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I. Introduction — Civic Friendship
1. Aristotle, Fudaimonian Ethics

“it is thought to be the special business of the political art to produce friendship...” (1234b22)

2. Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition

“|W]hat love is in its own, narrowly circumscribed sphere, respect is in the larger domain of human affairs. Respect... is a kind of
‘friendship’ without intimacy and without closeness.” (243)

3. Danielle Allen, Talking to Strangers

“It is not the emotions of friendship that are relevant to politics, but rather its core practices.” (120)

4. Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed III. 43

“The festivals are all for rejoicing and pleasurable gatherings, which in most cases are indispensable for human beings; they are also
useful in the establishment of friendship, which must exist among people in political societies...”



II.  Jewish Sources on Civic Enmity — as Sources for a Jewish Conception of Civic Friendship
5. Emmanuel Levinas, Nine Talmudic Readings, Introduction

“If the Talmud is not philosophy, its tractates are an eminent source of those experiences from which philosophies derive their
nourishment.”

6. Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 9b
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7. Babylonian Talmud, Gittin 55b-56a
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and said to the emperor: The Jews have rebelled against you...




8. Moshe Avigdor Amiel, Derashot EI-Ami (Sermons to My People), Parashat Ki Tavo (Poland, 1934)
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9. 1 Maccabees 1:7-15, 20-25

Thus Alexander reigned for twelve years, and died, 8and each of his servants took power, each in his place. After his death they
all donned diadems, and so too their sons after them for many years, and they multiplied evil in the world. Out of them there
emerged a sinful growth, Antiochus Epiphanes (the son of King Antiochus), who had been a hostage in Rome, and he began to
reign as king in the 137% year of the kingdom of the Greeks.

In those days there emerged out of Israel wicked men, and they seduced many, saying: “Come let us make a covenant with the
Gentiles who are around us. For since the day we separated ourselves from them we have been visited by many troubles.” This
proposal found favor in their eyes, and some of the members of the people volunteered and went to the king, and he gave them

the authority to act according to the customs of the Gentiles. So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, according to the customs
of the Gentiles. They made themselves foreskins, deviating from the sacred covenant and yoking themselves to the Gentiles;

they sold themselves to the doing of evil....

Then Antiochus turned back after smiting Egypt, in the 143t year, and came up against Israel and Jerusalem with a strong army.
He invaded the Temple arrogantly and took the golden altar and the candelabrum and all its appurtenances, and the Table of the
Presence and the libation cups and the bowls and the golden censers and the curtain; and the crowns and the golden decoration
upon the facade of the sanctu- ary—he stripped them all off. And he took the silver and the gold and the precious vessels, and
he took the hidden treasures that he found. After taking it all he departed for his own land; he worked pollution and spoke with
great arrogance. And there came great mourning upon Israel, in all of their places.




10. Josephus, Jewish Wars, Book 1

1. AT the same time that Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, had a quarrel with the sixth Ptolemy about his right to the whole

country of Syria, a great sedition fell among the men of power in Judea, and they had a contention about obtaining the
government; while each of those that were of dignity could not endure to be subject to their equals. However, Onias, one of the
high-priests, got the better, and cast the sons of Tobias out of the city; who fled to Antiochus, and besought him to make use of
them for his leaders, and to make an expedition into Judea. The king, being thereto disposed beforehand, complied with them,
and came upon the Jews with a great army, and took their city by force, and slew a great multitude of those that favoured

Ptolemy, and sent out his soldiers to plunder them without mercy. He also spoiled the temple, and put a stop to the constant
practice of offering a daily sacrifice of expiation for three years and six months. But Onias the high-priest fled to Ptolemy, and
received a place from him in the Nomus of Heliopolis, where he built a city resembling Jerusalem, and a temple that was like its
temple; concerning which we shall speak more in its proper place hereafter.

2. Now Antiochus... compelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of their country, and to keep their infants uncircumcised, and to
sacrifice swines flesh upon the altar; against which they all opposed themselves, and the most approved among them were put to
death...



III. 'The Miracles of Hannukah and Lessons for Civic Friendship I. (Diplomatic/Military)
11. 1 Maccabees 4:25, 36-39, 43, 48-50, 52-60, 5:1-3

Thus there occurred that day a great salvation in Israel... And Judas and his brothers said: “Behold—our enemies have been
crushed. Let us go up and purify the Temple and rededicate it.” And so the whole force assembled and went up to Mount Zion.
When they saw that the Temple had been desolated and that the altar had been desecrated, that the gates had been burnt down,
and that plants were growing in the courts as if in a forest or on one of the mountains, and the chambers destroyed, they tore
their clothes and mourned greatly... and they purified the Temple... And they built the Temple and sanctified the things inside
the building and consecrated the courts, and made new holy vessels and brought the candelabrum and the incense altar and the
table into the sanctuary. Then they offered up incense upon the altar and lit the lights upon the candelabrum, thus illuminating
the inside of the sanctuary...

Arising early the next morning, the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month— which is Kislev—of the 148th year, they brought a
sacrifice according to the Law, upon the new whole-offering altar that they had made; at about the season and the day in which
the Gentiles had defiled it, at that time it was rededicated with hymns, lyres, (other) stringed instruments, and cymbals.... They
carried out the dedication of the altar for eight days and brought whole-offerings with joy; and they offered a sacrifice of well-
being and of praise... And Judas and his brothers and the entire community of Israel instituted the celebration of the days of the
rededication of the altar in their season, every year, for eight days, beginning on the twenty-fifth day of the month of Kislev,
with mirth and joy.

At that time they also built a high wall around Mount Zion, and strong tow- ers, lest the Gentiles again come and trample them,

as they had done previously. 01And he stationed a force there to guard it, and he fortified Beth Zur...

When the Gentiles roundabout heard that the altar had been built and the Temple rededicated as they previously were, they were
very wrathful, and they decided to wipe out the people of Jacob in their midst. So they began to kill members of the people and
to exterminate them. But Judas fought...



12. Josepus, Jewish Wars, Book I

Now Judas, supposing that Antiochus would not lie still, gathered an army out of his own countrymen, and was the first that
made a league of friendship with the Romans, and drove Epiphanes out of the country when he had made a second expedition
into it, and this by giving him a great defeat there; and when he was warmed by this great success, he made an assault upon the
garrison that was in the city, for it had not been cut off hitherto; so he ejected them out of the upper city, and drove the soldiers
into the lower... He then got the temple under his power, and cleansed the whole place, and walled it round about, and made
new vessels for sacred ministrations, and brought them into the temple, because the former vessels had been profaned. He also
built another altar, and began to offer the sacrifices; and when the city had already received its sacred constitution again,
Antiochus died; whose son Antiochus succeeded him in the kingdom, and in his hatred to the Jews also.

13. 1 Maccabees 8:1-2, 14-16, 19-21

Judas heard of the fame of the Romans, that they are mighty warriors but are well-disposed toward all who join them and

establish friendship with whoever approaches them, and that they are mighty warriors. And he was told of their wars and of
their valorous deeds.... But despite all of this, not one of them crowned himself with a diadem or wrapped himself in purple so
as to pretend to be great. Rather, they made themselves a council, and every day 320 of them always take counsel together
concerning the population and maintaining its good order. Every year they entrust a single person with governing them and
ruling all of their territory, and they all listen to that one person; among them there is neither envy nor jealousy...They went to
Rome—and the trip is very longl—and entered the council and declared: “Judas, also known as Maccabaeus, and his brothers
and the community of the Judeans have sent us to you to establish alliance and peace with you, so that we may be listed among
vour allies and friends.” This found favor in their eyes.




IV.  The Miracles of Hannukah and Lessons for Civic Friendship II. (Religious, Oil)

14. Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 21b

What is Hanukkah, The Sages taught: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev,
the days of Hanukkah are eight. One may not eulogize on them and
one may not fast on them. When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary
they defiled all the oils that were in the Sanctuary. And when the
Hasmonean monarchy overcame them and emerged victorious over
them, they searched and found only one cruse of oil that was placed
with the seal of the High Priest. And there was sufficient oil there to
light the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle occurred and they lit
the candelabrum from it eight days. The next year the Sages instituted
those days and made them holidays with recitation of halle/ and special
thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.
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V. The Miracle of Oil — A Biblical Intertext

15. 2 Kings 4:1-7

(1) A certain woman, the wife of one of the disciples of the prophets,
cried out to Elisha: “Your servant my husband is dead, and you know
how your servant revered GOD. And now a creditor is coming to
seize my two children as slaves.” (2) Elisha said to her, “What can I
do for you? Tell me, what have you in the house?” She replied, “Your
maidservant has nothing at all in the house, except a jug of 0il.” (3)
“Go,” he said, “and borrow vessels outside, from all your neighbors,
empty vessels, as many as you can. (4) Then go in and shut the door
behind you and your children, and pour [oil] into all those vessels,
removing each one as it is filled.” (5) She went away and shut the door
behind her and her children. They kept bringing [vessels] to her and
she kept pouring. (6) When the vessels were full, she said to her son,
“Bring me another vessel.” He answered her, “There are no more
vessels”; and the oil stopped. (7) She came and told the agent of God,
and he said, “Go sell the oil and pay your debt, and you and your
children can live on the rest.”
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