Mishnah Study in Observance of the 50th Yahrzeit of
Abraham Joshua Heschel (z"1)
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These are the things that have no definite quantity: The corners [of the field]. First-fruits; [The
offerings brought] on appearing [at the Temple on the three pilgrimage festivals]. The performance
of righteous deeds; And the study of the Torah. The following are the things for which a man enjoys
the fruits in this world while the principal remains for him in the world to come: Honoring one’s father
and mother; The performance of righteous deeds; And the making of peace between a person and his
friend; And the study of the Torah is equal to them all.
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At three times in the year priests raise their hands to recite the Priestly Benediction four times in a
single day, in the morning prayer, in the additional prayer, in the afternoon prayer, and in the evening
in the closing of the gates, i.e., the ne’ila prayer: During communal fasts, during non-priestly watches
[ma’amadot], and on Yom Kippur.
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Rabbi Hananya ben Akashya says: The Blessed Holy One sought to confer merit upon the Jewish
people, and thus gave them an abundance of Torah and mitzvot, as it is stated: “It pleased the Lord
for the sake of the divine righteousness to make the Torah great and glorious” (Isaiah 42:21).
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Failure to offer even a minority of the kometz (handful of flour) renders the majority of it ineffective.
Similarly, failure to offer even a minority of the required tenth of an ephah of flour renders the
majority of it, ineffective. Also, failure to pour even a minority of the required wine libation renders
the majority of it ineffective. And, failure to add even a minority of the required amount of oil renders
the majority of it ineffective. With regard to the fine flour and the oil, failure to bring each prevents
fulfillment of the mitzvah with the other. With regard to the kometz and the frankincense, failure to
burn each prevents fulfillment of the mitzvah with the other.

Rabbinical student Amelia Wolf D

95§9 D'DID) DNINDNY NYWN N2V VDY NN [MiP MIN'RD -- X:N NIDI2

.Ni¥N TV ,0MNIN D'MINL YN 27 M2T,NJIYNRIN NNYND §i0 TV, |NRINN2
A2 NNDN,NRYRND NN 112 1N2Y NWYD NN TRY NV TV NN OX'HDNA |21
ITNDI.NINPY DAN 20, NYD TIRY NYY N DX ,DNY 1NN VDY NN 117 NI
0PN DN HRY MY TV [NIYD NixD TV D'NON DY ND 32 NIN 1272

TV [DIYN , TON DI*D DHININ I21.I0WD HRY NYYIY TV |NI¥N ,DNIN| D'2IN

I DX NN P'NIDY T2 NI¥D TV D'NIN NRY NRJ ,[2 DX ANWD THRY NYy'Y
:NN2V0

From what time may one recite Shema in the evening? From the time when the priests enter to
partake of their terumah, until the end of the first watch. That is the statement of Rabbi Eliezer. The
Rabbis say: The time for the recitation of the evening Shema ends at midnight. Rabban Gamliel says:
One may recite Shema until dawn. Once, Rabban Gamliel’s sons returned very late from a party.
They said to him: We did not yet recite Shema. He said to them: If the dawn has not yet arrived, you
are obligated to recite Shema; and that it is true not only in this case, but rather, wherever the Sages
say “until midnight”, the mitzvah may be performed until dawn. (E.g. the burning of fats and limbs on
the altar, and the consumption of sacrificial meat that must be done in a single day, all may be done
until dawn). If so, why did the Sages say that they may be eaten only until midnight? This is in order to
distance a person from transgression.
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Joshua ben Perahiah and Nittai the Arbelite received [the oral tradition] from them. Joshua ben
Perahiah used to say: appoint for thyself a teacher, and acquire for thyself a companion and judge all
men with the scale weighted in his favor.

Rabbinical Student Benjy Forester n

DIYY 2NIN, ADX Y I'T'NDAN 1D NN 920, DNN 192P 'NRYJ| 290 -- 24N NI2N
:MIND [27PR1 NIM20 DY 2NIN ,DIDY O TN

Hillel and Shammai received the tradition from Shemaya and Avtalyon. Hillel used to say: be of the
disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving humankind and drawing them close to the

Torah.
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“And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his
hand, Amalek prevailed” (Exodus 17:11). Was it then the hands of Moses that would make or break
the war? Rather, the verse comes to tell you that as long as the Israelites turned their eyes upward and
subjected their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they would prevail, but if not, they would be
defeated. Similarly, “Make for yourself a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to
pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he sees it, he shall live” (Numbers 21:8). Was it then the
copper serpent that would end or sustain life? Rather, when the Israelites turned their eyes upward and
subjected their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they would be healed, but if not, they would wither
away.
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There were two special chambers in the Temple, one called the chamber of secret gifts and the other
one called the chamber of vessels. In the chamber of secret gifts, fearers of sin deposited money
secretly and poor people of noble descent supported themselves from it secretly. With regard to the
chamber of vessels, anyone who donated a vessel to the Temple would drop it inside that chamber,
and once every thirty days the treasurers open it. Any vessel for which they found a use for Temple
maintenance would be kept for that purpose, and the remainder would be sold, and the money that
they yielded would be allocated to Temple maintenance.
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On the eve of Passover, close to minhah time, a person may not eat until dark. Even the poorest of
Jews should not eat the meal on Passover night before reclining at the festival meal that evening. The
distributors of charity should not give a poor person less than four cups of wine for the Passover night
meal. And this applies even if providing that wine requires taking it from soup kitchen funds.
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The death of Rabbi Meir was the end of those who relate parables; the death of Ben Azzai was the
end of diligent study; the death of Ben Zoma was the end of true exegetes; the death of Rabbi
Yehoshua was the end of true goodness in the world; the death of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
brought on locusts and a multitude of troubles; once Rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah died, the sages
ceased to be wealthy; once Rabbi Akiva died, the honor of the Torah ceased; once Rabbi Hanina ben
Dosa died, people of wondrous action ceased; and once Rabbi Yosi the Small died, true piety was no
more. And why was he called the Small? Because he was one of the least important of the pious ones.
From the time when Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai died, the glory of wisdom ceased; from the time
when Rabban Gamliel the Elder died, the honor of the Torah ceased, and purity and asceticism died.
From the time when Rabbi Yishmael ben Pavi died, the glory of the priesthood ceased; from the time
when Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi died, humility and fear of sin ceased. Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir says:
From the time when the Second Temple was destroyed, the haverim and free men of noble lineage
were ashamed, and their heads were covered in shame, and men of action dwindled, and violent and
smooth-talking men gained the upper hand, and none seek, and none ask, and none inquire of the
fear of Heaven. Upon whom is there for us to rely? Only upon our Heavenly Parent. Rabbi Eliezer the
Great says: From the day the Second Temple was destroyed, the generations have deteriorated:
Scholars have begun to become like scribes that teach children, and scribes have become like beadles,



and beadles have become like ignoramuses, and ignoramuses are increasingly diminished, and none
ask and none seek. Upon whom is there to rely? Only upon our Heavenly Parent. He also said: With
the approach of the Messiah, impudence will increase and high costs will pile up. Although the vine
shall bring forth its fruit, wine will nevertheless be expensive. And the monarchy shall turn to heresy,
and there will be no one to give reproof about this. The meeting place of the Sages will become a
place of promiscuity, and the Galilee shall be destroyed, and the Gavlan will be desolate, and the men
of the border shall go round from city to city to seek charity, but they will find no mercy. And the
wisdom of scribes will putrefy, and people who fear sin will be held in disqust, and the truth will be
absent. The youth will shame the face of elders, elders will stand before minors. Normal family
relations will be ruined: A son will disgrace a father; a daughter will rise up against her mother, a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A man’s enemies will be the members of his household.
The face of the generation will be like the face of a dog; a son will no longer be ashamed before his
father. And upon whom is there for us to rely? Only upon our Heavenly Parent. Rabbi Pinehas ben
Ya'ir says: Torah study leads to care in the performance of mitzvot. Care in the performance of
mitzvot leads to diligence in their observance. Diligence leads to cleanliness of the soul. Cleanliness of
the soul leads to abstention from all evil. Abstention from evil leads to purity and the elimination of all
base desires. Purity leads to piety. Piety leads to humility. Humility leads to fear of sin. Fear of sin
leads to holiness. Holiness leads to the Divine Spirit. The Divine Spirit leads to the resurrection of the
dead. And the resurrection comes through the agency of Eliyahu, who is remembered for good.
Amen.



