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Jeremiah 31:2-20

(2) Thus said GOD:

The people escaped from the sword,
Found favor in the wilderness;

When Israel was marching homeward (3)
GOD was revealed Heb. adds “to me”;
emendation yields “to him.” long ago.

Eternal love | conceived for you then;
Therefore | continue My grace to you. (4) |
will build you firmly again,

O Maiden Israel!

Again you shall take up your hand-drums
And go forth to the rhythm of the dancers.
(5) Again you shall plant vineyards

On the hills of Samaria;

You Heb. “They.” shall plant and live to enjoy
the fruit. (6) For the day is coming when
watchmen

Shall proclaim on the heights of Ephraim:
Come, let us go up to Zion,

To the ETERNAL our God! (7) For thus said
GOD:

Cry out in joy for Jacob,

Shout at the crossroads Lit. “head.” of the
nations!

Sing aloud in praise, and say:

Save, O ETERNAL One, Your people,
Emendation yields “GOD has saved this people.”
The remnant of Israel. (8) | will bring them
in from the northland,

Gather them from the ends of the earth—
The blind and the lame among them,
Those with child and those in labor—

In a vast throng they shall return here. (9)
They shall come with weeping,

And with compassion For this meaning, cf.
Zech. 12.10. will | guide them.
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| will lead them to streams of water,

By a level road where they will not stumble.

For | am ever a Father See note at 3.19. to
Israel,

Ephraim is My first-born. (10) Hear the
word of GOD, O nations,

And tell it in the isles afar.

Say: The One who scattered Israel will
gather them,

And will guard them as a shepherd his flock.

(11) For GOD will ransom Jacob,

Redeem him from one too strong for him.
(12) They shall come and shout on the
heights of Zion,

Radiant over GOD’s bounty—

Over new grain and wine and oil,

And over sheep and cattle.

They shall fare like a watered garden,
They shall never languish again. (13) Then
shall maidens dance gaily,

Young men and old alike.

| will turn their mourning to joy,

| will comfort them and cheer them in their
grief. (14) | will give the priests their fill of
fatness,

And My people shall enjoy My full bounty
—declares GOD. (15) Thus said GOD:

A cry is heard in Ramah Or “on a height.” —
Wailing, bitter weeping—

Rachel weeping for her children.

She refuses to be comforted

For her children, who are gone. (16) Thus
said GOD:

Restrain your voice from weeping,

Your eyes from shedding tears;

For there is a reward for your labor
—declares GOD:
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They shall return from the enemy’s land.
(17) And there is hope for your future
—declares GOD:

Your children shall return to their country.
(18) I can hear Ephraim lamenting:

“You have chastised me, and | am chastised
Like a calf that has not been broken.
Receive me back, let me return,

For You, O ETERNAL One, are my God. (19)
Now that | have turned back, | am filled
with remorse;

Now that | am made aware, | strike my
thigh. A gesture of self-reproach.

| am ashamed and humiliated,

For | bear the disgrace of my youth.” (20)
Truly, Ephraim is a dear son to Me,

A child that is dandled!

Whenever | have turned Lit. “spoken.”
against him,

My thoughts would dwell on him still.
That is why My heart yearns for him;

| will receive him back in love

—declares GOD.

Megillah 29a

§ It is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Shimon
ben Yohai says: Come and see how
beloved the Jewish people are before the
Holy One, Blessed be He. As every place
they were exiled, the Divine Presence
went with them. They were exiled to
Egypt, and the Divine Presence went with
them, as it is stated: “Did | reveal myself
to the house of your father when they
were in Egypt?” (I Samuel 2:27). They were
exiled to Babylonia, and the Divine
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Presence went with them, as it is stated: WD XY .7922 nnvY
“For your sake | have sent to Babylonia” Ty H.J"DW' o 5&3;’5 ],7',}.13}

(Isaiah 43:14). So too, when, in the future, s 1 Sa1r - )
they will be redeemed, the Divine NN P28 T AW RRIY

Presence will be with them, as it is stated: , 1] N7 "J’W'U]" -"HDWJW
“Then the Lord your God will return with VITRAW T2 LAY RN
your captivity” (Deuteronomy 30:3). It 137?33 1270 TonY AP R 702

does not state: He will bring back, i.e., He
will cause the Jewish people to return, but
rather it says: “He will return,” which
teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
will return together with them from
among the various exiles.

Isaiah 57:14-58:14 775:7 =797 1OV
(14) [ GOD ] says:

Build up, build up a highway! 171732 WI?Q'J’?Q ey (7)

Clear a road! DRY R ]7“47‘?73 1)
Remove all obstacles "AR 13 59 () {o}
From the road of My people! (15) For thus A VIR Ty 10 X1y o7
said the One who high aloft | -nXY TR WiTPY 0T
Forever dwells, whose name is holy: e “5' ' :_17” Yoo
| dwell on high, in holiness; 01 NP, mj 2% N;j
Yet with the contrite and the lowly in spirit— D’?ﬁ?ﬂ 2% Ny oY
Reviving the spirits of the lowly, XY 29 \D‘?W‘? X5 93 (T0)
Reviving the hearts of the contrite. (16) For | 1957 ‘m‘j-g nIXPN e,

wil! not always contend, SIY IR NINY "]1"(55,72
| will not be angry forever: " T s T .
Nay, | who make spirits flag, Meaning of Heb. kY DDJE_E WK: Y3 (T )
uncertain. 225 792 AXPR) TNOD
Also create the breath of life. (17) For their l.e., MR 177 (ﬂ’) 1;’7 72
Israel’s. Cf. “My people,” v. 14. sinful greed | was ASURT 1THIRT TIRDN
angry; s = ‘:.- f A " AT HE
| struck them and turned away in My wrath. 1”23?@1 1? o*pm
Though stubborn, they follow the way of their

hearts,Meaning of Heb. uncertain. Emendation yields
“When they have walked broken in the contrition of

” k v
their hearts.” (18) | note how they fare and will 23] (211) ®Q72 (V)

|
Pinz ooy | ooy ooty
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heal them: | will guide them and mete out
solace to them, And to the mourners among
them (19) heartening, Lit. “the vigor of”; cf. Eccl.

12.1 and postbiblical bori. comfortingThe Heb. nib is
otherwise unknown; its meaning is inferred from that
of nid (cf. the verb nad “to condole”) in the parallel
expression in Job 16.5. words:

It shall be well,

Well with the far and the near —said GOD —
And | will heal them. (20) But the wicked are
like the troubled sea

That cannot rest,

Whose waters toss up mire and mud. (21)
There is no safety —said my God— For the
wicked.

(1) Cry with full throat, without restraint;
Raise your voice like a ram’s horn!

Declare to My people their transgression,

To the House of Jacob their sin. (2) To be sure,
they seek Me daily,

Eager to learn My ways.

Like a nation that does what is right,

That has not abandoned the laws of its God,
They ask Me for the right way,

They are eager for the nearness of God: (3)
“Why, when we fasted, did You not see?
When we starved our bodies, did You pay no
heed?”

Because on your fast day

You see to your business

And oppress all your laborers! (4) Because you
fast in strife and contention,

And you strike with a wicked fist!

Your fasting today is not such

As to make your voice heard on high. (5) Is
such the fast | desire,

A day for people to starve their bodies?

Is it bowing the head like a bulrush
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And lying in sackcloth and ashes?

Do you call that a fast,

A day when GOD is favorable? (6) No, this is
the fast | desire:

To unlock fetters of wickedness,

And untie the cords of the yoke Change of
vocalization yields “lawlessness”; cf. mutteh, Ezek. 9.9.

To let the oppressed go free;

To break off every yoke. (7) It is to share your
bread with the hungry,

And to take the wretched poor into your
home;

When you see the naked, to clothe them,
And not to ignore your own kin. (8) Then shall
your light burst through like the dawn

And your healing spring up quickly;

Your Vindicator shall march before you,

The Presence of GOD shall be your rear guard.
(9) Then, when you call, GOD will answer;
When you cry, [God] will say: Here | am.

If you banish the yoke from your midst,

The menacing hand, Lit. “Extending the finger.”
and evil speech, (10) And you offer your
compassion Some Heb. mss. and ancient versions
read “bread.” to the hungry

And satisfy the famished creature—

Then shall your light shine in darkness,

And your gloom shall be like noonday. (11)
GOD will guide you always—

Slaking your thirst in parched places Meaning of
Heb. uncertain.

And giving strength to your bones.

You shall be like a watered garden,

Like a spring whose waters do not fail. (12)
Some from your midst shall rebuild ancient
ruins,

You shall restore foundations laid long ago.
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And you shall be called
“Repairer of fallen walls,

{5} M37

Restorer of lanes for habitation.” (13) If you
refrain from trampling Lit. “turn back your foot

from.” the sabbath,

From pursuing your affairs on My holy day;

If you call the sabbath “delight,”
GOD ’s holy day “honored”;

And if you honor it and go not your ways

Nor look to your affairs, nor strike bargains—
(14) Then you can seek GOD’s favor. Cf. Ps. 37.4;

Job 22.26-27; 27.10.

| will set you astride the heights of the earth,
And let you enjoy the heritage of your father

Jacob—
For GOD’s mouth has spoken.

Rashi on Isaiah 57:19:2

to the far and to the near Both are
equal; he who aged and was
accustomed to My Torah and My
worship from his youth, and he who
drew near now, just recently to

repent of his evil way. Said the Lord, “I

will heal him of his malady and of his
sins.”

Genesis 22:10-11

(10) And Abraham picked up the
knife to slay his son. (11) Then a
messenger of nin' called to him
from heaven: “Abraham!
Abraham!” And he answered,
“Here | am.”
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Genesis 3:8-9 W-17'2 DOWRD2

(8) They heard the sound of God " D’I-?‘??f o ‘71?']1{; 153?3(27’1 (ﬂ)

moving about in the garden at the S Y 5
breezy time of day; and the Human RAOI7 AT T2 14 42008

and his wife hid from God " among 7i02 2°P2K > Y19 IPWR) DIRG
the trees of the garden. (9) God " HR PR 0 RPN (V) AT VY
called out to the Human and said to 719K 1'1? 1@&31 nIN7

him, “Where are you?”

Michael Fishbane, Sacred Attunement: A Jewish Theology, p. 19

But then it may happen that the thoughtless ordinariness of daily life is
jolted and gives way to a more elemental specificity. Suddenly something occurs
that claims us with an overwhelming intensity, and floods our sensibilities without
any accompanying thoughts of its human meaning. Rather, the sense of rupture is
all, and it seems as if primordial energies have burst from the depths and ripped
the veil normally stretched over things, concealing them in blandness. Such
moments may occur within the bounds of nature, as with the uprush of some
overwhelming vista or sound; they may happen in the human world, as with the
unsettling impact of sudden death or love; or they may happen through the
creations of culture, as with the capacity of certain compositions to propel us to
the edge of sensibility. We then shudder before what is given to us from the
fullness of phenomenal existence, manifesting mysteries of the surge of things at
the core of world-being. Just here is an absolute “somethingness,” pulsing in
elemental specificity - for we suddenly sense the raw plenitude of existence; but
here too, simultaneously, it seems, is a revelation of primordial “nothingness,”
yawning like an “inconceivable chasm of invulnerable silence in which cataclysms
of galaxies rave mute as amber” (From James Agee, A Death in the Family) - for
we also sense that the event is in excess of human meaning. In time we come
back to our normal selves, and when we do we more knowingly confirm this
happening and ourselves as well, answering the ever-present question “Where
are you?” with the confession “Here | am - just here.” On such occasions,
consequent to the restabilization of consciousness, a renewed subjectivity is
aroused in us (the “here I am”), together with an awakened sense of the great
immensity in which we are suffused, now experienced at a particular time and
place (the “just here”).
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These experiences may fundamentally change our lives; for though the
primal depths may close over, and we return to more regular experiences of the
world, the “sense of depth” may remain in mind. (Emphasis added.)
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