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INTRODUCTION

My research:

(1) The history of the transmission of Jewish
knowledge over the course of the long first
millennium

(2) The history of Jewish liturgy

» Hebrew manuscript studies as it interfaces with
these two avenues of research

A younger me, researching in the Institute This class:

for Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts of the ~ A) A brief introduction to Hebrew manuscript
National Library of Israel, ca. 2013. studies

B) An overview of the manuscript evidence of
rabbinic literature, focusing on the Mishnah



WHAT IS A MANUSCRIPT?

Literally—from the Latin: manu +
scriptus (“written by hand”)

So, a hand-written copy of a text

A millennia-old technology, with much
variety and history

Some possible differences include:

e Content, genre, language of the text,
paratexts, materials, methods of
preparation, book form, setting in which
it was created, purpose, etc.
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The Eusebian Canons )’n the ca. 800 c. "Book
of Kells” from Ireland or Scotland (f. 5r)




WHAT IS A MANUSCRIPT?

e Literally—from the Latin: manu +
scriptus (“written by hand”)

e S0, a hand-written copy of a text

e A millennia-old technology, with much
variety and history

e Some possible differences include:
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preparation, book form, setting in which
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WHAT IS A HEBREW MANUSCRIPT?

e Generally speaking, manuscripts using Hebrew script
e Often times created for personal use
o A Key Distinction:

o “Complete” Manuscripts: manuscripts that still more or less look as they did when
they were initially created

o Manuscript “Fragments”: a single page or several pages of a now dismembered
manuscript, usually found in either a Genizah or in book binding waste

Two helpful introductions:

Richler, Binyamin. 1990. Hebrew Manuscripts: A Treasured Legacy. Cleveland &
Jerusalem: Ofeq,.

Sirat, Colette. 2002. Hebrew Manuscripts of the Middle Ages. Translated by Nicholas
de Lange. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



THE CAIRO GENIZAH

» Caches of discarded manuscript
fragments, found largely in or near the
Ben-Ezra synagogue in Cairo (Fustat)

« Scholars began to purchase and use
such fragments in their scholarship
towards the end of the 19t century

» Largest collections:

« Cambridge University Library
« The Jewish Theological Seminary

Synagogue

See: Jefferson, Rebecca J. W. Jefferson, The Cairo
Genizah and the Age of Discovery in Egypt: The
History and Provenance of a Jewish Archive (London:
|.B. Tauris, 2022).



WHAT IS RABBINIC LITERATURE?

The corpus of works that revolve around the sayings and acts of rabbis who operated
in 1st-4th century Palestine and 1st-5t century Babylonia.

Considered to comprise “the Oral Torah,” viewed as supplemental to “the Written
Torah,” i.e., the Hebrew Bible.

“Classical rabbinic literature”: works that date to the 3-6t" centuries and are thus
chronologically proximate to the rabbis whose opinions are recorded.

Two axes:

Chronological: the earlier classical works were edited in Roman Palestine in the early third
century, are almost entirely in Hebrew, and contain the opinions of earlier rabbis referred to in
medieval chronologies as “tannaim.” Later works come from both Palestine and Sasanian
Babylonia, are in a mix of Hebrew and Aramaic, and mention the tannaim alongside later
rabbis known as “amoraim.”

Organization: midrashim are organized as Biblical commentaries, while the Mishnah is
organized topically, and the Tosefta and two Talmuds—Palestinian and Babylonian—are
patterned as supplements or commentaries to the Mishnah.



SIDEBAR:
WISSENSCHAFT DES JUDENTUMS

“The Academic Study of Judaism
(Wissenschaft des Judentums) was the
key invention of the nineteenth century that
transformed Judaism...It consisted of the
application of the new methods of textual
study, especially philology and history, to
the study of Jewish texts and the history of
Judaism...Leopold Zunz, Eduard Gans,
and Heinrich Heine, understood their
enterprise to be imperative for the
acquisition of equal rights: Judaism had to
Leopold Zunz be emancipated in order for the Jews to be
(1794-1886) emancipated.”

- David Sorkin



WISSENSCHAFT DES JUDENTUMS AND
MEDIEVAL HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS

e Moritz Steinschneider (1816-
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e Occasional protégé of Zunz

e Taught for many years in Berlin at
the Veitel-Heine-Ephraimsche
Lehranstalt, training many
important scholars

o Author of well over 1,000
publications, including several
important catalogues of Hebrew Moritz Steinschneider
Manuscripts in European libraries (1816-1907)
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HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS:
DISCIPLINES AND SUB-DISCIPLINES

- “Codicology”: The study of the creation of the
codex book

- “Papyrology”: The study of works and ephemera
written on papyri

- “Paleography”: The study of handwriting

- “Philology”: can be used to refer to linguistic
studies, or to the study of textual versions of
written works, focusing on their reconstruction
and transmission

“Textual Criticism”: The study of manuscript and | Malé;hi Beit-Arié
other versions to reconstruct the history of texts (1937-2023)
and perhaps also to create a critical edition of the

text

» “Ecdotics”: The study of the creation of critical editions



MAJOR COLLECTIONS OF HEBREW
MANUSCRIPTS

< The Jewish Theological Seminary of America!

< The National Library of Israel

< The Bodleian Library, Oxford, and the Oxford colleges
< The Cambridge University Library, and the Cambridge colleges
< The British Library

< The Bavarian State Library in Munich

< The Berlin State Library

< The Bibliotheque nationale de France

< The Biblioteca Palatina in Parma

< The Vatican Libraries

< The National Library of Russia, St. Petersburg



THE LIBRARY OF THE JEWISH
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA

1886: JTS founded

1901-2: Reorganized, Solomon
Schechter arrives » i
1903: Alexander Marx arrives, serving R L~ &
as Professor of History and Librarian | s &
until his death in 1953

Amasses the largest collection of

medieval Hebrew Manuscripts in the
world

Major purchase in 1923 of the collection
of Elkan Nathan Adler

'\i‘m
Alexander Marx, 1878-1953




THE RISE OF THE ACADEMIC STUDY OF
RABBINIC LITERATURE: JTS BRESLAU

e The Jewish Theological Seminary of Breslau,
founded in 1854

e First Director and Professor of Talmud:
Zecharias Frankel

o Later published major studies on the Mishnah
(1859) and Palestinian Talmud (1870)

e Early Breslau professors:
o Heinrich Graetz (1817-1891; Historian)

Zecharias Frankel o Jacob Bernays (1824-1881; Philologist,
(1801-1875)

Philosopher, Librarian)

o The Second Generation: Israel Lewy (1841-1917;
Talmud)

Ny
JUDISCH=
THEOLOGISCHES

SEMINAR
FRAENCKELSQHE
STIFTUNG




THE USE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE
STUDY OF RABBINIC LITERATURE

' i : : i ’
- At first, manuscripts were primarily AN D PoDD
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THE USE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE
STUDY OF RABBINIC LITERATURE

e The Breslau students, influenced especially by
Jakob Bernays, and then by Israel Lewy,
published some of the first “critical editions” of
known rabbinic works

See:

Yaakov Sussman, “Schechter the Scholar,” Jewish
Studies 38 (1998): 213-30 (in Hebrew)

E. E. Urbach, “Zechariah Fraenkel, Israel Lewy, Saul
Horowitz: Three Talmud Teachers at the Seminar in
Breslau,” in G. Kisch ed., Das Breslauer Seminar:
Jidisch-Theologisches Seminar (Fraenckelscher-
Stiftung) in Breslau - Gedéachtnisschrift, (TUubingen:
J.C.B. Mohr, 1963), 175-85.

Solomon Schechter
(1847-1915)



THE USE OF MANUSCRIPTS IN THE
STUDY OF RABBINIC LITERATURE
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THE ACADEMIC STUDY OF THE MISHNAH

e Traditional Approaches:

o Halakhic Guidance 7123 1N
o The individual mishnah as the main object of 'myen b nown
study nwTnn nya 5"t moo apna oy

e Academic Approaches:
o Rabbinic History

o The Sources of the Mishnah and the History of
the Mishnah’s Creation

o Legal History
o Cultural History—including Gender
o Literary Studies

o Text-Critical (Philological) Approaches and the
Quest to Create a “Critical Edition” of the
Mishnah




PROF. J.N. EPSTEIN

e 1878-1952
e Worked in Berlin on a Critical Edition of the

Mishnah for The Gesellschaft zur Forderung
der Wissenschaft des Judentums

e 1925: Appointed Professor of “Talmudic
Philology” at the newly founded Hebrew
University of Jerusalem

o According to Prof. Saul Lieberman, Epstein
was “The Father of the Exact Talmudic
Science”



EPSTEIN'S MAGNUM OPUS

e Began as a German introduction to a
critical edition of the Mishnah

e Published in Jerusalem in 1948 as An
Introduction to the Mishnaic Text, or in
Hebrew, niwnn non? xian

e Primarily follows the history of the text of
the Mishnah until the early print editions,
but the vast majority focuses on the ~soAn OIS NISH ¢ TNETENR MR 17
Talmudic period itself

e Clocks in at ~1,342 pages

e Lampooned in Joseph Cedar’s film
Footnote (20 1 1 ) 313K N 131 nRYN Y/ go NTSPN NMUIDIINING ,OIND Sm op NN



WAS THE MISHNAH “WRITTEN"?

- While agreeing that he composed* the Mishnah,
traditional accounts from the Middle Ages and D910 'ON
on disagree on the question of whether Rabbi g e
Yehudah ha-Nasi (late 2"d-early 3™ century) — e © K
wrote down the Mishnah PoLF T\,
» E.g., Sherira Gaon (late 10t c.), vs. Maimonides

(12th c.)

- This has been at times a religiously charged

ISsue

- It has a significant impact on how scholars
understand the rabbinic movement, and on how
they engage in textual criticism of the Mishnah

*To be sure, what this means is also debated




WAS THE MISHNAH
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THE PUBLICATION OF THE MISHNAH

In addition to the canonical Hebrew Scripture* the Jews of
the second commonwealth possessed a compilation of laws,
customs and ethical sayings known as Misknak.* This is the
main source of the earlier statements of the Halakkas which

* And other books such as the Targumim etc.

2 In this chapter the term Mishnak is employed in the sense given to it by
the ancient and mediaeval Rabbis. The Baraithoth are also included under
this name. See J. N. Epstein, mwpn noub sap, pp. 805, 811 ff.

3 The origin of this word is not definitely established. Leopold Wenger
(Canon in den romischen Rechisquellen und in den Papyri) undertakes to prove
that canon as regula turis (see pp. 47-71) derived its meaning from canon,
rent annually paid by the tenant to the land owner (kavay éupurevrikds)
and canon, land tax paid to the government. ““The characteristic features of
the economic and financial caron are that its amount is fixed beforehand as
a regular, annual payment which, on principle, is unchangeable. These features
are the bridge which connects the two meanings of the term. Canon as synon-
ymous with regula shows the same traits as the various payments covered by
the term: stability, regularity and fixedness, although moderation is not
excluded.” (A. Berger, Seminar VII, 1944, p. 96). Although Wenger's study
covers a later period (canon as land tax is not attested by sources earlier than
the fourth century C. E.) his research and reasoning may perhaps elucidate
our term. In Ezra (4:13 passim) the tax 757 is mentioned. It has been iden=
tified (see Gesenius-Buhl, s. v. 7%n) with the Babylonian #lku (tax) which is
already extant in the laws of Hammurabi. From the Aramaic Indorsements
on the Documents of the Mura¥ Sons (A. T. Clay in Old Testament and
Semitic Studies in Memory of W. R. Harper 1, p. 308, No. 26; p. 316, No. 48)
we learn that a land tax was called #3%n. Hence it is possible that the term
nabn, regula, fixed rule (n21sp no%n), has its origin in the name of the fixed
land tax.

In practice 7357 has the same meaning as 8pos (literally “boundary”)
which means regula, and especially a statement of the law, a juristic principle,
in antithesis to case law (wy»), see F. Schulz, History of Roman Legal Science,
p. 137, n. 4. The Rabbis (Sifre II 188, ed. Finkelstein, p. 227) interpreted
the verse (Deut. 19:14) “Thou shalt not remove thy neighbor's boundary” (9131
The Septuagint and Symmachus render it 8pia) as a reference to the deliber-

83

Lieberman, 1950
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SO, IN THAT CASE, WHEN WAS THE
MISHNAH PUT IN WRITING?

e We don't really know!

e Scholars think this took place roughly
between the 7-8" centuries

e Earliest complete manuscript is from the
11t century

e There are certainly fragments in the Cairo
Genizah from a few centuries earlier

e Lines from the Mishnah appear in a few
magic bowls written in Jewish Babylonian
Aramaic, from Late Antique Babylonia

e Once written, the Mishnah was still (/is

still) memorized, and there is a recitation Schgyen MS 1929/6;
tradition Photograph courtesy of James
Nathan Ford



MISHNAH MANUSCRIPTS: TYPOLOGIES

&

ne Mishnah Alone

ne Mishnah with Talmud (that is, the Babylonian Talmud)
ne Mishnah with Commentary (that of Maimonides)

ne Mishnah in Liturgical Contexts

.
%%

&

.
%%

&

.
%%

-4 4 4

&

.
%%

See Further:

- Yaakov Sussman, “Manuscripts and Text Traditions of the Mishnah,”
Proceedings of the Seventh World Congress of Jewish Studies: Studies in
Talmud, Halacha and Midrash (1980): 215-50.

- Robert Brody, “Chapter One: The Theory of a Palestinian and Babylonian
Mishnah,” in Mishnah and Tosefta Studies (Jerusalem: The Hebrew
University Magnes Press, 2014), 5-14.
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r . several scholars have attempted
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ly. The majority of these studies have focused on
archival documents from cities in the Po River
Basin.? To a lesser extent. scholars studying the

early generations of the Finzi family have also
considered the evidence of Hel
particularly paratextual elements such as colo-

ew manuscripts,

this article. I benefited from infor-
Sfardata (http://sfardata.nli.org.il)
al catalogue of the National Library
of Israel (http://merhav.nli.org.il). 1 would like to
thank R Mayer, and Mar-
co Santini for their comments on earlier drafts of

a’anan Boustan, Yakov

this article.

! See. for example. E. Horowirz. Families and
Their Fortunes: The Jews of Early Modern Italy. in
Cultures of the Jews: A New History. ed. D. BIALE
(New York: Schocken. 2002). 573-636.

2 See espe

ially V. CoLorn1. Judaica minora: sag-
gi sulla storia dell’ebraismo Italiano dall’antichita

all’eta moderna, Pubblicazioni della Facolta giuri-

a di Ferrara, ser. 2a 14 (Milano:
A. Giuffr 29-342; M, The Lineage of the
Finzi Family st Generations [Hebrew], in
Jews in Italy: Studies Dedicated to the Memory of U.
Cassuto on the 100th Anniversary of His Birth. ed.
H. BENART (Jerusalem: The Magnes Press. 1988),
218

ebraici a Bologna a nel Bolognese nella seconda

dica dell’Univers

19¢

31: A.L. PiN1, Famiglie, insediamenti e banchi

meté del Trecento, in «Quaderni storici» 18, no. 54
(3) Ebrei in Italia (1983): 783-814: A. CAMPANINI,
Una famiglia ebraica a Bologna tra Medioevo ed

Eta moderna: i Finzi, in «Zakhor: rivista di storia

phons. bills of sale, and other signs of owner-
ship.® In what follows, I introduce an additional
piece of paratextual evidence, the colophon of
New York. The Jewish Theological Seminary Ms.
R934—the so-called “Finzi Mishnah”—written
in 1361 by one Binyamin the son of Yishaq Finzi,
who includes his genealogy in the colophon.* I
will show that this colophon allows us to connect

the evidence for two different branches of the
Finzi family that have until now been studied in
isolation from one another.

Considering the importance of the Fin:

family, the conclusions adduced here regardin;
the family’s history are within themselves im-

portant for the history of Italian Judaism.® In

degli Ebrei d’Italia» 3 (1999): 79-94: D. CareL. Il ra-
mo padovano della famiglia Finzi da Ancona tra la
fine del Trecento e Uinizio del Quattrocento. in Lin-
dividuo e la collettivita: saggi di storia degli ebrei a

Padova e nel Veneto nell’eta del Rinascimento (Fi-
renze: L.S. Olschki, 2002), 1-25
 work of A, H
dova (1300-1800): monografia storica documentata
(Padova: S

. Important also is

the much ea 0. Gli ebrei in Pa-

a Cooperativa Tipografica. 1901).
ally G. Bust. Menahem Finzi of Re-
The True Name of an Old Acquaintance. in
«Materia Giudaica» 8, no. 1 (2003): 213-18, and the
pioneering work of M. STEINSCHNEIDER, Letteratura
italiana dei giudei (Roma: Tipografia delle science
. 1884), 51-56.

* For a brief description of this manuseript with

canati:

matematiche e fisicl

references to relevant secondary literature, see Yaa-

kov Sussman. in collaboration with Yoav Rosenthal

and Aharon Shweka. Thesaurus of Talmudic Man-
vols. (Jerusalem: Yad Izhak Ben-Zvi and

Genizah Project. 2012) [Hebrew].

50n the use of such manuseript paratexts as

sources for the history of Italian Jewry, see M. Pg-
RANL, Il manoscritto ebraico come fonte storica. in

«Materia giudaica» 9, no. 1-2 (2004): 79-101.




“MISHNAH WITH TALMUD”

PR

e
ementrie. -
cbuben

303 s

o o o
b e s

A" o) P23 21PN 18 FOS e iy (o0 S e o mw:wnwm-.
v ;;;u M“-\“"‘” S A - vmw Vv 1) ST AL DI T, mm

,.\ ,,,,_,, h PRI A AN B ngy 00N © AN T T
‘V' gwn o SN _mren $ &,wvm&a gt SO S8 3 VB gt
\,5‘ SRR i A YD et g T s umm .uu ym:m Vo pasyy aum
,' Ty + s o BTN Lo 5 ) P 7 ) ‘.:m-

y
LA D04 P UL
.::,’K' VeV 31 wom‘:ua\n

-ﬁ‘ 1”“”" 1 any ) m e mva_v
1;'» aan -\W“' o o o e

m,,,..mw.m > m IO Y

) )
Ee e e :Jﬁ?ﬁl’;“w
oh ....mgrv_mﬁ'm w-}v’v Wovk ) RUATITTN
S%y e ;\:\mﬁm&?& % e =% Ay
ey ~‘w SIN avh \"”"4"
Cl AR PN
" AN Yy

m'm—vw vm:m NG
%vum

:wm-' \Mm -‘\omm QO
21130 S Hirda ol S A
o~ TS0 O D2
W AL P mmm‘»ﬂ\ 2w SR
\\wmu g nid oD T N
fwmmmlsjwmh AT “"":J‘S-‘;v“’v

pret

[ —

e
-xw»m»
o tho o

Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, MS Cod. Hebr. 95, France, 1342

JTS

Fn mv'y)v B3 o ¢ a% i A
Ao Hav.ma ¢ ;m,&u a«mm.\

oo
i o ey ok ‘:r‘ X .vvwavnmm

m.w\,s o N T R
s U 0 P 1 DN
m 3 -un'v we ¥ Wi 7BV H m
ﬁnarmn?'t W A0S 550 o
2 DS P \\\w -\\,n‘v‘)h

oFid mwcw repony]
m.ry\xy ik e 100 Wy A 1 von i
W b S m«mm

b Wy.\\» o
Tom e P Ay - abye n:
by T\J’l\l\l))‘b pvabvn\w \\v:
o 'ons
~:u\\~ _m-w,..i‘&“m M)Jp'\‘l' n\r n‘ .‘M,. ‘L...J.\-
et e 4 At o vy A A
1y 57 AW D S (02T By 3
B P Sy, «wp D im0 S r-mm
3 s o 71 T 0N v
KX o M L
1103 hwat <Ly prede o “zmvm va-m -Mmmm. (99 299 o 29 TS
Sy MY 1ame Dy w,un\-m W poen
ST S AT AV 431 M T ST o Pomg 1
\mo‘m-v.«nm \m WP TINDIVA S ) PO g a»t‘?pgp
Y e 5m>'rv"\‘-m| vjw A PR )

n..\.ué.av fe4 .&. ,.ﬂ
'
i m h

Mﬁnva o2 'mv’i‘b’hnv\\:v m"amm’
o T S A e oy 5 7
3150 14w 5 1939 Y pav*a-«\ o a Fopmae ~\
(1702 g oy s o o Ttaai Ao 7
] mv\r 2y sunl P o
Ty 1A A o v;vw_m N
U i o n o 55 Sy
Wy iansin P renn i m‘ -rhum w A Y
W1y v Y e r.wn.\,
e g u»-w\mvr v.w ) st m"t o) R
ran { T 15 1.'4MA o i 90 713 607
»\ ranw VIl oo e by Juyum-\-«.r\;

BAAUMII 3 920 A % w
R T SRS

4 oAV 121N sgm
Eat mu (3 9™y e 2 Frus S 1w vnnvmﬁwpm;«mm 2. e

W
Aann W IN 99M

vaﬂ
v \n'v\::nyvnm mwmmnwaw. LT 0 m\

A P73 1IN 1213 300 10 iy o e S o 230 S et il
\ b oy oI 10 Dy AE J '{!W ' 7 Mty AWD B T A mm\‘\m,m
ey 720 330 bt T3 AN A e m,.,.,, g mvvw,«ww: W 1) A T 1 D iy uhm
i ML N i 230 Moy - 13 B> PR3 BN [0 IUITDI ST sty
¢ wem v 102 u.\u'-v.w O ,\nvﬂlﬂ‘.‘
—a \‘%uﬂ ,Mm.q‘\y‘ Pone W \~=m e 1y M :ﬂ
W ey w D W e
F ":\":N?: s s (4 N hoSeus 2 g fn.«mw s A S;\ml\rw:wwu
u‘m B T O,

i m‘:tum

Ly YW AN TV \;ﬁvlm 1 ) i i

25 DUmNY WUn AR o
v b passs

10 5 i 3 AP 20
“mny mwv-‘w-w nEn »\ "“‘ ‘“”"”“ i
TOMPUN W
£A4M30 MIWNT

W,,mw‘\w.w
gt o
-é ﬁvwm ey
SN 3T 7 wm::«
P L ffidfeemgecon mmvwmvw-t \ 0 omRTy
o o s T i [ S
‘ﬁ‘m‘“"\m‘»ﬂ-p\ﬂ\ i ‘J‘“\wmwn o @y Te |
ST TS AT 23 o 2 i i
D 4 S ?v\u S50 ¥Aa ot Y o R et
ol JoleoB o S iy
0 3 1D 1209 e 2o e
"‘J’!"’M\-ny-w ey - v MO IR ‘wfﬂv—v \w.vmmm ivyate b3 90
, A g Mas ) wev a3 30 Sl vu~\- 1 e Ay 51 ot gy
1IN YR AT PAB np w30 N vl
(N INURANSS  Shhanwma sy u‘\; s
34D BTN WD 17T 9T D
ol W N e .3“‘;‘;”"..’;“,{1‘”“’“,. o S
O WOV Tt PINED DD I g '\“B‘w\-«-‘ owy
Ly,é, oNafrpN  wTe oy i w3 gt it s rw
fo— ) ~Ry
) nn;“,’ﬂ.‘\b'

348 A0 M.mv ity

—w xS
Ann MpY srw

S v P ey o vmymm«w.\m

%S_w" b 0z BT SN Brow iy

PRSI g sap 1 T wout 5910193 210 (42 1 fas g
M 7k

o ors. 13
n i sy
m-a.w«m«v\ " B
s mmp\ 0wy
v 1 A $ ot 31w s Wanah Sy
oWagad Pz an \”.am\‘:v:ml"u‘
v.,mw\«'w M‘“ A e 3
W, a e p‘\.?l\“ »‘.u- :
a9 R S N i (0 e D I
o O e 2eash o CanrAYAIN N0 P LT «:\ww h\ Ao

M
3 piv o AN e [TV R9DLANON vt»
@ o

2450 o o sy ‘.. . -\gnn\ I -y ,.\\wu):l 4 T :&" i
' “mrv 2D P W{‘ DO % ) wwmur:'m o o
S U"'\‘» ‘or Shpir i w\vmmwmv
) I B SO a0 5) AT T i "'“"u{"\',‘,‘,{'“ B g e
3130 1D nn‘;rmummhv*?;'\” T“Ef"ﬂ'” W 2 S A e
o2 P e e s e oo,

R B e e 1=y Il e el o
..unm ;‘\ﬁpwg’”\ O  f 37 DAY s ko V3 e o 2 oy 4 e i
/W35 Y z " ~\~;;\m B By

A\rnanrmv.\u_a‘ mﬂ;‘xm m_uu»-u.‘w: m‘ 07 A e S 1 ‘:‘.-7«:‘” L 5 - o ‘V{

nwpa s s 2 2V AW A OB o0 316 S J o
m;ummm}‘ w (1o T X “‘,m“"j,f,,,\ i s o v-p)nw‘l VI ) W
% :L‘ ! 2 2) S Ak AL WH LY, Kr w-«\szvu tery
wmh A m\v\ R s A w_mm v * 1‘¥v LeLOEY
o 5 Thio J07 D1 WV DAY S Jions MO SO s
i m\ﬂumﬂ"“""“ T iy oy o mv\( T g
eho ,’,_",“_,“‘Z'.J‘YJ.,.‘ oI Be N i A
v 3 bt ot m-,-mm sy oo
ek v %M\’;‘;“m ,"-’“;;‘“ e AT re m.\unx-\hmnuﬁ\w LI B P10
m ! T € 991 A8 LT LT 013 m\fm\wm Ao B
w3 —pr <aNDAY DAY DT |3 D) 9 T |-m.m
wwav\: ‘:)ﬂh vy Y

b
wwuww'gn i A4 o " .=
o swrenoam ameah 190 T v Xns e nn th MU VD> AT 1)
T 30w M;,e‘uq. S R o S o T S U
T s Mo Y v AEOIS b M
s T SN AT D N ot *\D’"‘”“‘L,\.
T b 2 i s EADY 1D s T8 LA

S ’»
Ul m\uﬁ
150 oy oy |

v\ w\wu-wmummﬂmwﬂ» 025 108 01
2wy

C dmeans

s e
i

[ in
s

Jronsan
ooty

bz yiowe s




“MISHNAH WITH TALMUD”

& i1s

"D’L]LWQF\"V&’JA? {2[}1 AR 1 ! wa;;paavnwpé7'n‘Du:;;ﬁ?m"a’mympww; I

—op3 o , rrIw s E
| ] 5. |

: MBS0 (7100 ORI Brwm 79D 0P SV

EREDI  OPIITID [ NBOD N YOI Ry ||

v oano s e b DI KR

Y!l r\')lb \"\‘{\7 ?‘3‘"“?1 T [937‘2173 178 )‘; U709V :JJ? J??J PR
| TB) PR LD DR VDT TIMIVR. ISP TIRIN. S
IO LI OTN I3 ILOE R RO PO R R LTI LI Y
TN S DTN TTN AWR TN DTN (3N KK TR 3m Sk

D3P 230 [0 VA IO T R OLLDINIINTD L Wnrummrmmwjb»; 120 S0V ORLRIRI K ’JTV)
1l . \ o . P, PR R » b

13238 00 OTMIIBB YIM 7’!»:'37013».5:.1[;»"[1 MY,M f‘ L R e S oL ’J NY :

wm:nwvu%rmm»("ﬂmn;w‘n'r(779-:')[-7:»»0'14»0'7771 “ (5 e nw LD R 12 LTINS TN

o DI IR T T 3 'w:);‘zzHJro':mr'n*Jwbw :

| 3 PR (7% wr;»ypirb'» ;'7”)‘7.'715')'7'):),77&:3;\-53_)) ,? 5 PF ZD)?})D ﬁ?@;
l g 7?)6 13 rwpp PE oY I e !}*J rmm EIDIR T )?gy”pq’t'ql”’ ey
L, D ampLY PP) IR PRIV LN PR PTDOT zm-,;é»‘»‘

3. ' w J1 |
S Ry P TR RINVIN IR RE IR INFT D 'u.;m WP ’
|

: vnng;nr‘:urm_'w?;p(»un>r R [wnr (9':73-7”70’)9'77/71’71)1 P
RO EDIPR T PID WAL DN IO QL RV IR
NDHBOPI i::p-ﬁa»('v [PIDPCURIIDS P IP AN |21, g
AN 1A PR DR DR R I R T3 PR IO

V20 VT VIR YN AT P10 I PR NP KB DR ID
9 PN 0 IR SR (908 PRI 20 PO P I0

=

T 10PN, VIR AN ORI '7}»; PR IPRADN R
T2 O 3R AT AP PIOT DN 10 PN UR L DN 2
R g )zﬁm‘m?)?pmpmw
B PR30 0 T TR DI TARIE 200 10 7R (9
S e SRR TN DI IRING3 10 NI DL IWED IR
013430 S0 FOP DB T [ F 00 | W T 0TI VRN P OID
Gb-{-mxwrmz'mmp" DR NP PR ONIDOTIG TR TIND
wink WA ;wuﬁ :Jﬁrfo'wy,:;;)pm (rzbrz LR 170
ORI (DN, mtfomm;:n‘)n:)» 2N RN R B KD
MR i D2 R I B VRE DD OIS P TIIE, TR
P mrmrmw(» VB0 1T YD) VORI OO i

e R m‘:ppv»i} B ST
N '?iqvmmmrbMJv"{éwmmpﬁbp;‘mwum:w-’:mmm» |
L s ’Z?w"””5[’7”’1”’”’"5”””5?"’,” on a%
LY SPLDIRIDII I IR PN I P P %
B30 h "}‘-.127;27:%”7‘1?7‘» [MHZ&JW’?DQD')WDJD?J'JJ"
: mmu;;pnmbq-u)m'mwr} mambgpvm WY ;4
P”zb?n7rm»’rz-fqlm-ej-nyr N2 ALRD K2 B NN 1 O R |
QLIYIVDIVF IR 117 BT LPID PRERI IR D :
PYD YYD KV IS DI T RIBIETI Y 1T ) 5] k-8
,;’ PRI ORLPL KN KD KYIDIIO YIS PRI I AT
(15 ©70 00305 10D D DR 1ER0 M3 FOID PR DDI S LIDIR TN 45
“TORLNPRO

|
i T
{




EXAMPLE: M. AVODAH ZARAH 2:6

l"]l e ‘d 1|v‘ ) B A4 IdV ..—-

The following items of gentiles are
prohibited but their prohibition does Vm:mw

not extend to all benefit: milk that was W‘e
milked by a gentile without Israelite ﬂ‘\‘”)‘\mﬂ

supervision, and their bread and oil; W‘M"_ﬁ“‘ﬂﬁﬂm’
Rabbi and his court permitted oil; b
and boiled and pressed preserves A‘w”m 'B 'M"ﬂ"

into which they customarily put wine m‘”\mmbwvwgm
or vinegar, and pounded fterit, and fish m“
brine that has no fish, and hilek fish,
and drops of asafetida, and sal
. o vmmm‘m

conditum. These are prohibited, but

their prohibition does not extend to alll mﬁ’?\"ﬂ ! ‘t"'l!‘?@”m

benefit. T A.A...&.T.L_.“
MS Kaufman A50

(Trans. Hayes [modified])
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MISHNAH WITH MAIMONIDES

e New York, The Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, MS 8254, f. 3
(formerly ENA 4045.8), 12 century

» Maimonides handwritten draft of his

commentary to the order of Taharot
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“LITURGICAL MISHNAH”

” e Tractate Avot in JTS’ “Rothschild
Mahzor”
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“LITURGICAL MISHNAH”

“Vi-Atah Titsaveh,” the twentieth parsha,
appears before Shabbat Xl, the twentieth
chapter in the order Berakhot then Shabbat
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THE LANGUAGE OF THE MISHNAH:
ONE FURTHER TYPOLOGY

e Moshe Bar-Asher:

Babylonian vs. Palestinian: differences in
the orthographic text of the Hebrew of the
Mishnah.

Within the Palestinian branch: there are
differences of pronunciation between
“Eastern” and “Western” versions, though
the orthographic text of the Mishnah is the
same.

And yet, all the traditions originate in the
Land of Israel

& i1s

19 The Different Traditions of Mishnaic Hebrew

19.1 Introduction

§1 Research into Mishnaic Hebrew, which has made great strides in the
past seventy years, has concentrated primarily on the language of the Tan-
naim. Only a few studies have been devoted to works or manuscripts belonging
to later periods of rabbinic literature;! and even within the language of the
Tannaim, scholars have mainly dealt with the language of the Mishna.2 The
revered status of the Mishna within tannaitic literature is well-reflected in the
following two points: (1) several complete manuscripts of Mishna are extant
as well as hundreds of poorly preserved, fragmented manuscripts of Mishna.
There are, on the other hand, very few manuscripts of other tannaitic works;
and (2) it is the only corpus of tannaitic literature for which a regular reading
tradition has been preserved in the many different dispersed Jewish communi-
ties. This situation has led scholars to concentrate their efforts on the study of
the language of the Mishna, neglecting other tannaitic corpora. As a result,
there are scores of studies dealing with the grammar of the language of the
Mishna.

§2 In many of these studies, especially those dealing with early manu-
scripts, one clearly discerns the desire of the researchers to recover the earliest
features of mishnaic Hebrew. All studies attempt to lay bare changes and cor-
rections which have entered the language during the long course of its trans-
mission. J. N. Epstein and H. Yalon paved the way for such research with their
exemplary studies; these scholars were followed by E. Y. Kutscher who gave
added momentum to this method of research (Kutscher 1963). Kutscher sought,
as he had done with Galilean Aramaic, to base the linguistic description of the
Mishna on reliable manuscripts, i.e., manuscripts which either preserved or
partially preserved the original language and text of the Mishna.? According to
Kutscher, MS Kaufmann (K) was the most reliable manuscript of the language
of the Tannaim in general, and the language of the Mishna in particular. He

1 For example, see Sokoloff 1971 and especially Breuer 2002.

2 The works of the late M. Moreshet on the Hebrew baraitot of the Babylonian Talmud
(Moreshet 1974a and 1974b) constitute noteworthy exceptions. See also Haneman, 1974, Bar-
Asher 1983b, and Yeivin 1965.

3 Kutscher’s main criticism of M. H. Segal’s A Grammar of Mishnaic Hebrew (1936) focused
on the fact that Segal based his grammar on printed editions of rabbinic literature and ignored
the evidence found in manuscripts. The existence of manuscripts was already known at the
time he wrote his earlier edition of the grammar in English (1927). See Kutscher 1968:1.




SOME LINGUISTIC DIFFERENCES

- Palestine Branch “nnn” vs. Babylonian branch: “inn+” (from him)
» But nn'n is documented in letters from second century Judean Desert

- Palestine Branch “n'aa” vs. Babylonian branch “n'ax” (in the house of)

» But “n'ax” is documented in second-century letters of Bar Koseba

- Other common differences:
Palestine “nwiy xInw ,X1Ip XInw,” etc., vs. Babylonian “nhwiyw ,xipw,” etc.
Palestine “jyon% ,|7wyn%,” vs. Babylonian “noun% ,n%yn%”

And many others



WHY THE DIFFERENCE?

- Chronological and Geographic
Differences:

» The Mishnah was brought to
rabbinic circles in Babylonia
while it continued to be
modified in Palestine

» In some ways, then, the
“earliest” versions of the
Babylonian Mishnah may then
predate those found in
Palestinian sources, orin
manuscripts that come more
directly from that tradition




A CONCLUSION: HOW TO PRESENT THE
TEXT OF THE MISHNAH
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MISHNAH MANUSCRIPTS AND JEWISH

EDUCATION: BIBLIOMETRY
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MISHNAH MANUSCRIPTS AND JEWISH
EDUCATION: BIBLIOMETRY

Relative Number of Genizah Fragments

m Mishnah
Tosefta
m Palestinian Talmud

» Babylonian Talmud
Alfasi




MISHNAH MANUSCRIPTS AND JEWISH
EDUCATION: BIBLIOMETRY

Possible Number of Manuscripts Attested
in the Cairo Genizah by Proportion

m Shabbat
Berakhot
m Other




MISHNAH MANUSCRIPTS AND JEWISH
EDUCATION: SCRIBAL ERRORS
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CONCLUSIONS

** While scholars have used Hebrew manuscripts to study Jewish History and
texts for well over a century, a significant amount of work remains to be done,
and the nature of the work itself has changed

» This is due to technological changes—how we can access and analyze
manuscripts—and to methodological changes
» To be sure, the two are related to one another

% In the study of manuscripts of rabbinic literature, one major shift is from
studying the history of the text to the history of the work and corpus—and using
this to shed light on the transmission of knowledge

% JTS is a center for this form of study, given our mission and resources



