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I Introducing the Concept of Civic (or Political) Friendship from Political Philosophy

Aristotle, Eudaimonian Ethics
“it is thought to be the special business of the political art to produce friendship...” (1234b22)

Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics

“Like-mindedness appears to be civic friendship... But this sort of like-mindedness is present
among the decent, since they are like-minded both with themselves and with one another...;
they also wish for what is just and what is advantageous, and they aim at these also in common.
... For when people do not keep watch over the commons, it is destroyed. It results, then, that
they fall into civil faction, compelling one another by force and not wishing to do what is just
themselves.” (1161b4-15)

“Persons who have [too] many friendships... are thought to be friends of nobody...: | mean the
sort of people we call obsequious. Yet one may be political friend to many people and not be
obsequious but truly equitable.”

Hannah Arendt, The Human Condition
“[W]hat love is in its own, narrowly circumscribed sphere, respect is in the larger domain of
human affairs. Respect... is a kind of ‘friendship’ without intimacy and without closeness.” (243)

Danielle Allen, Talking to Strangers
“It is not the emotions of friendship that are relevant to politics, but rather its core practices.”
(120)

“One doesn’t even have to like one’s fellow citizens in order to act toward them as a political
friend. There is a very easy way of transforming one’s relations to strangers. We might simply as
about all our encounters with others in our polity, ‘would | treat a friend this way?” When we
can answer ‘yes,” we are on the way to developing a citizenship that is neither domination nor
acquiescence...” (140)

“Friendship is the bond of the city, as Aristotle argued, and political friendship is not merely a
serviceable aspiration, but a crucial one. Citizens who adopt it commit themselves to pursuing
liberty and equality simultaneously, and to resisting accounts of politics that insist that
commitment to one requires short-changing the other.” (139)

Il Civic Friendship as Central to the Jewish Notion of Love

Pirkei Avot 5:16 DN NIAR Nwn
(16) All love that depends on something, N702,7127 702,127 NHN R'NY N2 73 (T)
when the thing ceases, the love ceases; and TN .0%1V7 0702 PI'R ;1272 NH97 A'RYIL.N20DR
[all love] that does not depend on a thing, TITNADNK IT,712T2 D477 AYRY... NIDXR KD
will never cease. What is an example of Jmain|
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love... that did not depend on a thing? Such
was the love of David and Jonathan.

Leviticus 19:17-18 n”1-t7 0" NP
(17) You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. DNRIM N2iN 72272 'DNIN NIWNN7 (T1)
Reprove your kin but incur no guilt on their DPNTNY (M) :NLN 1Y NN ANNYTIN
account. (18) You shall not take vengeance or 1IN N2 V17 NADKI AAY 2NN WONNYI
bear a grudge against members of your people. NNt
Love your fellow [Israelite] as yourself: | am

YHWH.

. Civic enmity/ Civic Friendship as a portal between Tisha B’Av and The High Holidays

Yom Kippur Liturgy, “Al Het” 11912 017 1TNN
And for the sin we committed before You by :DIN NXIWA 7197 1IRLNY KON 2V
sinat hinam (wanton, baseless hatred).

Tanna debei Eliyahu Zuta, Introduction NI2N ,RLIT IN'2X AT NIN
The beginning of sin is evil thoughts, the second NN N7 NMY [ man n'ay nnn
[cause] for it is mockery, the third is arrogance, the N2 N'wn ,NNn NIoa N7 N'w'w
fourth is cruelty, the fifth is idleness, the sixth is the N7 N'wY ,N7020 N2 N'wmn NI
evil eye, the seventh is baseless hatred. The beginning N7NN :D1N NNIY N7 DU ,un 'y
of fear/awe [of God] is shame, the second [cause] for N2 N'WYY NIV 0T MY e R
it is humility, the third is a clean (honest) profession, ,NIINNT N2 N'WT,N" NINIR
the fourth is compassion, the fifth is the observance of | N9 n%? n'w'w Nixn DIp N7 N'wnn
commandments, the sixth is the pursuit of peace, the N1MAN NANNK N7 N'wAaw ,017Y
seventh is love of people.

Yoma 9b qvRNall
However, the second Temple — a period in which people NN 'POIV 1'"DY Y WTpN 72N
were engaged in Torah study, observance of mitzvot, NN 291 ,0'TON N17'NX1 NiXN
and acts of kindness, why was it destroyed? Due to the .DIN NXIY i3 NNy 19n 721N
fact that there was “sinat hinam” (wanton, baseless T212 DIN NNIY N2 ATN27
hatred). This comes to teach you that the sin of sinat AINY 423,001 NTIAY Ny Wy
hinam is equivalent to the three severe transgressions: .07 NI'aYl
Idol worship, forbidden sexual relations and bloodshed.

Gittin 55b-56a J2-:02 o
NINDT — D210 200 RXNP 121 RXDPN

Jerusalem was destroyed on account of Kamtza
NX02 12 AT W21 ,R¥AP ATNTT K12

and bar Kamtza. There was a certain man whose
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friend was named Kamtza and whose enemy was
named bar Kamtza. He made a feast and said to
his servant: Go bring me Kamtza. The servant
mistakenly brought him bar Kamtza. The host
came and found bar Kamtza sitting and said to
him, “...Arise and leave.” Bar Kamtza said to him:
“Since | have already come, let me stay and | will
give you money for whatever | eat and drink.” ...
“1 will give you money for half of the feast”... “I
will give you money for the entire feast.” The
host said to him: “No.” Finally, he grabbed his
hand, stood him up, and took him out. Bar
Kamtza said to himself: Since the Sages were
sitting there and did not protest learn from it
that they were content with what he did. | will
therefore go and inform against them to the
king. He went and said to the emperor: The Jews
have rebelled against you...

17 MR 2T :AWAYY A2 10X ,RATIVO Ty
AMNIYKR,RDX .R¥NP 12 A UK 7IR .R¥DD
2V2 K122 RND TN A IR AN AINT
X12T... ,NIN ... 7'RiN 2 R pia Dip
NI7'INT A0 DT A7 RIADY [2AY,'RDKI

T 77 NI A7 0N N7 A1 IR NY
7 0K N7 @7 0K ATIVOT K279

N7 12 K ATIVO 212 MT 77 12!
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Arakhin 16b

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Tarfon says: | would be surprised
if there is anyone in this generation who can receive rebuke. Why?
Because if the one rebuking says to him: Remove the splinter from
between your eyes, i.e., rid yourself of a minor infraction, the other
says to him: Remove the beam from between your eyes, i.e., you
have committed far more severe sins. Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria says: |
would be surprised if there is anyone in this generation who knows
how to rebuke correctly, without embarrassing the person he is

AT’D "W

197D "N N'IN

v DN N (INn)
22pnw ntn 1M

21017 AKX DN NN2IN
17 IR 712 |'an DO
AN 'Y AN MNP 210
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rebuking. N7 vty
V. Reading the book of Jonah through the lens of Political Friendship
Jonah 1 N mr

(1) The word of GOD came to Jonaha son of
Amittai: (2) Go at once to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim judgment upon it; for their
wickedness has come before Me. (3) Jonah,
however, started out to flee to Tarshish from
GOD'’s service. He went down to Joppa and found
a ship going to Tarshish. He paid the fare and
went aboard to sail with the others to Tarshish,
away from GOD'’s service. (4) But GOD cast a

{2) N7 'pax MR it LK)
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mighty wind upon the sea, and such a great
tempest came upon the sea that the ship was in
danger of breaking up. (5) In their fright, the
sailors cried out, each to his own god; and they
flung the ship’s cargo overboard to make it lighter
for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into
the hold of the vessel where he lay down and fell
asleep. (6) The captain went over to him and
cried out, “How can you be sleeping so soundly!
Up, call upon your god! Perhaps the god will be
kind to us and we will not perish.” (7) They said to
one another, “Let us cast lots and find out on
whose account this misfortune has come upon
us.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. (8)
They said to him, “Tell us, you who have brought
this misfortune upon us, what is your business?
Where have you come from? What is your
country, and of what people are you?” (9) “l am
a Hebrew,” he replied. “l worship the ETERNAL,
the God of Heaven, who made both sea and
land.” (10) The men were greatly terrified, and
they asked him, “What have you done?” And
when the men learned that he was fleeing from
GOD’s service —for so he told them— (11) they
said to him, “What must we do to you to make
the sea calm around us?” For the sea was
growing more and more stormy. (12) He
answered, “Heave me overboard, and the sea
will calm down for you; for | know that this
terrible storm came upon you on my account.”
(13) Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to regain
the shore, but they could not, for the sea was
growing more and more stormy about them.
(14) Then they cried out to GOD: “Oh, please,
ETERNAL One, do not let us perish on account of
this man’s life. Do not hold us guilty of killing an
innocent person! For You, O ETERNAL One, by
Your will, have brought this about.” (15) And
they heaved Jonah overboard, and the sea
stopped raging. (16) The men feared GOD greatly;
they offered a sacrifice to GOD and they made
VOWS.
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Jonah 3:4-10

(4) Jonah started out and made his way into the
city the distance of one day’s walk, and
proclaimed: “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown!” (5) The people of Nineveh
believed God. They proclaimed a fast, and great
and small alike put on sackcloth. (6) When the
news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from
his throne, took off his robe, put on sackcloth,
and sat in ashes. (7) And he had the word cried
through Nineveh: “By decree of the king and his
nobles: No human or animal—of flock or herd—
shall taste anything! They shall not graze, and
they shall not drink water! (8) They shall be
covered with sackcloth—human and animal—
and shall cry mightily to God. Let everyone turn
back from their own evil ways and from the
injustice of which they are guilty. (9) Who
knows but that God may turn and relent? [God]
may turn back from wrathfulness, so that we do
not perish.” (10) God saw what they did, how
they were turning back from their evil ways. And
God renounced the punishment that had been
planned for them, and did not carry it out.
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Jonah 4:10-11

(10) Then GOD said: “You cared about the plant,
which you did not work for and which you did
not grow, which appeared overnight and
perished overnight. (11) And should not I care
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand
persons who do not yet know their right hand
from their left, and many animals as well!”
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V. Forgiveness as Central to Friendship — and the Link from the High Holidays to the

Entire Year Ahead

Shai Held, “Covenantal Joy: What Sukkot Can Teach Us,” in Heart of Torah ll, 69-70:

“Sukkot takes place mere days after Yom Kippir, and that... adds to the intense joy of the
holiday. In the course of moving through the world we all too often fall short of both God’s
expectations and our own aspiration. We lose sight of God, and we cause pain and
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disappointment to others. Imagine living in a world where forgiveness — from God and from
others —was not available; imagine living in a universe of “one strike and you’re out.”
Friendship would be impossible, parenting would be inconceivable, and marriage would last
days at most; an enduring covenant with God would be unimaginable. Teshuvah (repentance),
mebhilah (forgiveness), and kapparah (atonement) are what make life and relationships possible.
This is what the Talmud means when it suggests that teshuvah was created even before the
world itself (BT Pesahim 54a). Without human repentance and divine forgiveness, life would be
little more than a series of irredeemable broken relationships. With human repentance and
divine forgiveness, the almost miraculous possibility of healing and renewal emerges. Part of
what we experience on Sukkot is the joy of living in a world where forgiveness is possible.
Covenant depends on — and celebrates — the possibility of restoring relationships.”

Siddur Ashkenaz, Bedtime Shema

(1) I hereby forgive anyone who has angered me,
or sinned against me, either physically or
financially, against my honor or anything that is
mine, whether accidentally or intentionally,
inadvertently or deliberately, by speech or by
deed, by thought or by speculation... any Israelite
[is forgiven], may no man be punished on my
account. May it be Your will, Adonoy, my God
and God of my fathers, that | shall sin no more
nor repeat my sins, neither shall | again anger
You nor do what is wrong in Your eyes. The sins |
have committed, erase in your abounding
mercies, but not through suffering or severe
illnesses. ...

(2) Blessed are You, Adonoy, our God, King of the
Universe, Who causes the fetters of sleep to fall
upon my eyes, and slumber upon my eyelids....
Let my thoughts not terrify me— nor evil dreams
or evil fancies (disturb me), and may my bed be
perfect before You.
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