& 115

Between Words and Pictures: Medieval
llluminated Haggadot from the JTS Library

Dr. Marcus Mordecai Schwartz

1. The Second New York Haggadah (Jewish Theological Seminary of America Mic. 8279), follows
the text of the Italian seder for the night of Passover. According to the colophon, Joel ben
Simeon—called Feibush the Ashkenazi—wrote, vocalized, and illuminated it in 1454. (Slides 2-15)

2. The Prato Haggadah (MS 9478) is one of the most significant medieval haggadah manuscripts. It
is among the oldest of all illuminated Spanish Haggadot, dating from around the year 1300.

(Slides 16-28)

Rabbi Marcus Mordecai Schwartz is Assistant Professor of Talmud at JTS and serves as the Ripp
Schnitzer Librarian for Special Collections of The Library of JTS overseeing the largest collection of
Hebrew manuscripts in the world.

He is a past recipient of the prestigious Professor Saul Lieberman and Dr. Judith Berlin Lieberman
Graduate Fellowships in Talmudic Studies. He is also an alumnus of the University of Nebraska.

Rabbi Schwartz has taught at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College, and Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. He has written articles
for the Hebrew Union College Annual, Zeramim, the Encyclopedia Judaica Online, and the
Cambridge Dictionary of Judaism and Jewish Culture. His book, Rewriting the Talmud, on the effect
of tradition from the Land of Israel on the composition of the Babylonian Talmud, was released in the
summer of 2019.
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