Sound Bytes of Torah from JTS: Hanukkah

Sharing Our Individuality: Sources
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BT Shabbat 21b

The appropriate time is from the setting of the sun
until everyone has finishing walking home from
the market.
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Our Rabbis teach: it is appropriate to place the
Hanukkah lamp outside one’s door. If one lives in
an upper storey, one places it at the window facing
a public thoroughfare. And at a time of danger—
one places it on one’s table and that is sufficient.
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Rashi on “outside”:

Because of the [requirement of] publicizing the
miracle. And this was not facing the main road, but
the courtyard, as [in the time of the Talmud] their
houses opened [only] onto the courtyard.
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http://learn.jtsa.edu/content/video/special/sharing-our-individuality

