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FRIENDSHIP IN THE GHETTO, THE 
FOREST, AND BEYOND:

A STORY OF TWO YIDDISH POETS
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THE YIDDISH LITERARY GROUP “YOUNG VILNA”

IN THE FRONT ROW: SHMERKE KACZERGINSKI (CENTER) 

AND AVROHOM SUTZKEVER (SECOND FROM RIGHT)
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VILNA: A CENTER OF HEBREW AND YIDDISH PUBLISHING



FRIEDA SUTZKEVER, BARBARA 
KACZERGINSKI



VILNA GHETTO, 1941-1943



SHMERKE AND SUTZKEVER IN THE VILNA GHETTO, JULY 1943



SHMERKE’S “YUGNT HIMEN” (HYMN OF YOUTH)



SUTZKEVER, “UNDER YOUR STARRY HEAVEN”
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SORTING BOOKS FOR THE “PAPER BRIGADE”



PASSING THE GATE TO THE VILNA GHETTO



THE BOOK BUNKER AT 6-8 SHAVEL STREET



THE POETS AS PARTISANS

Shmerke Sutzkever



SUTZKEVER IN FRONT OF THE RUINS OF THE YIVO BUILDING



FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: ABRAHAM SUTZKEVER, ISRAEL ZELIGMAN, AND GERSHON 

ABRAMOVITSH, WITH A WAGON OF RECOVERED MATERIALS AND OBJECTS, JULY 1944



THE MATERIALS ARE SORTED, JULY 1944. SITTING ON RIGHT: ABBA KOVNER (COMMANDER OF THE 

UNITED PARTISAN ORGANIZATION OF THE VILNA GHETTO), IN CENTER:  ABRAHAM SUTZKEVER 



SHMERKE KACZERGINSKI  WITH RESCUED ART AND NEWSPAPERS



SUTZKEVER’S SUITCASE FOR TRANSPORTING 

DOCUMENTS OUT OF SOVIET LITHUANIA   

(IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ISRAEL)



FROM LEFT: SHMERKE, SUTZKEVER, YITZHAK ZUCKERMAN (LEADER OF WARSAW 

GHETTO UPRISING), AND CHAIM GRADE (POET AND NOVELIST FROM YOUNG VILNA). 

WARSAW, 1946
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THE RESCUERS

Abraham Sutzkever 
          (in Israel)



SHMERKE KACZERGINSKI (IN BUENOS AIRES)
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