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Framing the Conversation on Love in Dark Times 
Dr. Shira Billet 

 

1. Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity 

“The metaphysical event of transcendence - the welcome of the Other…- is not accomplished as love.” 

“Love does not simply lead, by a more detoured or more direct way, toward the Thou. It is bent in another 
direction than that wherein one encounters the Thou.” 
 
“The relationship established between lovers in voluptuosity, fundamentally refractory to universalization, 
is the very contrary of the social relation. It excludes the third party, it remains intimacy, dual solitude, 
closed society, the supremely non-public.” 
 

2. Leo Strauss, On Plato’s Symposium 
 
“[Why do we study Plato in particular? When we look at the present situation in the world, this side of the 
Iron Curtain, we see that there are two powers dominating present-day thought, positivism and historicism. 
The defect of these powers today compels us to look out for an alternative.” (1) 
 
“Philosophy, Aristophanes suggests, in contradistinction to poetry, is unable to persuade… the multitude. 
Philosophy transcends the ephemeral, the mundane, the political. However, it cannot find its way back to 
it. The philosopher… is blind to the context in which philosophy exists, namely political life… 
[P]hilosophy is un-erotic and… unpoetic. Philosophy is blind to the human things experienced in… the 
acts of living. These acts of living are precisely the theme of poetry… Poetry is the capstone of 
wisdom….” (6-7) 
 
“Plato defends Socrates against this charge… Socrates is so far from being blind to the political that he is 
truly the discoverer of the political in its own kind… And Socrates, far from being an unerotic man, is the 
erotician. It is not true that poetry is the capstone of philosophy. On the contrary, philosophy is the 
capstone of poetry… [I]n the Symposium…, philosophy defeats poetry in the contest for supremacy 
regarding wisdom. [This also means] that the right kind of philosophy is more truly poetic than poetry… 
For Plato… if you have understood the human soul in its essence, you can make these highest principles 
transparent in all human beings and all types of human beings.” (8). 
 

3. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8  
 

 ת֙וֹכּבְלִ תעֵ֤ )ד( … ׃עַוּטֽנָ רוֹק֥עֲלַ תעֵ֖וְ תעַטַ֔לָ תעֵ֣ תוּמ֑לָ תעֵ֣וְ תדֶלֶ֖לָ תעֵ֥ )ב( ׃םיִמָֽשָּׁהַ תחַתַּ֥ ץפֶחֵ֖־לכׇלְ תעֵ֥וְ ןמָ֑זְ לכֹּ֖לַ )א(
ֹנשְׂלִ תעְֵ֣ ב֙הֹאֱלֶֽ תעֵ֤ )ח( ׃רבֵּֽדַלְ תעֵ֥וְ תוֹשׁ֖חֲלַ תעֵ֥ רוֹפּ֔תְלִ תעֵ֣וְ עַ֙וֹר֙קְלִ תעֵ֤ )ז( … ׃דוֹקֽרְ תעֵ֥וְ דוֹפ֖סְ תעֵ֥ קוֹח֔שְׂלִ תעֵ֣וְ  א֔
 ׃םוֹלֽשָׁ תעֵ֥וְ המָ֖חָלְמִ תעֵ֥

 
(1) A season is set for everything, a time for every experience under heaven: (2) A time for birthing and a 
time for dying; A time for planting and a time for uprooting the planted… (4) A time for weeping and a 
time for laughing; A time for wailing and a time for dancing;… (7)… A time for silence and a time for 
speaking; (8) A time for loving and a time for hating; A time for war and a time for peace. 
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Uncertainty and Vulnerability in Love and Politics 
Dr. Fannie Bialek 

 
1. Lysias in Plato’s Phaedrus:  

 
“You know what my condition is, and you have heard how I think it is to our advantage to arrange these 
matters. [231a] And I claim that I ought not to be refused what I ask because I am not your lover. For 
lovers repent of the kindnesses they have done when their passion ceases; but there is no time when non-
lovers naturally repent. For they do kindnesses to the best of their ability, not under compulsion, but of 
their free will, according to their view of their own best interest. And besides, lovers consider the injury 
they have done to their own concerns on account of their love, and the benefits they have conferred, and 
they add the trouble they have had, [231b] and so they think they have long ago made sufficient return to 
the beloved; but non-lovers cannot ever neglect of their own affairs because of their condition, nor can 
they take account of the pains they have been at in the past, nor lay any blame for quarrels with their 
relatives; and so, since all these evils are removed, there is nothing left for them but to do eagerly what they 
think will please the beloved.” (Phaedra’s 230e-231b) 
 
Plato, “Phaedrus,” in Plato in Twelve Volumes, Vol. 9 translated by Harold N. Fowler. Cambridge, MA, Harvard 
University Press; London, William Heinemann Ltd. 1925 
 
 

2. Mark Strand, “In Memory of Joseph Brodsky” 
 
It could be said, even here, that what remains of the self 
Unwinds into a vanishing light, and thins like dust, and heads 
To a place where knowing and nothing pass into each other, and through; 
That it moves, unwinding still, beyond the vault of brightness ended, 
And continues to a place which may never be found, where the unsayable, 
Finally, once more is uttered, but lightly, quickly, like random rain 
That passes in sleep, that one imagines passes in sleep. 
What remains of the self unwinds and unwinds, for none 
Of the boundaries holds — neither the shapeless one between us, 
Nor the one that falls between your body and your voice. Joseph, 
Dear Joseph, those sudden reminders of your having been — the places 
And times whose greatest life was the one you gave them — now appear 
Like ghosts in your wake. What remains of the self unwinds 
Beyond us, for whom time is only a measure of meanwhile 
And the future no more than et cetera et cetera ...but fast and forever. 
 
First published as “Et Cetera, Et Cetera” in The New Yorker, November 4, 1996. Later published in this form in Mark 
Strand, Blizzard of One (New York: Knopf, 1998) 
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Turning Suffering into Love 
Rabbi Dr. Shai Held  

 
 

 ט:גכ תוֹמשְׁ  .1
 :םיִרָצְמִ ץרֶאֶבְּ םתֶייִהֱ םירִגֵ יכִּ רגֵּהַ שׁפֶנֶ תאֶ םתֶּעְדַיְ םתֶּאַוְ ץחָלְתִ אֹל רגֵוְ 9
 

1.  Exodus 23:9 
9You shall not oppress a stranger for you know the feelings of the stranger, having yourselves been 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 
 

  דל-גל:טי ארָקְיִּוַ  .2
  וֹתאֹ וּנוֹת אֹל םכֶצְרְאַבְּ רגֵּ Cתְּאִ רוּגיָ יכִו33ְ
 :םכֶיהHֵאֱ יָיְ ינִאֲ םיִרָצְמִ ץרֶאֶבְּ םתֶייִהֱ םירִגֵ יכִּ Cוֹמכָּ וֹל תָּבְהַאָוְ םכֶתְּאִ רגָּהַ רגֵּהַ םכֶלָ היֶהְיִ םכֶּמִ חרָזְאֶכ34ְּ

 
2.  Leviticus 19:33-34 
33When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him.  34The stranger who resides with 
you shall be to you as one of your native-born; you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt: I the Lord am your God. 

 טי-זט:י םירִבָדְּ  .3
 :דחַשֹׁ חקַּיִ אֹלוְ םינִפָ אשָּׂיִ אֹל רשֶׁאֲ ארָוֹנּהַוְ רבֹּגִּהַ לדֹגָּהַ לאֵהָ םינִדֹאֲהָ ינֵדֹאֲוַ םיהHִאֱהָ יהHֵאֱ אוּה םכֶיהHֵאֱ יָיְ יכ17ִּ
 :הלָמְשִׂוְ םחֶלֶ וֹל תתֶלָ רגֵּ בהֵאֹוְ הנָמָלְאַוְ םוֹתיָ טפַּשְׁמִ השֶׂע18ֹ
 :םיִרָצְמִ ץרֶאֶבְּ םתֶייִהֱ םירִגֵ יכִּ רגֵּהַ תאֶ םתֶּבְהַאֲו19ַ
 

3.  Deuteronomy 10:17-19 
17For the Lord your God is God supreme and Lord supreme, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, 
who shows no favor and takes no bribe, 18but upholds the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves 
the stranger, providing him with food and clothing.  19You too must love the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 

 גכ-אכ:בכ תוֹמשְׁ  .4
 .ןוּנּעַתְ אֹל םוֹתיָוְ הנָמָלְאַ-לכ21ָּ
 .וֹתקָעֲצַ עמַשְׁאֶ עַמֹשָׁ ילַאֵ קעַצְיִ קעֹצָ-םאִ יכִּ—וֹתאֹ הנֶּעַתְ הנֵּעַ-םא22ִ
 .םימִתֹיְ םכֶינֵבְוּ תוֹנמָלְאַ םכֶישֵׁנְ וּיהָוְ ;ברֶחָבֶּ םכֶתְאֶ יתִּגְרַהָוְ יפִּאַ הרָחָו23ְ
 

4.  Exodus 22:21-23 
21You shall not ill-treat any widow or orphan.  22If you do mistreat them, I will heed their outcry as soon as 
they cry out to Me, 23and My anger shall blaze forth and I will put you to the sword, and your own wives 
shall become widows and your children orphans. 

 זי-זט:גכ םירִבָדְּ  .5
 .וינָדֹאֲ םעִמֵ Cילֶאֵ לצֵנָּיִ-רשֶׁאֲ וינָדֹאֲ-לאֶ דבֶעֶ ריגִּסְתַ-אֹל15
 .וּנּנֶוֹתּ אֹל וֹל בוֹטּבַּ—Cירֶעָשְׁ דחַאַבְּ רחַבְיִ-רשֶׁאֲ םוֹקמָּבַּ Cבְּרְקִבְּ בשֵׁיֵ Cמְּע16ִ
 

5.  Deuteronomy 23:16-17 
16You shall not turn over to his master a slave who seeks refuge with you from his master.  17He shall live 
with you in any place he may choose among the settlements in your midst, wherever he pleases; you must 
not ill-treat him. 
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Must Love Be Disinterested? 
Dr. Nadav S. Berman  

 
See Nadav S. Berman, “Peculiarly Interesting Disinterestedness: A Pragmatist Reading of Mishnah Avot 5:16.” Journal of 
Jewish Ethics 8(1): 42-56 (2022) 

1. Mishnah Avot 5:16                                                       

 איהִ וֹזיאֵ .םלָוֹעלְ הלָטֵבְּ הּנָיאֵ ,רבָדָבְ היָוּלתְּ הּנָיאֵשֶׁוְ .הבָהֲאַ הלָטֵבְּ ,רבָדָּ לטֵבָּ ,רבָדָבְ היָוּלתְ איהִשֶׁ הבָהֲאַ לכָּ )זט(
:ןתָנָוֹהיוִ דוִדָּ תבַהֲאַ וֹז ,רבָדָבְ היָוּלתְּ הּנָיאֵשֶׁוְ .רמָתָוְ ןוֹנמְאַ תבַהֲאַ וֹז ,רבָדָבְ היָוּלתְּהַ הבָהֲאַ  

Any love that depends upon a thing—when the thing is lost, the love is lost. But one that doesn’t depend 
upon a thing—it will never be lost. What is an example of love that depends upon a thing? The love of 
Amnon and Tamar. And one that doesn’t depend upon a thing? The love of David and Jonathan. 
(Translation by Martin S. Jaffee) 

2. Friedrich Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil 

“Now that it has become so common to praise “disinterested people,” we must […] be made aware of 
what the common people are actually interested in […] What we will discover is that most of what interests 
and attracts people of more refined and discriminating taste, anyone of a higher nature, seems completely 
“uninteresting” to the average person […] “disinterested” action is a very interesting and interested 
action.” 
 
Beyond Good and Evil: Prelude to a Philosophy of the Future, trans. and ed. M. Faber, UK: Oxford University Press 
1998, p. 112. 

3. 1 Samuel 18:1; 2 Samuel 1:26 

׃וֹשֽׁפְנַכְּ ןתָ֖נָוֹהיְ ]וּהבֵ֥הָאֱיֶּֽוַ[ )ובהאיו( דוִ֑דָּ שׁפֶ֣נֶבְּ הרָ֖שְׁקְנִ ןתָ֔נָוֹה֣יְ שׁ֙פֶנֶ֙וְ … 

… Jonathan’s soul became bound up with the soul of David; Jonathan loved David as himself. 

םישִֽׁנָ תבַ֖הֲאַמֵ ילִ֔ ֙-תְבָֽהֲאַ התָאַ֤לְפְנִ דאֹ֑מְ ילִּ֖ תָּמְעַ֥נָ ןתָ֔נָוֹה֣יְ י֙חִאָ -ילֶ֗עָ ילִ֣־רצַ  
 

I grieve for you/ My brother Jonathan/ You were most dear to me. 
Your love was wonderful to me/ More than the love of women. 
 

4. 2 Samuel 13:1-2, 14-15 

וֹת֔חֹאֲ רמָ֣תָּ ר֙וּבעֲבַּֽ תוֹלּ֗חַתְהִלְ ןוֹנ֜מְאַלְ רצֶיֵּ֨וַ ׃דוִֽדָּ־ןבֶּ ןוֹנ֥מְאַ הָבֶ֖הָאֱיֶּוַ רמָ֑תָּ הּמָ֣שְׁוּ הפָ֖יָ תוֹח֥אָ דוִ֛דָּ־ןבֶּ םוֹל֧שָׁבְאַלְוּ ןכֵ֗־ירֵחֲאַ … 

… Absalom son of David had a beautiful sister named Tamar, and Amnon son of David became 
infatuated with her. Amnon was so distraught because of his [half-]sister Tamar that he became sick… 

 
דאֹ֔מְ הלָ֣וֹדגְּ ה֙אָנְשִׂ ןוֹנ֗מְאַ הָאֶ֣נָשְׂיִּוַ ׃הּתָֽאֹ בכַּ֖שְׁיִּוַ הָנֶּ֔עַיְוַ ה֙נָּמֶּ֙מִ קזַ֤חֱיֶּוַ … 

…[H]e overpowered her and lay with her by force. Then Amnon felt a very great loathing for her… 
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Eros and Desire in Modern Hebrew Literature 
Dr. Tafat Hacohen-Bick 

 
1. Nathan Bistritzky-Agmon, Visions (Hebrew) 

 
“Nathan of Gaza: (In a rage) The people have reached a degree of heat that can't be imagined… Knesset of 
Israel, the time of love has come… the entire world spreads a wedding canopy above it… and where is the 
beloved? Where is the Redeemer of Israel? We have no time, no time!... Each soul cries for Redemption, like 
a suckling infant cries for its mother's milk, just so… Jews are leaving their land, abandoning their home and 
possessions, throwing it all away behind their backs, for here, the End of Wonders has arrived… the End of 
Wonders has arrived…” 
 
Nathan Bistritzky-Agmon, Visions, vol. 2 (Tel Aviv: HaDfus HaHadash, 1960), 503 
 
 

2. Numbers 25:14-15 
 

 הכָּ֛מֻּהַ השָּׁ֧אִהָֽ םשֵׁ֨וְ )וט( ׃ינִֽעֹמְשִּׁלַ באָ֖־תיבֵֽ אישִׂ֥נְ אוּל֑סָ־ןבֶּ ירִ֖מְזִ תינִ֔יָדְמִּהַ־תאֶ ה֙כָּהֻ רשֶׁ֤אֲ הכֶּ֗מֻּהַ לאֵ֜רָשְׂיִ שׁיאִ֨ ם֩שֵׁוְ )די(
ֹר רוּצ֑־תבַ יבִּ֣זְכׇּ תינִ֖יָדְמִּהַ ׃אוּהֽ ן יָ֖דְמִבְּ באָ֛־תיבֵּֽ תוֹמּ֥אֻ שׁא֣  

 
(14) The name of the Israelite man who was killed, the one who was killed with the Midianite woman, was 
Zimri son of Salu, chieftain of a Simeonite ancestral house. (15) The name of the Midianite woman who was 
killed was Cozbi daughter of Zur; he was the tribal head of an ancestral house in Midian. 
 
 

3. Micha Josef Berdichevsky, "From a Place of Thunder" 
 

 .רבדא אל ץחש-ינבב .םהימימ ןוטול יבשוי דוע ואר אל הפ תבצינה וז ומכ לבא ,םלועב ויה תויפיפי םישנ הברה"
 בא-תיב אישנ הירחא הנז רשא ,רוצ-תב יבזכ הארמ םג היה הָאֶרמכ יכ ,םבלב ומכסה הדעה-יארי םג לבא
".ינועמשל  

 
“There are many beautiful women in the world, but the inhabitants of Loton had never in their lives seen 
anyone like the woman standing before them. I shall not talk about the irreligious ones, but even the God-
fearing people in the congregation inwardly agreed that the beauty of this woman must be similar to that of 
Cozbi, the daughter of Tzur, who caused a prince of the chief clan of the Simeonites to go a-whoring after 
her.” 
 

 םער לוקו תוֹנע לוק המדאה ןטבב יחה קעוצ .דחי וזחאתנו ושגפנו םמוקממ וקתינ םירה ינש .םלועה דרח עתפל"
  ."םמוקמ תא ופילחה ליסכו המיכ ,םיגלודו םיצא הלילה יקרב ,תישארב ירדס וכפהנ .ארוק םוהת לא םוהתו

 
“Suddenly the world trembled, two mountains were torn up from their roots, met and fused together. Life 
cried out in the womb of the earth, a sound of passion and thunder. Deep called to deep, the order of 
creation was overturned. Night flashes of lightning danced and zigzagged; Pleiades and Orion whirled in 
mad confusion of orbits.” 
 
Micha Josef Berdichevsky, "From a Place of Thunder," in Miriam and Other Stories (London: Toby Press, 2004), 115-
202.)  p. 142 and p. 161. 
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4. Lea Goldberg/ “Will there yet come days?”                                           גרבדלוג האל  \ םנמאה  

 
 החָילִסְבִּ םימִיָ וּאוֹביָ דוֹע םנָמְאֻהַ
  ,דסֶחֶבְוּ
   ,םתָּהַ ]לֶהֵכַּ וֹבּ יכִלְתֵוְ ,הדֶשָּׂבַּ יכִלְתֵוְ
   ,תסֶפֶּסְאַהָ ילֵעֲבַּ ףטֵלָּיִ ]לֵגְרַ ףכַּ ףוֹשׂחְמַוּ

 קתַּמְתִוְ ]וּרקְדְיִ םילִבֳּשִׁ יפֵלְשִׁ וֹא
  .םתָרָיקִדְּ
  

  תקֶפֶוֹדּהַ ויתָוֹפּטִ תדַעֲבַּ ]גֵישִּׂיַ רטָמָ וֹא
  .ןנָעֲרַ ]שֵׁאֹרוְ ]רֵאוָּצַ ]זֵחָ ]יִפַתֵכְּ לעַ
  טקֶשֶּׁהַ ]בָּ בחַרְיִוְ בטֹרָהָ הדֶשָּׂבַּ יכִלְתֵוְ
   .ןנָעָהֶ ילֵוּשׁבְּ רוֹאכָּ
  
  ,עַוֹגרָוְ םוֹשׁנָ םלֶתֶּהַ לשֶׁ וֹחירֵ תאֶ תְּמְשַׁנָוְ
  ,בהֹזָּהַ תילִוּלשְּׁהַ יאִרְבִּ שׁמֶשֶּׁהַ תאֶ תיאִרָוְ
 םבָּ רתָּמֻוּ םייִּחַוְ םירִבָדְּהַ םיטִוּשׁפְוּ
   ,עַגֹּנְלִ
  .בהֹאֱלֶ רתָּמֻוּ רתָּמֻוּ
  

  טהַלַבְּ תבֶרֶצְנִ אֹל .]דֵּבַלְ .הדֶשָּׂבַּ יכִלְתֵּ תְּאַ
  .םדָּמִוּ המָיאֵמֵ וּרמְסָּשֶׁ םיכִרָדְּבַּ תוֹפרֵשְּׂהַ
   תעַנַכְנִוְ הוָנָעֲ ייִהְתִּ בוּשׁ בבָלֵ-רשֶׁיֹבְוּ
  .םדָאָהָ דחַאַכְּ םיאִשָׁדְּהַ דחַאַכְּ
 

Will there yet come days in forgiveness and grace, 
When you walk in the field as the innocent wayfarer walks,  
And the soles of your feet the clover leaves caress,  
Though stubble will sting you, sweet will be their stalks. 
 
Or rain will overtake you its thronging drops tapping 
On your shoulder, your chest, your throat, your gentle head 
bowed. 
And you walk in the wet field, the quiet in you expanding 
Like light in the hem of a cloud. 
 
And you will breathe the odor of furrow, breathing and quiet, 
And you will see mirrored in the gold puddle the sun above,  
And things will be simple and alive; and it is permitted to 
touch them,  
It is permitted, it is permitted to love. 
 
Slowly you will walk in the field. Alone. Unscorched by flame 
Of conflagrations on roads that bristled with horror and 
blood. 
True to your heart, you will again be humble and bending 
Like one of the grasses, like one of man.  
 

 
Mintz, Ruth Finer, Modern Hebrew Poetry: A Bilingual Anthology. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1966. 
(translation modified) 
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