹמֵֵר, חִָָבִיב אָָדָָם ׁשֶׁ
צְֶבְלֶֶםֶ

 Rabbi Akiva would say: Beloved are people, that they were created in 
God’s image. Even more beloved are they, because it was made known to 

them that they were made in God’s image.
Pirkei Avot 3:14



6

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

REBECCA JANE GALIN
רבקה פרידה בת חוה ושלמה

 ִאִם אֵיֵן קֶֶמַַח, אֵיֵן תּוֹרָָה. ִאִם אֵיֵן תּוֹרָָה, אֵיֵן קֶֶמַַח.

Where there is no bread, there is no Torah; where there is no Torah,  
there is no bread. 

Pirkei Avot 3:17

JUSTIN ZVI PELLIS 
יעקב צבי בן קלמן שׂמחה ותמרה

אני תפילתי לך ה’ עת רצון

I am my prayers to you; Your abode is time and space.
 Liturgy, from Psalms 69:14

AIDEN ELIYAHU PINK
עדן אליהו בן דוד יעקוב ותמר גבריאל

רָָׂשְִׂיִאֵלֵ עֲרֲִֵֵבִים זֶהֶ זֶּבָּהֶ   כׇּּל 

All Jews are responsible for one another. 
Shevuot 39a
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LARA RODIN
לאה חנה בת אביבה שינא וגרשון הכהן

יִּרִוֹת לוֹם אוֹהֵֵב אֶתֶ הַַבְּּ ְוְרוֹדֵֵף ׁשָׁ לוֹם  ל אַַהֲֲרֹֹן אוֹהֵֵב ׁשָׁ ידָָיו ׁשֶׁ ִמְִלְּתִַּמִ  הֱֱוֵיֵ 
בְָָרְן לַתַּוֹרָָה קְָָמְ וּ

Be like the students of Aaron. Love peace and pursue peace. 
Love humanity and draw them close to Torah.

Pirkei Avot 1:12

ALICIA ROTHAMEL
אשר חנה בת אברהם ושרה

אְֶוְלֶ־ ל־בִֶֶּלִךָ  אְָוְָדָָם. טְַַבְּח אֶלֶ־ה’ ׇכְׇבְּ ְוְשֵֵׂכֶלֶ־טוֹב עְֵבְּיֵנֵיֵ אֱֱלִֹהִים  וּצְָמְאָ־חֵֵן 
שָָּׁעֵןֵ ִבִּינְָתְךָ אַַל־ִתִּ

And you will find favor and approbation in the eyes of God and human 
beings. Trust in God with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 

understanding.
 Proverbs 3:4-5

CLAIRE SHOYER
צילה שרה בת שמואל ודבורה

קְָָלְִנִִטִין הְַַוְתְּּמָָרָָה  ִיִּת הַַגֶּפֶּןֶ  רֹֹׁשֶׁב הִָָאִילָנָוֹת, הַַזַּ אְֵתְּכִּנֵָהָ,  לָׁשְְׁמְִנִהָ תּוֹרָָה    לָּמָּה 
קְֶֶלְִנִטֶֶת עְַמְטַ עְַמְטַ. ּכָּךְ הַַתּוֹרָָה הַַיּוֹם לוֹמֵֵד עְַמְטַ וּמְָָלְחָָר הְַַוְתְּּאֵנֵָהָ   כְּאַַּחַַת 

ִיִם. נָׁשְּׁבִּתַַָ לְֹוְאֹ  נָׁשָׁהָ  אֵׁשֶׁיֵנָהָּ לְַתְִמִדֶֶּמֶּת לֹאֹ בְּּ ּבְֵּרְה, ִפְִלְי   הַַ

Why is the Torah likened to a fig tree? It is because other trees—the olive 
tree, the grapevine, the date tree—are each harvested all at one time, but 

the fig tree is harvested little by little. So too is the Torah.  
One studies a bit today and more tomorrow, because it is not learned  

in just one or two years.
Midrash Tanchuma, Pinchas 11

 



Let not this Book of Torah cease from your lips, but 
recite it day and night, so that you may observe faithfully 
all that is written in it. Only then will you prosper in 
your undertakings and only then will you be successful. 
We charge you: be strong and resolute; proceed with 
courage and confidence, for Adonai your God is with 
you wherever you go.  
Joshua 1:8–9

Faculty Blessing for the New Cantors 
and Rabbis

Barukh atah Adonai, our God, sovereign of time and space, for granting 
us life, for sustaining us, and for bringing us to this moment. 

Barukh atah Adonai eloheinu melekh ha-olam, sheheheyanu, v’kiymanu 
v’higianu lazman ha-zeh. 

רֶ הַַתּוֹרָָה הַַזֶּּה מִִפִּּיךָ וְְהָָגִִיתָָ בּוֹ יוֹמָָם  לֹאֹ־יָָמוּשׁ סֵֵפֶ
תּכָּוּב בּוֹ כִּּי־ כׇׇל־הַַ מֹׁשְּׁתִּרֹ לַַעֲֲשׂוֹת ּכְּ  וָָלַַיְְלָָה לְְמַַעַַן 

יתִִיךָ  כִּּיל׃  הֲֲלוֹא צִִּוִּ ׂשְּׂתַּ ךָ וְְאָָז  תֶאֶ־דְּּרֶָָכֶ צְְּתַּלִִיחַַ  אָָז 
חָָּתֵּת כִּּי עִִמְּּךָ ה’  עֲֲרֹֹץ וְְאַַל־ אֱֱֶוֶמָָץ אַַל־ּתַּ חֲֲזַַק 

לֵֵּתֵּךְ׃ רׁשֶׁ  כֹֹּבְּל אֲֲ יךָ  אֱֱלֶֹהֶ

Sheheheyanu


