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Some historical materials: 
 

I. New York Times articles:  
 
September 14, 1957 (front page): Richard Amper, “Warren Studies Talmudic Law Here,” New 
York Times. https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1957/09/14/issue.html 
 
September 15, 1957: Richard Amper, “Trumans Join Judaic Law Class,” New York Times. Page 65. 
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1957/09/15/167836742.html?pageNumber=65 
 
September 16, 1957: Richard Amper, “Warren Pleads for Moral Unity,” New York Times. Page 22. 
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1957/09/16/84761933.html?pageNumber=22 
 
 

II. John F. Kennedy’s Speech at the Seminary, November 23, 1958:  
 
https://www.jfklibrary.org/archives/other-resources/john-f-kennedy-speeches/new-york-ny-
senator-lehman-dinner-19581123 
[n.b.: Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5 is the rabbinic source Kennedy cited, quoted in the lecture slides] 
  
 

III. Chief Justice Earl Warren’s speech on July 4, 1961, inaugurating the Chief Justice Earl 
Warren Chair in Law and Ethics at the University of Judaism: 
 

https://makor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma994971514107706&cont
ext=L&vid=01JTS_INST:01JTS&lang=en&search_scope=MyInstitution&adaptor=Local%20Sear
ch%20Engine&tab=LibraryCatalog&query=any,contains,earl%20warren&facet=rtype,include,audi
os&offset=0 
[this has been digitized by the JTS library] 
 
 
 

https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1957/09/14/issue.html
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1957/09/15/167836742.html?pageNumber=65
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1957/09/16/84761933.html?pageNumber=22
https://www.jfklibrary.org/archives/other-resources/john-f-kennedy-speeches/new-york-ny-senator-lehman-dinner-19581123
https://www.jfklibrary.org/archives/other-resources/john-f-kennedy-speeches/new-york-ny-senator-lehman-dinner-19581123
https://makor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma994971514107706&context=L&vid=01JTS_INST:01JTS&lang=en&search_scope=MyInstitution&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=LibraryCatalog&query=any,contains,earl%20warren&facet=rtype,include,audios&offset=0
https://makor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma994971514107706&context=L&vid=01JTS_INST:01JTS&lang=en&search_scope=MyInstitution&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=LibraryCatalog&query=any,contains,earl%20warren&facet=rtype,include,audios&offset=0
https://makor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma994971514107706&context=L&vid=01JTS_INST:01JTS&lang=en&search_scope=MyInstitution&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=LibraryCatalog&query=any,contains,earl%20warren&facet=rtype,include,audios&offset=0
https://makor.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma994971514107706&context=L&vid=01JTS_INST:01JTS&lang=en&search_scope=MyInstitution&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=LibraryCatalog&query=any,contains,earl%20warren&facet=rtype,include,audios&offset=0


Source for “Law as a Moral Force” 
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Amos 7:7-15 

(7) This is what I was shown: [God] was standing on 
a wall checked with a plumb line while holding a 
plumb line. (8) And GOD asked me, “What do you 
see, Amos?” “A plumb line”. I replied. And my 
Sovereign declared, “I am going to apply a plumb 
line to My people Israel; I will pardon them no 
more.  (9) The shrines of Isaac shall be laid waste, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel reduced to ruins; and I 
will turn upon the House of Jeroboam with the 
sword.” (10) Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent this 
message to King Jeroboam of Israel: “Amos is 
conspiring against you within the House of Israel. 
The country cannot endure the things he is saying.  
(11) For Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die by the 
sword, and Israel shall be exiled from its soil.’” (12) 
Amaziah also said to Amos, “Seer, off with you to 
the land of Judah! Earn your living there, and do 
your prophesying there.  (13) But don’t ever 
prophesy again at Bethel; for it is a king’s sanctuary 
and a royal palace.”  (14) Amos answered Amaziah: 
“I am not a prophet and I am not a prophet’s 
disciple. I am a cattle breeder and a tender of 
sycamore figs.  (15) But GOD took me away from 
following the flock, and GOD said to me, ‘Go, 
prophesy to My people Israel.’ 

 

 ו ״ט-׳ז׳:ז עמוס

ת   ב עַל־חוֹמַֹּ֣ ָּ֖ ָ֛י נִצ  ֵּ֧ה אֲדֹנ  נִי וְהִנ  ה הִרְאַַ֔ )ז( כֹֹּ֣
ה־  ָֽ י מ  לַַ֗ ה א  אמֶר יְהֹו ָ֜ ֹֹּ֨ ָ֑ךְ׃ )ח( וַי ָֽ וֹ אֲנ  אֲנ  ָ֑ךְ וּבְי דָּ֖
י   אמֶר אֲדֹנ ַ֗ ֹֹּ֣ ר אֲנ  ָ֑ךְ וַי וֹס ו אֹמַָּ֖ מַ֔ ה רֹאֶה֙ ע  ָּ֤ אַת 

יף  ל לאֹ־אוֹסִִ֥ א ַ֔ י יִשְר  רֶב֙ עַמִֹּ֣ ךְ֙ בְקֶ֙ ם אֲנ  ָּ֤ י ש  הִנְנִֹּ֨
וֹד ק   עָּ֖ וֹת יִשְח ַ֔ מֹּ֣ מוּ֙ ב  וֹ׃ )ט( וְנ שַ֙ וֹר לָֽ עֲבִ֥

ית  ִ֥ י עַל־ב  בוּ וְקַמְתִָ֛ ל יֶחֱר   ָּ֖ א  י יִשְר  ִ֥ וּמִקְדְש 
רֶב׃ }ס{ ָֽ ם בֶח  ָּ֖ ח אֲמַצְי ה֙           י רׇבְע  )י( וַיִשְלַַ֗

ר   אמֹ  ל ל  ָּ֖ א  ם מֶלֶךְ־יִשְר  ִ֥ ל אֶל־י רׇבְע  ית־א ַ֔ ָֽ ן ב  ֹּ֣ כֹה 
יךָ ע   לֶָ֜ ר ע  שַֹּ֨ ל לאֹ־ק  א ַ֔ ית יִשְר  ֹּ֣ רֶב֙ ב  וֹס בְקֶ֙ מַ֗

יו׃ )יא( כִי־ ָֽ ר  יל אֶת־כׇל־דְב  כִָּ֖ רֶץ לְה  א ַ֔ ל ה  תוּכַֹּ֣
ל  א ַ֔ שְר  ם וְיִֹּ֨ וּת י רׇבְע   רֶב י מֹּ֣ וֹס בַחֶָּ֖ מַ֔ ר ע  מַֹּ֣ כֹה֙ א 

וֹ׃ }ס{ תָֽ ל אַדְמ  עִַ֥ ה יִגְלֶָּ֖ה מ  לִ֥ )יב(            ג 
ה  וֹס חֹזֶֶ֕ מַ֔ אמֶר אֲמַצְי ה֙ אֶל־ע  ָֹּ֤ ִ֥ךְ בְרַח־לְךָָּ֖ וַי ל 

א׃   ָֽ ם תִנ ב  ָּ֖ חֶם וְש  ם לֶַ֔ ֹּ֣ ה וֶאֱכׇל־ש  רֶץ יְהוּד   אֶל־אֶֹּ֣
י   א כִָּ֤ וֹד לְהִנ ב   יף עָּ֖ ל לאֹ־תוֹסִִ֥ ית־א ַ֔ ָֽ )יג( וּב 

וּא׃ )יד(   ה הָֽ ָּ֖ כ  ית מַמְל  ִ֥ וּא וּב  לֶךְ֙ הַ֔ מִקְדַש־מֶ֙
כִי נַֹ֔ יא א  בִֹּ֣ ה לאֹ־נ  אמֶר אֶל־אֲמַצְי ַ֔ ֹֹּ֣ מוֹס֙ וַי עַן ע   וַיַָּ֤

ִ֥ס   כִי וּבוֹל  נָֹּ֖ ר א  ִ֥ כִי כִי־בוֹק  נֹ  יא א  בִָּ֖ א בֶן־נ  ִֹ֥ וְל
אן   י הַצֹ  ָּ֖ אַחֲר  ה מ  נִי יְהֹו ַ֔ ֹּ֣ ח  ים׃ )טו( וַיִק  שִקְמִָֽ

ל׃  ָֽ א  י יִשְר  א אֶל־עַמִִ֥ ָּ֖ ִ֥ךְ הִנ ב  ה ל  לַי֙ יְהֹו ַ֔ אמֶר א  ָֹּ֤  וַי

 
 
Amos 5:21-25 

(21) I loathe, I spurn your festivals, 
I am not appeased by your solemn assemblies. (22) If you offer 
Me burnt offerings—or your grain offerings— 
I will not accept them; 
I will pay no heed 
To your gifts of fatlings. (23) Spare Me the sound of your 
hymns, 
And let Me not hear the music of your lutes. (24) But let justice 
well up like water, 
Righteousness like an unfailing stream. (25) Did you offer 
sacrifice and oblation to Me 
Those forty years in the wilderness, 

 

 ה ״כ -א״כ ׳: ה עמוס

ם  יכֶ  סְתִי חַג  אַָּ֖ ִ֥אתִי מ  נ  )כא( ש 
י  ם׃ )כב( כִֹּ֣ יכֶָֽ יחַ בְעַצְרֹת  רִָּ֖ א א  ִֹ֥ וְל
ם   יכֶָּ֖ וֹת וּמִנְחֹת  י עֹלָ֛ אִם־תַעֲלוּ־לִִ֥
א   ִֹ֥ ם ל יכֶָּ֖ לֶם מְרִיא  ה וְשִֶ֥ א אֶרְצֶ  ֹֹּ֣ ל
וֹן  י הֲמֹּ֣ לַָּ֖ ע  ר מ  ִ֥ ס  יט׃ )כג( ה  אַבִָֽ

א  ִֹ֥ יךָ ל לֶָּ֖ ת נְב  יךָ וְזִמְרִַ֥ שִרֶ 
ע׃  ָֽ יִם  אֶשְמ  )כד( וְיִגִַ֥ל כַמַָּ֖

ן׃  ָֽ ית  ה כְנִַ֥חַל א  ָּ֖ ק  ט וּצְד  מִשְפ  
ה   ים וּמִנְח ָ֜ חִֹּ֨ )כה( הַזְב 

ים  עִִ֥ ר אַרְב  ָ֛ י בַמִדְב  גַשְתֶם־לִֵּ֧ הִָֽ
ל׃  ָֽ א  ית יִשְר  ִ֥ ָּ֖ה ב  נ   ש 
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O House of Israel? 
 

 
Amos 9:7-8 

(7) To Me, O Israelites, you are 
Just like the CushitesbCushites People of Cush, the region south of Egypt. 
—declares GOD. 
True, I brought Israel up 
From the land of Egypt, 
But also the Philistines from Caphtor 
And the Arameans from Kir. (8) Behold, my Sovereign GOD is 
keeping an eye 
On the sinful kingdom: 
I will wipe it off 
The face of the earth! 
But, I will not wholly wipe out 
The House of Jacob 
—declares GOD. 

 

 ׳ ח-׳ז׳:ט עמוס

ים  י֩ כֻשִיִֹּ֨ וֹא כִבְנ  )ז( הֲלֹּ֣
ל   ָּ֖ א  ִ֥י יִשְר  י בְנ  ם לִָ֛ אַתִֶ֥
וֹא אֶת־ נְאֻם־יְהֹו  ה הֲלֹּ֣

רֶץ   אֶֹּ֣ יתִי֙ מ  ל הֶעֱל ֹּ֨ א ַ֗ יִשְר 
ים   יִם וּפְלִשְתִיִִ֥ מִצְרַַ֔

יר׃   ם מִקִָֽ ִ֥ וֹר וַאֲר  מִכַפְתָּ֖
ֹּ֣י ינ  ה ע  ֹּ֣י   ׀ )ח( הִנ ֵּ֞ אֲדֹנ 

ה  א ַ֔ חַט  ה֙ הַָֽ כ  ה בַמַמְל  יהֱֹוִַ֗
ֹּ֣י  ל פְנ  עַָּ֖ הּ מ  י אֹת ַ֔ וְהִשְמַדְתִֹּ֣

א  ֹֹּ֣ י ל פֶס כִִּ֠ ה אֶַ֗ מ   אֲד  ה 
ית   ִ֥ יד אֶת־ב  יד אַשְמִָ֛ ִ֥ הַשְמ 

ָֽה׃  ב נְאֻם־יְהֹו   יַעֲקָֹּ֖
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