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I. Yisurin in Tanakh

1. Deuteronomy 21:18 n:NJ 0OMNaT .1

If a householder has a wayward and defiant son, who does
not heed his father or mother and does not obey them
even after they discipline him...

M1 10 2 YIN7 Nl
7P 1K 7ip2 N 1R
unut §71,ink N0 ;inN
.DN'7IN

2. Psalms 94:12 AN 020N .2

Happy is the man whom You discipline, oh Lord,
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the man You instruct in Your teaching. TooEETE om ‘
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II. Yisurin in Tannaitic Literature

3. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Ishmael, Yitro TWTNAT NN T XN2'N
Debachodesh 7
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...R” Matia b. Heresh came before R’ Elazar HaKappar
in Lydda. He said to him, my master, did you hear
the four types of atonement that R’ Yishma’el

taught? He responded: One verse says “Repent, 121w MNIN TN 2N, 17 MR 2T
rebellious children” (Jeremiah 3:14); this teaches NAIYNY NTNY XN ,0221Y 02
that repentance (teshuvah) atones. One verse says NTN 01" 2 MNIX TAN 2INA1,N193N
“For on this day you will be expiated of all DI'Y 11TNY KN ,03'9U 192N

of your sins” (Leviticus 16:30); this teaches that
Yom Kippur atones. One verse says “Surely this
iniquity will not expiated by you until you die”
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(Isaiah 22:14); this teaches that death atones. And TNX 2IN21,N9110 NN'AY NTNY
one verse says “l will punish their transgressions D'V11al ywa bawa MTpal 1niIxR
with the rod and their sins with plagues” (Psalms X' .[11921 |MI0"Y 12TN7 NN ,DAIY
89:33); this teaches that yisurin atone. How can all ?19X D'2IN2 NYAIN MUpn!

these four verses be fulfilled?
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One who transgresses a positive commandment and
repents does not move from there until he is
forgiven. And about this it is written, “Repent,
rebellious children” (Jeremiah 3:14).

One who transgresses a negative commandment and

repents, repentance does not have power to atone.
Rather, repentance suspends judgment and Yom
Kippur atones. And about this it is written, “For on
this day you will be atoned for of all of your sins”
(Leviticus 16:30).

One who transgresses commandments for which one

is punished by excision (karet) or death by the court
and repents, repentance does not have power to
suspend judgment and Yom Kippur does not have
power to expiate. Rather, repentance and Yom
Kippur suspend judgment, and yisurin cleanse. And
about this it is written, “I will punish their
transgressions with the rod and their sins with
plagues” (Psalms 89:33).

One who desecrates God’s name and repents,
repentance does not have power to suspend
judgment, Yom Kippur does not have power to
atone, and yisurin alone do not cleanse. Rather all of
these suspend judgment, and yisurin and death
cleanse. And about this it is written, “Surely this
iniquity shall not be expiated by you till you die”
(Isaiah 22:14), and it says, “The iniquity of Eli's house
shall not be expiated with sacrifice nor offering” (I
Samuel 3:14). It is not atoned for with sacrifice or
offering, but it is atoned for with death.
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4. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Ishmael, Yitro LYTNAT NN AT XN7'N
Debachodesh 10
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R. Nehemiah says: precious are yisurin, for just as
sacrifices please (meratzin), so yisurin please
(meratzin). What does it say about sacrifices? “And

it shall be accepted for him (venirtzah) to make IXI' DY NIR RID NN M0 719V
atonement for him” (Leviticus 1:4). What does it [0 NN TIV 71 ”.011IV NN
say about yisurin? “And they shall atone for (yirtzu) ,NN 290 ,NI12pnN NI XN
their iniquity” (Leviticus 26:43). And not only that, 9132 [0 (1NN NIAPNY

but yisurin please more than sacrifices. Why?
Because sacrifices are with money but yisurin are
with the body.

I11. Yisurin in the Bavli

5. Talmud Bavli Berachot 17a N’V ' N0 A
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R. Sheshet, when he was fasting, would say the 1127 130 IR 178077
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following after his prayers: “Master of the Universe, it is N'Y 0117197 1172 DN7IUN
known before You that at the time the Temple stood, a AN RLIN OTX 0P WTHNN

man would sin and bring an offering, and nothing but 127N N7X 1200 |'2Npn 'R
the fat and blood would be offered from it, and it would MaY! 1'w2IYI 12 193NN01 INTI
atone for him. And now | have fasted and my fat and M T Y0 DYNNAI YN

blood have been diminished. May it be Your will that my \ \ \ \
diminished fat and blood be considered as though I T 127N K'Y 72970 |17

offered them before You on the altar, and may they find 1197 M2 17'R3 LUNNIY
me favor.” JININI NATAN 122 7V
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6. Talmud Bavli Berachot 5a

Rava said R. Sakhora said R. Huna said: Everyone whom
the Holy-One-Blessed-Be-He favors, He afflicts with
yisurin, as it is written: “Yet it pleased God to afflict him
with disease” (Isaiah 53:10).

Is this so even if he does not accept them out of love?
No; therefore scripture states: “If his soul would offer
itself in restitution (asham)” (Isaiah 53:10.). Just as an
asham sacrifice must be offered with the knowledge of
the animals’ owners, so too yisurin must be
acknowledged.

7. Talmud Bavli Berachot 5b

R. Eliezer became sick. R. Yohanan came before him. He
saw that R. Eliezer was lying in a dark room. He
uncovered his forearm and light shone out. He saw that
R. Eliezer was crying. He said to him: “Why are you
crying? If it is because of the Torah that you were not
able to study, have we not learned: ‘The one who does
much and the one who does little are the same, as long
as their intentions are for God?’ And if it is because of
sustenance, not every person merits two tables. And if it
is because of children, look — here is the bone of my tenth
child.” R. Eliezer replied: “l am crying because of this
beauty that will decompose in the earth.” He said to him:
“Yes, of course you should cry about that.” And the two
wept together. At that point, R. Yohanan said to him:
“Are your yisurin dear to you?” R. Eliezer replied: “Not
them and not their reward.” R. Yohanan said to him:
“Give me your hand.” He gave him his hand, and he
lifted him up.
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8. Talmud Bavli Arakhin 16b-17a

Until what point have yisurin achieved their
purpose? R’ Elazar said: Anyone who had a
garment woven for him to wear and it does not
fit him.

R. Zeira and some say R’ Shmuel b. Nahmani
objected to this: Even more than that they said!
Even if he intended to mix his wine with hot
water and it was mixed for him with cold, or
with cold and it was mixed for him with hot.

And you say all this?! Mar the son of Ravina
said: Even if his shirt was turned backwards.

Rava, or some say R’ Hisda, or some say R’
Yitzchak, or it was taught in a baraita: Even one
who put his hand in his pouch to take out three
coins and his hand came up with two.

The baraita specifies that he intended to take
out three and came up with two — but not if he
intended to take out two and came up with
three, because it is no trouble to him to put one
back.

But why all this?

As it is taught in a baraita of the school of R’
Yishmael: Anyone for whom forty days passes
without yisurin has “received their world”
(meaning has preemptively redeemed their
reward for the world to come).
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