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Psalms 139:2-16

When I sit down or stand up You know
it; You discern my thoughts from afar.
You observe my walking and reclining,
and are familiar with all my ways. There
is not a word on my tongue but that You,
O LORD, know it well. You formed me
front and back;

You who created my conscience;

You fashioned me in my mother’s womb.
[ praise You, for I am awesomely,
wondrously made; Your work is
wonderful; I know it very well. My frame
was not concealed from You when I was
shaped in a hidden place, knit together in
the recesses of the earth. Your eyes saw
my unformed limbs; they were all
recorded in Your book; in due time they

were formed, to the very last one of them.

Genesis 2:21-25

So the LORD God cast a deep sleep
upon the man; and, while he slept, He
took one of his ribs and closed up the
flesh at that spot.
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And the LORD God fashioned the rib
that He had taken from the man into a

woman; and He brought her to the man.

Then the man said, “This one at last Is
bone of my bones

And flesh of my flesh.

This one shall be called Woman,

For from man was she taken”

Hence a man leaves his father and
mother and clings to his wife, so that

they become one flesh.

The two of them were naked, the man

and his wife, yet they felt no shame.

Bereishit Rabbah 8:1

Said R. Yirmiyah ben Elazar: In the hour
when the Holy One created the first
human, He created him [as] an
androgyne [androginos], as it is said,
“male and female He created them”. Said
Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman: In the hour
when the Holy One created the first

human, He created him double-faced
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[du-par'tsufin], and sawed him and made
him backs, a back here and a back
[t]here, as it is said, “Before/achor and
behind/kedem You formed me” [Ps. 139:5].
They objected to him: But it says, “He
took one of his ribs [tsale'otav]” [Gen.
2:21]! He said to them: [It means, one of]
his sides [sit'rohi], just as you would say,
“And for the side [tsela] of the Tabernacle
[mishkan]” [Ex 26:20], which they
translate [in Aramaic] “for the side [setar]
of the mishkan”. Rabbi Tanchuma in the
name of Rabbi Banayah, and Rabbi
Berachyah in the name of R. Elazar said:
'In the time that the Holy One of
Blessing created the First Human [Adam
HaRishon], [as] a golem He created him
and he was extended from [one] end of
the world and unto its [other] end —
that's what is written: “Your eyes did see
my unformed substance [golmi],” [Ps
139:16]. Rabbi Yehoshua bar Nechemiah
and Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon said in
Rabbi Elazar’s name said: He created him
[Adam] filling the whole world. From
where [do we know he extended] from
the East to West? That it’s said: “Back

and front You formed me” [Ps 139:5].



Plato’s Symposium (the speech of Aristophanes)

The sexes were not two as they are now, but originally three in number; there was
man, woman, and the union of the two, having a name corresponding to this double
nature, which had once a real existence, but is now lost, and the word "Androgynous" is
only preserved as a term of reproach. In the second place, the primeval man was round,
his back and sides forming a circle; and he had four hands and four feet, one head with
two faces, looking opposite ways, set on a round neck and precisely alike; also four ears,
two privy members, and the remainder to correspond. He could walk upright as men
now do, backwards or forwards as he pleased, and he could also roll over and over at a
great pace, turning on his four hands and four feet, eight in all, like tumblers going over

and over with their legs in the air; this was when he wanted to run fast.

Terrible was their might and strength, and the thoughts of their hearts were great,
and they made an attack upon the gods... Doubt reigned in the celestial councils. Should
they kill them and annihilate the race with thunderbolts, as they had done the giants,
then there would be an end of the sacrifices and worship which men offered to them;
but, on the other hand, the gods could not suffer their insolence to be unrestrained.

At last, after a good deal of reflection, Zeus discovered a way. He said: "Methinks 1
have a plan which will humble their pride and improve their manners; men shall
continue to exist, but I will cut them in two and then they will be diminished in
strength and increased in numbers; this will have the advantage of making them more
profitable to us. They shall walk upright on two legs, and if they continue insolent and
will not be quiet, I will split them again and they shall hop about on a single leg" He
spoke and cut men in two, like a sorb-apple which is halved for pickling, or as you might
divide an egg with a hair; and as he cut them one after another, he bade Apollo give the

face and the half of the neck a turn in order that the man might contemplate the section



of himself: he would thus learn a lesson of humility. Apollo was also bidden to heal their
wounds and compose their forms. So he gave a turn to the face and pulled the skin from
the sides all over that which in our language is called the belly, like the purses which
draw in, and he made one mouth at the centre, which he fastened in a knot (the same
which is called the navel); he also moulded the breast and took out most of the wrinkles,
much as a shoemaker might smooth leather upon a last; he left a few, however, in the
region of the belly and navel, as a memorial of the primeval state.

After the division the two parts of man, each desiring his other half, came together,
and throwing their arms about one another, entwined in mutual embraces, longing to
grow into one, they were on the point of dying from hunger and self-neglect, because
they did not like to do anything apart; and when one of the halves died and the other
survived, the survivor sought another mate, man or woman as we call them, being the
sections of entire men or women, and clung to that. They were being destroyed, when
Zeus in pity of them invented a new plan: he turned the parts of generation round to the
front, for this had not been always their position and they sowed the seed no longer as
hitherto like grasshoppers in the ground, but in one another; and after the transposition
the male generated in the female in order that by the mutual embraces of man and
woman they might breed, and the race might continue; or if man came to man they
might be satisfied, and rest, and go their ways to the business of life: so ancient is the
desire of one another which is implanted in us, reuniting our original nature, making

one of two, and healing the state of man.

TIVOR TP Eruvin 18a:15-27
0719 JIRIE PTAWHR 12 1R A1 InR - R Jeremiah b. Eleazar said: The first man
had two countenances, for it is said in

R T 9939 99999 5 5
TINR" REY TOR] DTS’? Do Scripture: You have shaped me front and

NR DTOR 7Y 003 MR 0T back. It is written: And the Lord God
built the side, etc. Rab and Samuel [differ
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on the meaning of ‘side’]. One explains: A
countenance and the other explains: A
tail. According to him who explained: ‘a
countenance’, it was quite proper for
Scripture to state: You have shaped me
front and back; but according to him
who explained: ‘A tail, what [could be the
meaning of| Thou hast shaped me
behind and before? — As R. Ammi
explained, for R. Ammi said: [Adam was]
behind [last] in the work of the creation
and before [the others] for retribution.
One may well concede that he was
‘behind in the work of the creation’, since
he was not created before the Sabbath
eve; what means, however, ‘Before [the
others] for retribution’? Shall I say [it
refers] to the curse, surely, [it could be
objected] was not the serpent cursed
first, Eve afterwards and Adam last? —
But [it refers] to the flood; for it is
written in Scripture: And He blotted out
every living substance which was upon
the face of the ground, both man and
cattle, etc. According to him who
explained: ‘a countenance’ it is easy to see
why And He formed [wa-yizer| was
written in Scripture with two yods;

according to him, however, who
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explained: ‘A tail’ what [could be the
significance of| ‘And he formed’? — [It
may be explained] in agreement with R.
Simeon b. Pazzi, for R. Simeon b. Pazzi
said, ‘Woe to me on account of my evil
inclination; woe to me on account of my
creator’, According to him who explained:
‘A countenance’ it was quite correct for
Scripture to write: Male and female
created He them; but according to him
who explained: ‘A tail’, what [could be the
interpretation of| ‘Male and female
created He them'?- [The text was
required] for [an explanation] like that of
R. Abbahu. For R. Abbahu pointed out an
incongruity: It is written in Scripture:
Male and female created He them.
Previously it is written: In the image of
God created He him; [and he explained:]
At first it was the intention that two
should be created but ultimately only
one was created. According to him who
explained: ‘A countenance’, the expression
of ‘And closed up the place with flesh
instead thereof’, is quite intelligible; but
according to him who explained: ‘A tail’,
what [could be the meaning of] ‘And
closed up the place with flesh instead
thereof? — R. Zebid (or as some say: R.
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Nahman b. Isaac) replied: The text refers
only to the place of the cut. According to
him who explained: ‘A tail’ it was quite
proper for Scripture to write: And He
built, but according to him who
explained: ‘A countenance’, what [could
be the significance of] ‘And He built? —
In agreement with that which has been
stated by R. Simeon b. Menassia. For R.
Simeon b. Menassia made the following
exposition: ‘And the Lord God built the
side’ teaches that the Holy One, blessed
be He, plaited Eve's hair and then
brought her to Adam, for in the

sea-towns a plait is called ‘building’

Ketubot 7b:11-8a:9

Our Rabbis taught: The blessing of the
bridegrooms is said in the presence of
ten [persons] all the seven days. Rab
Judah said: And that is only if new guests
come.

What does One say?

Rab Judah 'and: 'Blessed art Thou, O Lord
our God, King of the Universe, who has
created all things to his glory.

and 'the Creator of man

and 'who has created man in his image.
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In the image of the likeness of his form,
and has prepared unto him out of
himself a building forever. Blessed art

thou, O Lord, Creator of man'

'May the barren greatly rejoice and exult
when her children will be gathered in her
midst in joy. Blessed art Thou, O Lord,
who maketh Zion joyful through her
children

'Mayest Thou make the loved
companions greatly to rejoice, even as of
old Thou didst gladden Thy creature in
the Garden of Eden. Blessed art Thou, O
Lord, who maketh bridegroom and bride
to rejoice' '

Blessed art Thou, O Lord our King, God
of the universe, who has created joy and
gladness, bridegroom and bride, rejoicing,
song, mirth, and delight, love, and
brotherhood, and peace, and friendship.
Speedily, O Lord our God, may be heard
in the cities of Judah, and in the streets
of Jerusalem, the voice of joy and the
voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride,
the voice of the singing of bridegrooms
from their canopies and of youths from

their feasts of song. Blessed art Thou, O
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Lord, who maketh the bridegroom to
rejoice with the bride'

Levi came to the house of Rabbi to the
wedding-feast of R. Simeon his son [and]
said five benedictions. R. Assi came to
the house of R. Ashi to the wedding-feast
of Mar his son [and] said six
benedictions.

Does it mean to say that they differ in
this: that one holds that there was one
formation, and the other holds that there
were two formations?—No. All agree
[that] there was [only] one formation,
[but they differ in this:] one holds [that]
we go according to the intention, and the
other holds [that] we go according to the
fact, as that [statement] of Rab Judah
[who] asked: It is written, And God
created man in his own image, and it is
written, Male and female created He
them. How is this [to be understood]? [In
this way:] In the beginning it was the
intention [of God] to create two [human
beings], and in the end [only] one

[human being] was created.

10





