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Dr. Benjamin Sommer 

Benjamin D. Sommer joined The Jewish Theological Seminary faculty as professor of Bible 
in July 2008. Previously, he served as director of the Crown Family Center for Jewish Studies 
at Northwestern University, where he had taught since 1994. Dr. Sommer has been a fellow at 
the Israel Institute for Advanced Studies at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the Tikvah 
Center for Jewish Law and Civilization at the New York University School of Law, and the 
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. He has served as a visiting faculty member in the 
Department of Bible of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and at the Brite Divinity School in 
Fort Worth, Texas. He has received fellowships from the American Council of Learned 
Societies and the Yad Hanadiv/Berakha Foundation. 

Dr. Sommer’s most recent book, Revelation and Authority: Sinai in Jewish Scripture and 
Tradition received the prestigious Goldstein‐Goren Prize in Jewish Thought from Ben Gurion 
University for the years 2014‐2016 and was a finalist for both for the National Jewish Book 
Award for 2015 and the Association for Jewish Studies’ Jordan Schnitzer Prize for 
2014‐2016. A Hebrew edition of the book, התגלות וסמכות: סיני במקרא ובמסורת, was 
published by Carmel Publishing House in Jerusalem in 2022. An earlier book by Professor 
Sommer, The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel , received the Award for 
Excellence in the Study of Religion in 2010 awarded by the American Academy of Religion, 
as well as the Jordan Schnitzer Award from the Association for Jewish Studies for the years 
2006‐2009. The first book Dr. Sommer published, A Prophet Reads Scripture: Allusion in 
Isaiah 40‐66, was awarded the Salo Wittmayer Baron Prize by the American Academy of 
Jewish Research in 1998.  Dr. Sommer has long been active as a lecturer and scholar-in-residence, teaching rabbis, 
Jewish educators, and laypeople in a variety of settings in the United States and Israel. 
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Ben
The map in Numbers 2:





From George Buchanan Gray,


A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers


(Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1903), 


p. 17
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Ben
From Benjamin Sommer,


The Bodies of God and the World of  Ancient Israel


(Cambridge University Press, 2009), p. 91
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