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1. “Only in Israel will a person drive like a maniac, run you off the road into a ditch,
screech to halt, leap from his car, rip off his shirt and make you a tourniquet, then drive
you to the hospital, and give you a transfusion of his own blood.”

Stuart Schoffman, “The Best Country on Earth”, Jerusalem Report, June 26, 1997

2. “l was called a traitor numerous times in my life. | believe that | am in good company -
many people who were ahead of their time were accused as being traitors by their
opponents... | love Israel even when | can't stand her. If | am doomed to fall one day in
the street, I'd rather fall in a street in Israel. Not in London, not in Paris, not in Berlin
and not in New York. Here | will be lifted up. When | will stand back on my feet, there
will certainly be not few who will wish that | fall again, but if | will fall, they will lift me up
again.

Amos Oz, Ha'aretz, 2012



Civil Religion: the Siren on Yom Hazikaron

The two-minute Yom HaZikaron siren is a
profound sacred moment that encapsulates
the story of Israel. Society comes to a
complete stand-still in the private and public
sphere to commemorate the fallen soldiers
and victims of terrorist acts. The siren used for
this ritual has resonance to the traditional
shofar.
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The Siren and other collective rituals that
have been developed in Israel since 1948 are
part of Israel’s “Civil Religion”.

“Civil religion” is the set of explicit and implicit
sacred “religious” values of a nation, as expressed
through public rituals, symbols, practices, and
ceremonies on sacred days and in sacred places. It is
directly associated with sovereignty and political
independence. Civil religion is distinct from faith-
based religion as it can be assumed to encompass
the entire society, or at least a large segment
thereof, crossing the usual religious denominational
boundaries. Civil religion rests on a sense of moral
unity and shared purpose.

[The term was introduced by the American Sociologist, Robert
Bella (1927-2013). Bellah was best known for his work related to
American Civil Religion, a term which he coined in a 1967
article.]

Israel’s civil religion tells the story of Israel through
the eyes of the Jewish and Zionist majority. Arab-
Israeli citizens often do not share and do not
participate in most of the practices associated with Israel’s civil religion. Similarly, elements of the
Charedi community distance themselves from these practices




3.

Reuven (Ruby) Rivlin: The Four Tribes of Israel (p.20)

“Today, the first grade classes are composed of about 38% secular Jews, about

15% national religious, about one quarter Arabs, and close to a quarter Haredim... the
demographic processes that are restructuring or redesigning the shape of Israeli society, have,
in fact, created a “new Israeli order.” A reality in which there is no longer a clear majority, nor
clear minority groups. A reality in which Israeli society is comprised of four population sectors,
or, if you will, four principal “tribes,” essentially different from each other, and growing closer
in size... the mutual ignorance and lack of a common language between these four
populations that are becoming ever more similar in size, merely increase the tension, fear,
hostility and the competitiveness between them...

Herzlya Conference, June, 2015

Reuven Rivlin: The Fifth Tribe

[Rivlin addressed the Jewish federations at the 2017 General Assembly in Los Angeles. The address took place
shortly after the crisis over the collapse of the Western Wall compromise.]

“It pains me that the symbol of unity, the Wailing Wall, became the symbol of dispute and lack
of common ground. The ‘new Israeli order’ is a huge economic challenge for Israel, but no less
than that, it is a social and ideological challenge. How to achieve a common language and a
sense of belonging for every sector? | believe that the challenge of creating a partnership
between the four tribes is one of the most significant challenges that Israel faces. When we
face this challenge, we need your partnership, the Fifth Tribe, Diaspora Jewry.”

Yedidia Stern: From Tribalism to Cohesion

Tribalism takes a heavy toll on us: it weakens solidarity between the different segments of
society, erodes our internal cohesion, and undermines national resilience... Indeed, the
controversy over vision should not be ignored, but it should not become the main story.
Rather, we must act to strengthen the commonalities between us, on two levels: first, “Israeli
cohesion”: forging areas of national consensus between all Israeli citizens, even on
controversial issues, with a commitment to mutual tolerance... The second level is “Jewish
cohesion,” which entails reinforcing the bridge between Israel and Diaspora Jewry, while
broadening the agenda of a shared peoplehood based on a common identity, despite specific
disagreements over concrete issues...

Professor of Law at Bar-llan University and President of the Jewish Policy Institute,
Jpost.com,May 2022



6.

Imagined Communities: Benedict Anderson

An imagined community is a concept developed by Benedict Anderson (1936-2015) in his 1983 book
Imagined Communities. Anderson depicts a nation as a socially-constructed community, imagined by
the people who perceive themselves as part of a group. An Imagined Community does not mean that
a national community is fake, but rather refers to the position that any community so large that its
members do not know each another on a face-to-face basis must be imagined to some degree”.

Yachad (together)
Halav Ve'Dvash (1980)
Lyrics: Shimrit Or, music: Kobi Oshrat

We will know better days

We will know much better days
Our roots will deepen in the rock
Like cedar trees in the mountain...

Chorus:

Yachad - All the way

Yachad - There’s no other way

Hand in hand we will embrace the good
That will come, surely come

Yachad - All the way

Yachad - There’s no other way

Yachad each person will open his/her heart
toward the other
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https://youtu.be/te7nUmJFZ0I?si=zX3cjN8n5Dqg9eBj

8. Yochanan Plesner, A message for 2025 Yom Ha'atzmaut

If we look deeper, we will realize that in many areas Israeli society is actually more
united than ever... 58% of the Israeli public believes that the military leadership
should resign, 72% think that the prime minister must take responsibility and
resign now or as soon as the war ends. 65% support the establishment of a
national inquiry commission that will investigate the events leading to October
7%, identify those who are responsible and ensure that lessons will be learned...
So is the case in internal issues:... surveys show that the majority of the public is
not willing to accept the fact that there are large sectors that do not share in the
national efforts. 70% believe that Haredi men should enlist in the military, share
the burden and contribute to the state, like all other citizens.

Seventy seven years ago, the signers of the Declaration of Independence gave
us a ‘Road Map’: The State of Israel was created as a Jewish State that is
dedicated to develop the country for all its inhabitants; (it) will be based on the
foundations of liberty, justice and peace according to vision of the prophets of
Israel; will foster complete social and political equality for all its citizens,
regardless of religion, race and gender; will insure freedom of religion, conscious,
language, education and culture.

It is incumbent on us to advance a constitutional framework that will be based on
the values of the Declaration - this notion is supported by 70% of the Israeli
public.

Yohanen Plesner, President, Israel Democracy Institute, April 30, 2025



