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[D] Bar Qappara has said, "Mourning retains its power over the mourner for only
three days."

[E] R. Abba son of R. Pappi, R. Joshua of Sikhnin in the name of R. Levi: "For the
first three days after death, the soul flutters over the body, thinking that she will return
to it. When she sees that the appearance of the corpse deteriorates, she leaves the body
and goes her way."’

[[:10  A] With regard to a mourner, so long as his deceased is lying [unburied] before
him, he eats with a fellow.

[B] If he has no fellow, he eats in some other house.

[C] If he has no other house, he sets up a partition and eats.

[D] If he cannot set up a partition, he turns away and faces the wall and eats.

[E] In any event he does not recline and eat, nor does he eat to satiety, nor does he drink
to satiety,

[F] nor does he eat meat or drink wine.

[G] They do not include him in a quorum for grace after meals.

[H] If he said a blessing, they do not say after him, "Amen."

[1] And as to others who said a blessing, he does not say after them, "Amen."

[J] Under what circumstances do these rules apply?

[K] In the case of an ordinary day.

[L] But on the Sabbath he reclines and eats, he eats to satiety, he drinks to satiety, he eats
meat and drinks wine, they include him in a quorum for saying grace, and if he said a
blessing, they answer, "Amen," after him. If others said a blessing, he answers after them,
"Amen."
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They prepare all that is needed for a corpse.

They anoint and rinse it,

on condition that they not move any limb of the corpse.
They remove the mattress from under it.

And they put it on [cool] sand so that [151B] it will keep.
They tie the chin,

not so that it will go up, but so that it will not droop [further].
And so in the case of a beam which broke —

they support it with a bench or the beams of a bed,

not so that it will go up, but so that it will not droop further.
They do not close the eyes of a corpse on the Sabbath,

nor on an ordinary day at the moment the soul goes forth.

. And he who closes the eyes of a corpse at the moment the soul goes forth,

lo, this one sheds blood.

Our rabbis have taught on Tannaite authority:

He who closes the eyes of a dying man as the soul goes forth — lo, such a
one sheds blood. The matter may be compared to a flame that is flickering
out; if someone put his finger on it, it goes out at once.

1.32

1.33

A. And said R. Isaac, “The worm causes pain for the corpse as
much as does a needle in the flesh of a living person: ‘But his flesh
upon him who has pain’ (Job 14:22).”

A.Said R. Hisda, “A man’s soul mourns for him for seven days:
‘And his soul mourns for him’ (Job 14:22), ‘and he made a mourning
for his father seven days’ (Gen. 50:10).”

Said R. Judah, “In the case of a deceased for whom there are no comforters,
ten people go and sit in the place in which he died [and do the obsequies].”

B. There was the case of someone who died in the neighborhood of
R. Judah. There was no survivor to be comforted. [152B] Every
day Rab Judah assembled ten men and they sat in his place. After
seven days the deceased appeared to him in a dream and said to
him, “May your mind be at rest, for you set my mind at rest.”

Said R. Abbahu, “Whatever they say in the presence of the deceased he
knows until the sealing stone closes his grave.”

B. There was a dispute in this matter between R. Hiyya and R. Simeon
b. Rabbi. One said, “Until the sealing stone is placed over his grave,”
the other said, “until the flesh rots away.”

C. And as to the other, who said, “until the flesh rots away,” “But his
flesh upon him has pain and his soul within him mourns.”

D. As to the one who said, “Until the sealing stone is placed over his

grave,” “and the dust return to the earth as it was and the spirit returns
to God” (Qoh. 12:7).

A. It has been taught on Tannaite authority:
B. R. Eliezer says, “The souls of the righteous are hidden away under the
throne of glory: ‘Yet the soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bundle of
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life with the Lord your God’ (1 Sam. 25:29). And those of the wicked are
kept in prison. One angel stands at one end of the world, and another
angel stands at the other end of the world, and they sling their souls from
one to the other: ‘And the souls of your enemies, them shall he sling out, as
from the hollow of a sling’ (1 Sam. 25:29).”
Said Rabbah to R. Nahman, “So what about the middling ones?”
He said to him, “If I'd not died, I couldn’t have told you this fact: This is
what Samuel said, ‘These and those [the souls of the middling and of the
wicked] are handed over to Dumah. These get rest, those get no rest.”
Some grave-diggers were digging in the earth at R. Nahman’s. R. Ahai bar
Josiah snorted at them. They came and told R. Nahman, “Somebody snorted
at us.” He came and said to him, “Who are you?”
He said to him, “I am Ahai bar Josiah.”
He said to him, “Well, didn’t R. Mari say, ‘The righteous are destined to be
dust’?”
He said to him, “So who’s Mari? [ know nothing of him!”
He said to him, “But there is a verse of Scripture that makes the point: ‘And
the dust return to the earth as it was’ (Qoh. 12:7).”
He said to him, “So whoever taught you the Scriptures of Qohelet didn’t
teach you the Scriptures of Proverbs, where it is written, ‘but envy is the
rottenness of the bones’ (Prov. 14:30): Whoever has envy in his heart — his
bones rot. Whoever has no envy in his heart — his bones don’t rot.”
[Nahman] touched him and saw that he was substantial. He said to him,
“May the master rise and come to my house?”
He said to him, “You’ve shown that you haven’t even studied the prophets:
‘And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves’ (Ezek.
37:13).”
He said to him, “But isn’t it also written, ‘for dust you are and to dust you
shall return’ (Gen. 3:19)?”
He said to him, “That applies a moment before the resurrection of the dead.”
He said to him, “It was done within twelve months of death.”
For it has been taught on Tannaite authority:
For the full twelve months after death, the body still endures, and the
soul goes up and goes down. After twelve months, the body is null,
[153A] and the soul goes up but doesn’t go down again.
Said R. Judah b. R. Samuel bar Shila in the name of Rab, “On the basis of the
funeral eulogy of a person, it is known whether he is destined to the world to
come or not.”
B. Well, now, is that so? But didn’t Rab say to R. Samuel bar Shila,
“Be enthusiastic in my eulogy, for I’ll be standing right there on the
spot!”
C. No problem, in the one case a warm-hearted eulogy is given and is
found moving, in the other, a warm-hearted eulogy is given and is not
found moving.
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L6 A. R. Hiyya and R. Jonathan were discoursing while walking in a cemetery.
The blue fringes [of the show-fringes] of R. Jonathan were trailing on the ground. Said
R. Hiyya to him, "Lift them up, so that [the dead] should not say, 'Tomorrow they are
coming to us, and now they are ridiculing us.""

B. He said to him, "Do the dead know so much as that? And lo, it is written, 'But
the dead do not know a thing' (Ecc.. 9:5)."
C. He said to him, "If you have studied Scripture, you have not reviewed what you

learned, and if you reviewed what you learned, you failed to do it a third time, and if you
did it a third time, then people did not explain the meaning to you.

D. "'For the living know that they shall die' (Ecc. 9:5) refers to the righteous, for,
when they have died, they still are called the living.
L7 A. The sons of R. Hiyya went out to their villages, and their learning

became difficult for them. They made great efforts to remember. One said to his fellow,
"Does father know about this trouble of ours?"

B. The other said to him, "How would he know? And lo, it is written, 'His sons
come to honor and he does not know it' (Job 14:21)."
C. He said to him, "But does he not know? lIs it not written, 'But his flesh grieves

for him and his soul mourns over him' (Job 14:22). And [commenting on this passage],
R. Isaac said, "The worm causes pain for the corpse as much as does a needle in the flesh
of a living person."

D. [The other answered], "They know their own suffering but not the suffering of
others."

L8

A. And that is not so [that the deceased know the suffering of others]. For has it

not been taught on Tannaite authority:

B. MCSH B: A certain pious man gave a denar to a poor person on the event of the
New Year during a time of failure. His wife scolded him, so he went and spent the night
in a cemetery. He heard two spirits talking with one another. One said to her friend, "My
friend, come and let us flit through the world and listen behind the veil to learn what sort
of punishment is going to come upon the world."

C. Her friend said to her, "I cannot do so, since I am buried in a mat of reeds [and
not in linen]. But you go, and tell me whatever you hear."

D. She went and flitted about and came back, and [the one who had remained] said
to her friend, "My friend, what did you hear from behind the veil?"

E. She said to her, "I heard that whoever sows his seed in the time of the first rain
[will lose out, for] the crop will be ruined by hail."

F. The man went and sowed at the time of the second rains. The crops of everyone
else were smitten but his were not smitten.

G. The next year he went and spent the night in the cemetery and heard those same

two spirits talking with one another. One said to her friend, "Come and let us flit about
the world and listen from behind the veil to find out what sort of punishment is coming
upon the world."

H. Her friend said to her, "My friend, did I not tell you that I cannot do so, for I am
buried in matting of reeds? But you go and come back and tell me what you hear."
L. She went and flitted about and came back, and her friend said to her, "My friend,

what did you hear from behind the veil?"



J. She said to her, "I heard that whoever sows his crop in the time of the second
rain [will lose out, for] the crop will be smitten with blight."

K. The man went and sowed his seed in the time of the first rain. The crop of
everyone else was smitten with blight, but his was not smitten with blight.
L. His wife said to him, "How is it the case that last year everyone's crop was

smitten and yours was not smitten, and this year too, everyone else's crop was blighted
and yours was not blighted?

M. He told her this entire story. They say that the days were only a few before there
was a quarrel between the wife of that pious man and the mother of that girl [who had
died and whose spirit had been heard by the pious man in conversation]. The woman
said, "Go, and I shall show you your daughter, buried in matting of reeds!"

N. The next year the man went and spent the night in the cemetery and heard the
spirits talking with one another. One said to the other, "My friend, come and let us flit
about the world and listen from behind the veil to find out what sort of punishment is
coming upon the world."

0. She said to her, "My friend, leave me alone. The things that were said between
you and me have already been heard among the living."

P. What follows from this story is that the dead do know [what goes on].

Q. Perhaps someone else died and went and told them what had happened.
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3. A. In Rome R. Matia b. Harash asked R. Eleazar b. Azariah, “""Have you
heard about the four types of atonement that R. Ishmael expounded?"

B. He said to him, "I heard indeed, but they are three, but with each of
them repentance is required.

C. "One verse of Scripture says, ‘Return, you backsliding children, says
the Lord, I will heal your backsliding’ (Jer. 3:22). A second says,” For on this day
shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you’ (Lev. 16:30). And a third says,
‘Then I will visit their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with strokes’
(Ps. 89:33), and a fourth: ‘Surely this iniquity shall not be expiated by you until you
die’ (Is. 22:14).

D. "How so? If someone has violated a religious duty involving an act of
commission but has repented, he does not move from that spot before he is forgiven
forthwith. In this regard it is said, ‘Return, you backsliding children, says the Lord,
I will heal your backsliding’ (Jer. 3:22).

E. "If someone has transgressed a negative commandment but has
repented, repentance suspends the punishment and the Day of Atonement atones.
In this regard it is said, ‘For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse
you’ (Lev. 16:30).

E. "If someone has transgressed a rule, the penalty of which is
extirpation or judicially inflicted capital punishment, but has repented, the
repentance and the Day of Atonement suspend the matter, and suffering on the
other days of the year effect atonement, and in this regard it is said, ‘Then I will
visit their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with strokes’ (Ps. 89:33).

F. "But one who has profaned the name of heaven — repentance has not
got the power to effect suspension of the punishment, nor suffering to wipe it out,
nor the Day of Atonement to atone, but repentance and suffering suspend the
punishment, and death will wipe out the sin with them, and in this regard it is said,
‘Surely this iniquity shall not be expiated by you until you die’ (Is. 22:14)”
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