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2 Chronicles 3:1

Then Solomon began to build the House of
YHWH in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where
[YHWH] had appeared to his father David, at the
place which David had designated, at the threshing

floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
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Malbim (1809-1879)

He began...where YHWH had appeared — God
located it for David by means of a fire that descended
there from heaven. It is possible that when it is said,
“on the mount of YHWH there is vision” (Gen
22:14), it means that God will appear in the future
and God’s Presence will be revealed in the Temple

because that is where Isaac was bound. That is why
it says, “where [YHWH] had appeared to David.”

Designated [lit., “prepared”] — In that David had
prepared the place, dug the foundations and hewed
out the drainpipes and made the underground
preparations as the sages said. Since then that place
has been called “the place of David,” in accordance
with what he said, “[I will not give sleep to my eyes,
or slumber to my eyelids] until I find a place for
YHWH?” (Psalm 132:4-5). And when he found the
place he called it by his own name—the place that
David found at the threshing floor of Ornan (1 Chron
21).
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Genesis Rabba 56:10

“Abraham named that site [i.e., the site
of the ageda] Adonai-yireh” (Gen
22:14)— [First Abraham observes how
he conquered his compassion in order
to obey God. Then he continues:] May
it be your will, O God, that when the
children of Isaac fall into transgression
and evil, let this ageda be remembered
for their sake, and may you be filled
with compassion for them. Abraham
named the site “Yireh,” ... but Shem
[=Melchizedek] called it “Salem” (Gen
14:18). ... God thought, “If I call it
“Yireh,” as Abraham did, the righteous
Shem will complain, but if I call it
‘Salem,’ the righteous Abraham would

complain. Therefore, I will name it

‘Jerusalem’ in accord with both of them:

Yireh + Shalem = Yerushalayim.”
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—>What about the meaning of the Salem/o%w element in Jerusalem, especially

in relation to names such as Solomon (nn%w) and Absalom (oHwaR)?

Genesis 14:18
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And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a priest

of God Most High.




Ramban on Genesis 14:18

“And King Melchizedek of Salem”—Namely
Jerusalem, as it is said, “Salem became [God’s]
abode” (Psalm 76:3). Also, in the time of Joshua,
the king of the city was named Adonizedek (Josh
10:1). Even then the nations recognized that
Jerusalem was the choicest of all habitable
locations, or else they had a tradition that it was
distinguished by its correspondence with the
heavenly Temple, abode of the shekhina, which is
called “Zedek.” According to Genesis Rabba
(43:14), the place justifies (matzdiq) its
inhabitants.... Jerusalem is called “Zedek,” as it is
said, “Where righteousness [ tzedeg] dwelt” (Isa
1:21) ' .. . In the opinion of our Rabbis, who say
that Melchizedek was Shem, son of Noah (cf.
Nedarim 32b), he went from his own country to

Jerusalem to worship God there.
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Psalm 122

A song of ascents. Of David.

I rejoiced when they said to me,

“We shall go to the House of YHWH.”
*Our feet would stand

within your gates, O Jerusalem,

3Jerusalem built up,
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! The midrash continues, 517n 75w 9 *H23n prv ' 05w 15, “King of Salem—R. Isaac ha-bavli said that he

was born circumcised” [ shalem = “whole, complete”].




As a city united,

“to which tribes would make pilgrimage,
the tribes of YAH, —

as was enjoined upon Israel—

to praise the name YHWH.

>There the thrones of rulership stood,

thrones of the house of David.

®Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May those who love you be safe.

’May there be peace within your ramparts,
safety in your citadels.”

8For the sake of my kin and friends,

Let me pray for your peace.

°For the house of YHWH our God,

I seek blessing for you.
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Masekhet Derekh Eretz. Pereg shalom, halakha 20

Rabbi Joshua b. Levi said, the Holy One said to
Israel, although you caused me to destroy my
house and exile my children, seek her well-
being and I will take pity on you, as it is
written, “Pray for the well-being of Jerusalem,”
and it says, “Seek the welfare of the city,” (Jer
29:7), and it says, “May there be well-being
within your ramparts, peace in your citadels,”
and it says, “For the sake of my kin and friends,
I pray for your well-being.” To whomever loves
peace and pursues peace, proffers peace, and

responds with peace, the Holy One grants this
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world and the world to come, as it is said, “But
the lowly shall inherit the land, and delight in
abundant well-being” (Psalm 37:11).
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Commentary of David Qimhi (1160-12

to Psalm 122 (exc.

[1] This psalm is an utterance of the exiles.
Because of their great yearning for the
rebuilding of the Temple, they recall the
pilgrimages, adopting the tone of their ancestors
who lived in the time of the Temple. It says, “I
rejoiced” [in the singular] because each and

every person says “I rejoiced.”

[3] “Jerusalem built up”—The exiles say, when
Jerusalem was built, the shekhina was within
her. How praiseworthy it was! Where will you
find another city like it, where the whole
community of Israel was joined together three
times each year? Who has seen a city such as

that city?

[4] “To which tribes would make pilgrimage”—
The twelve tribes would ascend there, the tribes
of God, followers of God’s commandments, and
Jerusalem would contain them all. That proved
to Israel that God had elected them, to praise

God’s name for the miracles that God would

show them, of which this was one. As it says in
the Mishna, “No one said to his companion, the

place is too confining for me to lodge in
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Jerusalem.” Another great miracle was that they
all would gather in the court, “standing packed

together but with room to bow” (Avot 5:8).

[5] “There the thrones of judgment stood”—in
the plural: one for the shekhina and one for the
kings of David’s dynasty, as it explains, “thrones
of the house of David.” They were there, and
they will be there again.

[6] “Pray”—The exiles say: Petition God for the
well-being of Jerusalem, and the well-being of
Jerusalem is the ingathering of the exiles. Until
that time, there will be no peace for it, because
the uncircumcised [= Christians] and the
Ishmaelites [= Muslims] are fighting over it.
The psalm continues with respect to Jerusalem,
“May those who love you be at peace,” referring

to the Jews in exile who mourn its destruction.

[7] “May there be well-being within your
ramparts” . . . that Israel might return to you, so
that there will never again be war within your
ramparts and citadels.

[8] “For the sake of my kin and friends”—Every
one of the exiles says, for the sake of my fellow
Jews, who have been exiled from you, “I pray for
your well-being,” that they might return to dwell
within you.

[9] “For the sake of”—And furthermore, for the

.OHwIa PORW oipnn Y ax
o'%aPI YA A 9173 01 T
D'219% TR ,ANIYa 09D
RaliatimRaainialzja)

MR 1AW Anw 2 (N
nawh TN 000 Y Loawnd
M,V A 5nY Tm

A ,TIT 2D MKRDY wanw
T OW P ,0W

9N 713 0MAIR HRY (3
oW T7an’ HRAN HRY

R DOW 0w ,ohwr
NP MR TY D LArYn Py
D'ANo1  ,0dW nH 1 KRS
IR LOHRYAWN D9 1HY
POWY :DOWIT TAID 1D NN
mbaa SR oM ,TamN
13271 5y oharnn onw

.. rmaohw o (1
7N 8D W1, 1HR DR
STMINARAY T 1A RN

52 NR YT MR wRY (0
STR N9 (Man 13an TNR
IS 70 Haw SR,
WY 72 oYW K1 73R
(T2 0w iy

17HR 1A D T Lpnd (v




sake of the destroyed Temple of our God, I seek
God’s goodness on your behalf.
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Isaiah 62:1-3

For the sake of Zion I will not be silent,

For the sake of Jerusalem I will not be still,
Till her victory emerge resplendent and her
triumph like a flaming torch.

*Nations shall see your victory,

and every king your majesty;

And you shall be called by a new name
Which YHWH shall bestow.

3You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of
YHWH,

And a royal diadem in the palm of your God.
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Psalm 24:7-10

’0 gates, lift up your heads!

Up high, you everlasting doors,

so the King of glory may come in!
$Who is the King of glory? —
YHWH, mighty and valiant,
YHWH, valiant in battle.

0 gates, lift up your heads!

Lift them up, you everlasting doors,

so the King of glory may come in!

""Who is the King of glory? —
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YHWH of hosts,

He is the King of glory! Selah.
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Psalm 48:2-3, 13-14

*YHWH is great

and much praised

in the city of our God,
His holy mountain—
3fair-crested,

joy of all the earth,
Mount Zion,

summit of Zaphon,
city of the great king.
4God, in its citadels,

is known as a haven.

....’Walk around Zion, circle it;

count its towers,

'4take note of its ramparts;

go through its citadels,

that you may recount it to a future age.
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For further reading:

Nitza Rosovsky (ed.), City of the Great King: Jerusalem from David to the

Present (Harvard University Press, 1996)

Simon Sebag Montefiore, Jerusalem: The Biography (Vintage, 2012)




