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BT Sotah 37a

Rabbi Yehudah said to him: the story actually went
like this: One said “I'm not going down into the
sea first” another one said “I'm not going down
into the sea first”.

Nahshon ben Aminadav jumped up and went
down into the sea first, as it says: Ephraim
surrounds Me about with lies, and the house of Israel
with deceit; and Judah is yet wayward towards God
(Hosea 12:1) (lit. “goes down to God™*) And this is
explained in the tradition [with reference to these
verses from Psalm 69]: Save me, O God; for the
waters are come in even unto the soul. | am sunk in
deep mire, where there is no standing (v.2-3) etc. Let
not the flood waters overwhelm me, neither let the
deep swallow me up (v.16) etc.

At that moment, Moses was engaged in lengthy
prayers. The Holy Blessed One said to him, “My
beloved ones are drowning in the sea, and you
are engaged in lengthy prayers before Me?!”
[Moses] said before [God]: “Ruler of the Universe,
what can | do?” [God] said to him: “Speak to the
children of Israel, that they go forward. And lift up
your rod, and stretch out your hand etc. (Ex. 14:15-16)

* Rashi explains: “He [=Nahshon, the chief of the tribe of Judah] went down into the sea because he

trusted in God.”
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http://learn.jtsa.edu/content/video/special/freedom-and-responsibility

