Sources to Accompany

“Reclining for Equality”

Rabbi Judith Hauptman, E. Billi Ivry Professor of Talmud and Rabbinics, JTS
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BT Pesahim 108a

A woman in the presence of her husband does not need to recline.
And if she is an important woman, she does need to recline.

A son in the presence of his father needs to recline.

They asked: A student in the presence of his teacher—what is the
ruling? Come and learn: Abayye said: When we were at our
master’s house, we reclined on each other’s knees. When we came
to the house of Rav Yosef, he said to us: You need not [recline],
because the fear of one’s master is like the fear of Heaven. . ..

They asked: A servant—what is the ruling? Come and learn: Rabbi
Yehoshuah ben Levi said: a servant that eats an olive’s bulk of
matzah while reclining has fulfilled his obligation. [We should
understand this as implying:] “while reclining”—yes; not reclining—
no. We indeed learn from this that he does need to recline.
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Shulhan Arukh OH 472

#4

Rema*: All our women are considered to be “important”,
however, it is not our custom to recline, as we rely on the opinion
of the Ra’avyah, who wrote that in our day, no one is required to
recline.
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#7

Anyone who needs to recline, if they ate [the matzah] or drank [the
cups of wine] without reclining, did not fulfill their obligation, and
needs to go back and eat and/or drink again while reclining.

Rema: Some say that in these times, now that no-one ordinarily
reclines [at meals], it is best to rely on the opinion of the Ra’avyah
that, post facto, one has fulfilled one’s obligation without reclining.

* The Shulhan Arukh itself was written by the Sephardic Rabbi Yitzhak Karo. Soon after its publishing, Rabbi

Moshe Isserles (known by the acronym “Rema”) composed a supplement containing Ashkenazi opinions.
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http://learn.jtsa.edu/content/video/special/reclining-equality

