Rabbi Daniel Nevins, JTS. From the Outside In: How a History of Marginalization
Affects Jewish Responses to Marginal Populations Today

Text Group 1: Introverted Israel (Leviticus)

Text 1a Leviticus 20: 22-26

You shall faithfully observe all My laws
and all My regulations, lest the land to
which I bring you to settle in spew you
out. You shall not follow the practices of
the nation that I am driving out before
you. For it is because they did all these
things that I abhorred them and said to
you: You shall possess their land, for I will
give it to you to possess, a land flowing
with milk and honey. I the LORD am your
God who has set you apart from other
peoples. So you shall set apart the clean
beast from the unclean, the unclean bird
from the clean. You shall not draw
abomination upon yourselves through
beast or bird or anything with which the
ground is alive, which I have set apart for
you to treat as unclean. You shall be holy
to Me, for I the LORD am holy, and I
have set you apart from other peoples to
be Mine.
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Text 1b: Whose People are You? Midrash HaGadol to Levit. 20:26.

1 will separate you from the peoples.
Through these two things will Israel be
differentiated from the nations—sexual
guidelines, and forbidden foods. 7o be
mine. If you differentiate yourselves from
the people then you are Mine; but if not,
then you belong to Nebuchadnezzar, King
of Babylonia, and his friends.
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Text Group 2: Israel Viewed from Afar (Numbers)

2a: Balaam’s Failed Curse:

Numbers 23:7-10

He took up his theme, and said: From
Aram has Balak brought me, Moab’s king
from the hills of the East: Come, curse me
Jacob, Come, tell Israel’s doom! How can I
damn whom God has not damned, How
doom when the LORD has not doomed?
As I see them from the mountain tops,
Gaze on them from the heights, There is a
people that dwells apart, Not reckoned
among the nations; Who can count the
dust of Jacob, Number the dust-cloud of
Israel? May I die the death of the upright;
May my fate be like theirs!
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Text 2b: Rashi (Shlomo Yitzhaki 11C France) to Numbers 23:9.

Indeed, a nation that dwells apart—this
benefit was due to the merit of their
ancestors, that they would dwell alone. Not
reckoned among the nations—as it is translated
[in Aramaic]—they will never cease, as do other
nations, as Jeremiah says, “I will put an end to the
nations, etc.”—but they [Israel] are not numbered
among the rest. Another explanation: when they
[Israel] are happy, no other nation rejoices with
them, as it says [Deut. 32:12], “God placed them

alone.”

PIAR 19 12T WK RI - oW TTaY oY N

- 2wnne 8H 0733 NN ,TTA NawY
AIRW Op nHa Pwya Pt RH IMAN0

152 AWYR 2 (R?,5 7107) ANRIW MM
TMR 2T RWA DY AR TR W onan Hoa
TARIY ,DARY ANAY ARIR PR PRRY W3
1N 772 "1 (20,25 0MaT)



Rabbi Daniel Nevins, JTS. From the Outside In: How a History of Marginalization
Affects Jewish Responses to Marginal Populations Today

Text 2c: Rabbi Yosef Bekhor Shor (12C Spain) to Numbers 23:9.
That dwells apart—meaning, they will M2 112w nvah Amba ,owr 7135

dwell in safety, as in “[ Thus Israel] dwells o159 R 1PRY DT "33 Py 772 Noa"
in safety alone, untroubled is Jacob’s
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abode” (Deut. 33:28). Because a person
who has nothing to fear may dwell alone
without need of allies. Not counted
among nations—they are not considered

like other nations that a person can curse.
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Text Group 3:
3a. Haman’s Slander of the Jews, Esther 3:8

Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, o _
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people and who do not obey the king’s

laws; and it is not in Your Majesty’s

interest to tolerate them.
3b. Commentary of Malbim (19C Ukraine)

Haman said—The meaning is that Haman deceived King Ahasuerus in two ways. First, he didn’t
identify who this people is that he is slandering, for perhaps if Ahasuerus knew about the Jews that
they are renowned as a wise and discerning people he would not heed Haman’s voice. Then, he
didn’t reveal his intention to destroy them, for even if they were a more lowly and despised people,
[Ahasuerus] might not have heeded him. But Haman was wily and said “there is a people”—not
known well enough to recognize their name—and since he wanted to slander them and say that they
were causing harm to all peoples, whether by their faith or their political conduct, and he [Haman]
knew that if they were all concentrated in one state they could not damage other states, or even if
they were settled across many states but concentrated in specific cities, they also would be no threat
to the king. For this reason, he began “there is a scattered people,” that they have no state of their
own, and they are distributed, that they also don’t have their own cities, but are found in every

neighborhood, across the entire empire, and therefore they threaten all people.
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Text Group 4: Gentiles to Join Jews at Redemption

4a. Zecharia 2:14-17

Shout for joy, Fair Zion! For lo, I come;
and I will dwell in your midst—declares
the LORD. In that day many nations will
attach themselves to the LORD and
become His people, and He will dwell in
your midst. Then you will know that I was
sent to you by the LORD of Hosts. The
LORD will take Judah to Himself as His
portion in the Holy Land, and He will
choose Jerusalem once more. Be silent, all
flesh, before the LORD! For He is roused
from His holy habitation.

4b Tzephania 3:9

For then I will make the peoples pure of
speech, So that they all invoke the LORD

by name And serve Him with one accord.

4c. Commentary of Malbim to Zechariah 2:15

Then many nations will accompany the
Lord—meaning that they will convert and
accept the true faith. Nevertheless, 7 will
dwell in your midst—that is, within Israel,
as it says, “and I will walk in your midst,
and you will know that the Lord of Hosts
has sent me to you”—for my first mission
was to warn the nations, but this mission
is to you, to encourage you that there is

hope.
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