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Committee for the First Amendment Petition, Published in The Hollywood Reporter (10/21/47) 
Courtesy of the National Archives, Records of the U.S. House of Representatives 
 

 



2 
 

The Waldorf Statement  

November 24, 1947 

Released by Eric Johnston, President, MPAA 

Members of the Association of Motion Picture Producers deplore the action of the 10 
Hollywood men who have been cited for contempt by the House of Representatives. We do 
not desire to prejudge their legal rights, but their actions have been a disservice to their 
employers and have impaired their usefulness to the industry. 

We will forthwith discharge or suspend without compensation those in our employ, and we 
will not re-employ any of the 10 until such time as he is acquitted or has purged himself of 
contempt and declares under oath that he is not a Communist. 

On the broader issue of alleged subversive and disloyal elements in Hollywood, our 
members are likewise prepared to take positive action. 

We will not knowingly employ a Communist or a member of any party or group which 
advocates the overthrow of the government of the United States by force or by any illegal or 
unconstitutional methods. 

In pursuing this policy, we are not going to be swayed by hysteria or intimidation from any 
source. We are frank to recognize that such a policy involves danger and risks. There is the 
danger of hurting innocent people. There is the risk of creating an atmosphere of fear. 
Creative work at its best cannot be carried on in an atmosphere of fear. We will guard 
against this danger, this risk, this fear. 

To this end we will invite the Hollywood talent guilds to work with us to eliminate any 
subversives: to protect the innocent; and to safeguard free speech and a free screen 
wherever threatened. 

The absence of a national policy, established by Congress, with respect to the employment 
of Communists in private industry makes our task difficult. Ours is a nation of laws. We 
request Congress to enact legislation to assist American industry to rid itself of subversive, 
disloyal elements. 

Nothing subversive or un-American has appeared on the screen, nor can any number of 
Hollywood investigations obscure the patriotic services of the 30,000 loyal Americans 
employed in Hollywood who have given our government invaluable aid to war and peace.  

 

Notable participants included: 

• Louis B. Mayer: Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

• Harry Cohn: Columbia Pictures 

• Spyros Skouras: 20th Century Fox 

• Nicholas Schenck: Loews Theatres 

• Barney Balaban: Paramount Pictures 

• Samuel Goldwyn: Samuel Goldwyn Company 

• Albert Warner: Warner Bros. 

• William Goetz: Universal-International 

• Eric Johnston: Association of Motion Picture Producers and Motion Picture Association of 
America 

• Mendel Silberberg: lawyer for Association of Motion Picture Producers 

• James F. Byrnes: former United States Secretary of State 

• Dore Schary: RKO Pictures 
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Ad Published in Hollywood trade papers (circa 1947) 
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Screen Guide for Americans 

Ayn Rand, Published 1947 

Adapted by Ellie Gettinger 

FULL TEXT AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD HERE. 
 

1. Don’t take politics lightly 

“To pretend at such a time that political ideas are not important and that people pay no 

attention to them, is worse than irresponsible.” 

2. Don’t smear the Free Enterprise System 

“Don’t pretend that Americanism and the Free Enterprise System are two different 

things. They are inseparable, like body and soul.” 

3. Don’t smear industrialists 

“While motion picture have a strict code that forbids us to offend any group or 

nation…we permit ourselves to smear and slander American businessmen in the most 

irresponsibly dishonest manner.” 

4. Don’t smear wealth 

“Put an end to that pernicious modern hypocrisy: everybody wants to get rich and 

almost everybody feels that he must apologize for it.” 

5. Don’t smear the profit motive 

“Make it clear that what you denounce is dishonesty, not money-making. Make it clear 

that you are denouncing evil-doers, not Capitalists.”   

6. Don’t smear success 

“It is the Communists aim to discourage all personal effort and to drive men into a hopeless 

dispirited grey herd of robots who have lost all personal ambition…” 

7. Don’t glorify failure 

“Don’t present all the poor as good and all the rich as evil.” 

8. Don’t glorify depravity 

“Don’t tell people that man is a helpless, twisted, drooling, sniveling neurotic weakling. 

Show the world an American kind of man, for a change.” 

“If you preach that a depraved person “couldn’t help it,” you are destroying the basis of 

all morality. You are implying that men cannot be held responsible for their evil acts, 

because man has no power to choose between good and evil...” 

9. Don’t deify the common man 

“In America, no man is scorned or penalized if his ability is small. But neither is he 

praised, extolled and glorified for the smallness of his ability.” 

“No self-respecting man in America is or thinks of himself as “little,” no matter how poor 

he might be.” 

10. Don’t glorify the collective 

“Don’t fall for such drivel as “I don’t wanna be dif’rent—I wanna be just like ever’body 

else.”…If there ever was an un-American attitude, this is it.” 

  

https://archive.lib.msu.edu/DMC/AmRad/screenguideamericans.pdf
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11. Don’t smear an independent man 

“Conformity, alikeness, servility, submission, and obedience are necessary to establish a 

Communist slave-state. Don’t help the Communists to teach men to acquire these 

attitudes.”  

12. Don’t use current events carelessly 

“The seemingly accidental remarks, the casual wisecracks, the cowardly little half-hints 

are the things that arouse the anger and contempt of all those who uphold the opposite 

side of the issue.” 

13. Don’t smear American political institutions 

“Don’t discredit our free elections. If you do that—you imply that elections should be 

abolished.” 

 

 

FBI Files: Communist Infiltration-Motion Picture Industry 
Files available via Freedom of Information and Privacy Acts 
https://archive.org/details/FBI_File_Communist_Infiltration_Motion_Picture_Industry_COMPIC_ALL_EX
CERPTS/compic9a/mode/2up  
 

 
 
 

https://archive.org/details/FBI_File_Communist_Infiltration_Motion_Picture_Industry_COMPIC_ALL_EXCERPTS/compic9a/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/FBI_File_Communist_Infiltration_Motion_Picture_Industry_COMPIC_ALL_EXCERPTS/compic9a/mode/2up
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