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Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 
 

A season is set for everything, a time for 
every experience under heaven:  
A time for being born and a time for dying… 

ל זְמָן וְעֵת לְכׇל־חֵפֶץ תַחַת הַשָמָיִם׃ עֵת    לַכֹּ
          לָמוּת... וְעֵת לָלֶדֶת

 

 
 
Exodus 23:16 and 34:22 
 

וְחַג הָאָסִף בְצֵאת הַשָנָה בְאׇסְפְךָ אֶת־מַעֲשֶיךָ 
 . מִן־הַשָדֶה 

And [you shall observe] the Feast of 
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you 
gather in the results of your work from the 
field. 

 

ת תַעֲשֶה לְךָ בִכוּרֵי קְצִיר חִטִים וְחַג   וְחַג שָבֻעֹּ
 הָאָסִיף תְקוּפַת הַשָנָה׃ 

 

You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, of the 
first fruits of the wheat harvest; and the 
Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year. 

 

 
 
Deuteronomy 16:13-15 
 

After the ingathering from your threshing 
floor and your vat, you shall hold the Feast of 
Booths for seven days. You shall rejoice in 
your festival, with your son and daughter, 
your male and female slave, the [family of 
the] Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow in your communities. You shall 
hold a festival for the Lord your God seven 
days, in the place that the Lord will choose; 
for the Lord your God will bless all your crops 
and all your undertakings, and you shall have 
nothing but joy. 
 

ת תַעֲשֶה לְךָ שִבְעַת יָמִים בְאׇסְפְךָ מִגׇרְנְךָ  חַג הַסֻכֹּ
וְשָמַחְתָ בְחַגֶךָ אַתָה וּבִנְךָ וּבִתֶךָ וְעַבְדְךָ  .  וּמִיִקְבֶךָ

.  וַאֲמָתֶךָ וְהַלֵוִי וְהַגֵר וְהַיָתוֹם וְהָאַלְמָנָה אֲשֶר בִשְעָרֶיךָ
ג לַה   ׳ לֹהֶיךָ בַמָקוֹם אֲשֶר־יִבְחַר ה-א   ׳שִבְעַת יָמִים תָחֹּ

ל מַעֲשֵה יָדֶיךָ -א   ׳ כִי יְבָרֶכְךָ ה ל תְבוּאָתְךָ וּבְכֹּ לֹהֶיךָ בְכֹּ
   .וְהָיִיתָ אַךְ שָמֵחַ 
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Leviticus 23:34-36 

Say to the Israelite people: On the fifteenth 
day of this seventh month there shall be the 
Feast of Booths to the Lord, [to last] seven 
days. The first day shall be a sacred occasion: 
you shall not work at your occupations; 
seven days you shall bring offerings to the 
Lord. On the eighth day you shall observe a 
sacred occasion and bring an offering to the 
Lord; it is an atzeret: you shall not work at 
your occupations. 
 

דֶש  ר בַחֲמִשָה עָשָר יוֹם לַחֹּ דַבֵר אֶל־בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל לֵאמֹּ
בַיוֹם   ׃ ׳ההַשְבִיעִי הַזֶה חַג הַסֻכוֹת שִבְעַת יָמִים לַ 

דֶש כׇל־מְלֶאכֶת  דָה לֹּא תַעֲשוּ׃  הָרִאשוֹן מִקְרָא־קֹּ עֲבֹּ
בַיוֹם הַשְמִינִי מִקְרָא־  ה׳שִבְעַת יָמִים תַקְרִיבוּ אִשֶה לַ 

דֶש יִהְיֶה לָכֶם וְהִקְרַבְתֶם אִשֶה לַ  עֲצֶרֶת הִוא כׇל־  ה׳קֹּ
דָה לֹּא תַעֲשוּ׃   מְלֶאכֶת עֲבֹּ

 

 
 

Rashi on Leviticus 23:36 

It is an atzeret. [This means to say] “I am 
holding you back (עצרתי) with Me.”  This is 
analogous to the case of sovereigns who 
invite their children to festivities for a certain 
number of days. When the time arrives for 
them to depart they say, “Children, please, 
stay just one day more with me; it is so hard 
for me to part with you!” 
 

עָצַרְתִי אֶתְכֶם אֶצְלִי; כְמֶלֶךְ שֶזִמֵן אֶת בָנָיו   .עצרת הוא
לִסְעוּדָה לְכָךְ וְכָךְ יָמִים, כֵיוָן שֶהִגִיעַ זְמַנָן לִפָטֵר, אָמַר,  
בָנַי בְבַקָשָה מִכֶם עַכְבוּ עִמִי עוֹד יוֹם אֶחָד, קָשָה עָלַי  

  :פְרֵדַתְכֶם 
 

 
 
From: “The Green Fields of the Mind”, in A Great and Glorious Game: Baseball Writings of A. 
Bartlett Giamatti 
It breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart. The game begins in the spring, when 
everything else begins again, and it blossoms in the summer, filling the afternoons and 
evenings, and then as soon as the chill rains come, it stops and leaves you to face the fall alone. 
You count on it, rely on it to buffer the passage of time, to keep the memory of sunshine and 
high skies alive, and then just when the days are all twilight, when you need it most, it stops. 
There comes a time when every summer will have something of autumn about it. Whatever the 
reason, it seemed to me that I was investing more and more in baseball, making the game do 
more of the work that keeps time fat and slow and lazy. I was counting on the game's deep 
patterns, three strikes, three outs, three times three innings, and its deepest impulse, to go out 
and back, to leave and to return home, to set the order of the day and to organize the daylight. 
I wrote a few things this last summer, this summer that did not last, nothing grand but some 
things, and yet that work was just camouflage. The real activity was done with the radio--not 
the all-seeing, all-falsifying television--and was the playing of the game in the only place it will 
last, the enclosed green field of the mind. There, in that warm, bright place, what the old poet 
called Mutability does not so quickly come. 
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13 Principles of Exegesis (“Baraita of Rabbi Yishmael”, introduction to Sifra) 
 

Rabbi Yishmael says: The Torah is expounded 
through thirteen methods:……… (12) Matters 
that are illuminated by their contexts, and 
matters that are illuminated by what is 
stated at their ends [sofo]. 

מָעֵאל אוֹמֵר  שְׁ י יִּ בִשְלֹש עֶשְרֵה מִדוֹת הַתוֹרָה  רַבִּ
 נִדְרָשֶת: 

מֶר. דָבָר הַלָמֵד מֵעִנְיָנוֹ וְדָבָר הַלָמֵד .............. מִקַל וָחֹּ
   . סּוֹפוֹמִ 

 

 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 
 

The sum [end] of the matter, when all is said 
and done: Revere God and observe God’s 
commandments! 

א   סוֹף ע אֶת־הָּ מָּ ל נִשְׁ ר הַכֹּ בָּ יו- דָּ תָּ וֹּ אֶת־מִצְׁ א וְׁ רָּ לֹהִים יְׁ  
מוֹר׃  שְׁ

 
 
Genesis 6:13 
 

God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an 
end to all flesh, for the earth is filled with 
lawlessness because of them: 

חַ  לֹהִים לְנֹּ ֹּאמֶר א  כׇל־בָשָר בָא לְפָנַי כִי־מָלְאָה   קֵץוַי
 הָאָרֶץ חָמָס מִפְנֵיהֶם 

 

 
 
Numbers 7:1 
 

On the day that Moses finished setting up 
the Tabernacle, he anointed and consecrated 
it and all its furnishings, as well as the altar 
and its utensils. 

תוֹ  כַלוֹת וַיְהִי בְיוֹם  שֶה לְהָקִים אֶת־הַמִשְכָן וַיִמְשַח אֹּ מֹּ
תוֹ וְאֶת־כׇל־כֵלָיו וְאֶת־הַמִזְבֵחַ וְאֶת־כׇל־כֵלָיו׃    וַיְקַדֵש אֹּ

 

 
 
Genesis 2:1 
 

The heaven and the earth were finished, and 
all their array. 

 ׃ וְכׇל־צְבָאָם הַשָמַיִם וְהָאָרֶץ  וַיְכֻלוּ

 
 
 
Deuteronomy 31:30 
 

Then Moses recited the words of this poem 
to the very end, in the hearing of the whole 
congregation of Israel. 

דַ  הוַיְׁ י הַשִירָּ רֵּ ל אֶת־דִבְׁ אֵּ רָּ הַל יִשְׁ י כׇל־קְׁ נֵּ אׇזְׁ שֶה בְׁ ר מֹּ בֵּ  
םהַזֹּאת עַד  מָּ ׃ תֻּ  
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Ronald R. Garet, “Meaning and Ending”, in Yale Law Journal 96:8 (1987) 
“The ending of a story completes not only the story, but its meaning.  For narrative, the cruelty 
of the ending – the fact that the ending sets a term to the story, brings it to a close – is 
redeemed by the breath of life that the ending breathes into the story’s meaning.  The ending 
makes the meaning possible, and the meaning in turn makes the ending no ending at all, but 
instead a beginning.”   
 
 
Numbers 29:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17, 32, 35-36 
 

In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred occasion: you 
shall not work at your occupations. You shall observe it as a day when the horn is sounded. 
You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing odor to ה׳: one bull of the herd, one ram, and 
seven yearling lambs, without blemish. 
 

On the tenth day of the same seventh month you shall observe a sacred occasion when you 
shall practice self-denial. You shall do no work. You shall present to ׳ ה  a burnt offering of 
pleasing odor: one bull of the herd, one ram, seven yearling lambs; see that they are without 
blemish. 
 

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, you shall observe a sacred occasion…..You shall 
present a burnt offering, an offering of pleasing odor to ׳ ה : Thirteen bulls of the herd, two 
rams, fourteen yearling lambs; they shall be without blemish. 
 

Second day: Twelve bulls of the herd, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish;  
…….. 

Seventh day: Seven bulls, two rams, fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; 
On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering (atzeret)…..You shall present a burnt 
offering, an offering of pleasing odor to ה ׳; one bull, one ram, seven yearling lambs, without 
blemish. 

 
 
Genesis 49:33 
 

When Jacob finished his instructions to his 
sons, he drew his feet into the bed and, 
breathing his last, he was gathered to his kin. 

ף רַגְלָיו אֶל־הַמִטָה וַיִגְוַע סֹּ ת אֶת־בָנָיו וַיֶא  ב לְצַוֹּּ  וַיְכַל יַעֲקֹּ
 אֶל־עַמָיו׃  וַיֵאָסֶף
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Kalonymus Kalman Epstein, Ma’or Va-Shemesh, on Shemini Atzeret 

Another teaching: [Scripture says] “On the 
eighth day you shall hold an atzeret”, and the 
Targum [Aramaic translation] of Onkelos 
rendered atzeret as k’nishin, which is 
equivalent to “gathering”.  Now the tribe of 
Dan was referred to in the Torah (Numbers 
10:25) as the “gatherer” [m’asef] for all of 
the camps; this was because its officials 
marched at the rear and our sages said that 
they would gather all the objects that were 
dropped and lost by the Israelites, and would 
return them to their owners.  Similarly, the 
eighth day is the time to gather together all 
of the words and thoughts that individual 
Jews spoke and thought, but were somehow 
prevented from reaching their fulfillment in 
holiness.  It is the time to raise those words 
and thoughts to that holiness.  And that’s 
why this is called atzeret, a word that 
denotes the gathering and the raising up of 
all of those lost words and thoughts. 
 

ביום השמיני עצרת תהיה לכם   :עוד יאמר
ותרגום אונקלס עצרת כנישין לשון אסיפה כי 
הנה שבט דן נקרא מאסף לכל המחנות מפני 

שריו מהלכין באחרונה ואמרו חז"ל שהיה 
מאסף האבידות שאבדו ישראל ומחזירין אותן  

לבעליהם והנה בשמיני הוא עת לקבץ כל  
הדיבורים וכל המחשבות שחשב ודיבר איש 

אשר נידחו מלעלות למקום קדושתן  ישראל 
ולהעלות אותם אז וזהו עצרת תהיה לכם לשון  

אסיפה שתאספו כל הדיבורים והמחשבות  
 .להעלות אותם

 

 
 
Wendell Berry, “The Gathering”, in Collected Poems: 1957-1982 (1984) 
At my age my father held me on his arm 
like a hooded bird, and his father held him so. 
Now I grow into brotherhood with my father as he 
with his had grown, time teaching me 
his thoughts in my own.  Now he speaks in me 
as when I knew him first, as his father spoke 
in him when he had come to thirst for the life 
of a young son. My son will know me in himself 
when his son sits hooded on his arm and I have grown 
to be brother to all my fathers, memory 
speaking to knowledge, finally, in my bones. 
 
 
Giamatti, op. cit. 
“…there are those who learn after the first few times….. that nothing lasts. These are the truly 
tough among us, the ones who can live without illusion, or without even the hope of illusion. I 
am not that grown-up or up-to-date. I am a simpler creature, tied to more primitive patterns 
and cycles. I need to think something lasts forever.”   


