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Hineni: A Traveler’s Prayer
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Here | stand, bereft of good
deeds,

Anxious and fearful in the
presence of the Fearsome One
who is enthroned upon the
people of Israel’s praises.

| have come to stand and plead
before you in behalf of the
people of Israel who have
appointed me as their agent,
despite the fact that | am neither
worthy nor fit for this task.

Therefore, | ask of you, the God
of Abraham Isaac and Jacob,
YHWH O YHWH, God who is
compassionate and gracious, the
God of Israel, the God of terror
who inspires dread,

Cause me to succeed in the
journey upon which | now
embark, standing before you to
ask for compassion for myself
and for those who sent me.

Do not hold them accountable for
my sins, nor judge them guilty for
my wrongs; let them not be
ashamed of me nor | of them.

Accept my prayer as though it
were that of an elder practiced in
the ways of prayer, one of good
character' and a luxuriant beard
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[i.e., someone with a
distinguished appearance], one
with a pleasant voice, one who is
open to the views of others.

And rebuke Satan that he not
serve as my adversary, and may
our banner of love be over you
[alternatively, according to the
reading nai71,may we leap over
(=to?) you], and conceal all our
faults with love...
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Hineni he-Ani mi-Ma‘as

Ephraim Zalman Margolioth (Brod, 1760-1828), Mateh Ephraim, ch.
590 par. 38 (the chapters are numbered in accordance with the
simanim of the Shulhan Arukh)

More recently it has become the D'MY97 D717 DN7 AN ANl
custom [of cantors] to raise their DIZN] IXD NN NT79NN YXNR]
voices occasionally in the midst A7 MW7 T NMIYNN TR Y'Y
of the [Hineni] prayer as well as NINA'Y TY D'ANITIE DAY DY
the Yehi Ratzon in places where AN7on y"wn

there are words that awaken the
soul in order to awaken the
hearts of the congregants who
are sitting silently until the
hazzan completes the prayer.

Mordechai Yoffe (Prague and elsewhere, 1530 -1612), Levush Makhut,
ch. 581 par. 1 (This work is also arranged according to the simanim in
the Shulhan Arukh.)

All Jews are fit [to lead tefillot] as N'N'Y 70 0N DNWD TR
long as they are acceptable to the 779N DX 72X 7077 nxNn
congregation. However, if someone | |21y 'K ,7n 7w 101D 71 npTNa
leads the services by force and DTR 70 N'NI'W X 21 AN NN
against the will of the congregation, ['1DNI KAIY 17 D' DNIL,IN79N)
the congregation does not respond DI'X I'2NIX DA LIRYING K7W
with Amen to his blessings. In N79NNY 1DV ,IN79N] |'RXI
addition, one must have in mind to 17157 n'nT1 N7 NN

enable each and every congregant
fulfill their obligation. If one had an
enemy in the congregation and has
in mind not to pray in their behalf,
then one’s friends also do not fulfill
their obligations through one’s
prayers, because just as the
hazzan’s prayers are rejected
regarding one’s enemy they are
rejected for everyone.




Bahya ibn Paqudah (al-Andalus, 1050-1120), Duties of the Heart, The
Gate of Dedicated Action

And so it is said concerning all IN79M2 |'1DNW M 751 Kl I
those who lead prayers and [ITNN "7Vl 1Ay 0'779nnnn
hazzanim who chant new 12 '1'Y] [N X¥N7 D'YTNN 0'0I'9]
liturgical poems in order to find NI'XY AN RN TY7an 0TR
favor in the eyes of flesh and .NJ12N 7¥R N7

blood rather than in God'’s eyes,
their prayers are not accepted by
the Creator.

NN
Isaiah 6, 8
Then | heard the voice of my MTNX MAR TR 7NN VAYKI
Lord saying, “Whom shall | TN 0 AR 1 NN

send? Who will go for us?” And |
said, “Here am |; send me.”

Leonard Cohen, You Want it Darker

If you are the dealer, I'm out of the game

If you are the healer, it means im broken and lame
If thine is the glory, then mine must be the shame
You want it darker

We kill the flame

Magnified, sanctified

Be the holy name

Vilified, crucified

In the human frame

A million candles burning

For the help that never came

You want it darker

Hineni, hineni

I'm ready, my Lord
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Psalms 22, 2-4

My God, my God, P PN IPATY N7 X IR ()

why have You abandoned me; DNANY MAT

why so far from delivering me

and from my anguished roaring? "N N2 My N7 Dpit KX Y ()
M i

My God,

| cry by day—You answer not; W NiTNR I Wit nRK) (T)

by night, and have no respite.

But You are the Holy One,
enthroned,
the Praise of Israel.?

2 Or “But You are holy, enthroned upon the praises of Israel.”
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Genesis 18, 22-25

3'197 pANNAY71 TINY? 'NXa

The agents went on from there
to Sodom, while Abraham
remained standing before nin'.

Abraham came forward and
said, “Will You sweep away the
innocent along with the guilty?

What if there should be fifty
innocent within the city; will You
then wipe out the place and not
forgive it for the sake of the
innocent fifty who are in it?

Far be it from You to do such a
thing, to bring death upon the
innocent as well as the guilty, so
that innocent and guilty fare
alike. Far be it from You! Shall
not the Judge of all the earth
deal justly?”
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Yoma 19a-b

nINYY YUK XYy Y

It was taught in the mishna that
the Elders said to him: My
Master, High Priest. We are
agents of the court, and you are
our agent and the agent of the
court. The Gemara suggests: Let
us say that this is a conclusive
refutation of the opinion of Rav
Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua,
as Rav Huna, son of Rav
Yehoshua, said: These priests
who sacrifice the offerings are
the agents of the Merciful One.
They are not agents representing
the Jewish people but are agents
representing God, as He
commanded them to perform the
service. Proof is cited for this
opinion: As, if you say they are
our agents, [2 Tiy] is there
any matter that we are unable
to perform and our agents are
able to perform? The role of the
agent is to perform a task on
behalf of the one who
commissioned him. The agent
cannot perform a task that the
one who commissioned him is
unable to perform. Since it is
prohibited for Israelites to enter
the priests’ courtyard and to
perform the sacrificial rites,
clearly the priests are not agents
representing the Israelites. The
language of the mishna in which
the court Elders address the High
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Priest as their agent apparently
contradicts that understanding.
The Gemara answers: This is
what they say to him: We
administer an oath to you
according to our
understanding and the
understanding of the court,
cautioning him that he cannot
rationalize violating the oath by
claiming that he took the oath

based on his own interpretation.

He is bound by the
understanding of the court. The
mishna does not address the
nature of the High Priest’s
agency.

Habbakuk 1, 6-7

X1l DI'R '-TY

For lo, | am raising up the
Chaldeans,

That fierce, impetuous nation,
Who cross the earth’s wide
spaces

To seize homes not their own.
They are terrible, dreadful; they
make their own laws and rules.?

AN AN DTTYWINTNN DN 0T
NY? YIXI0R7 1700 DRI
12AN RN Xl DX GiI77N7 Nipdwn

R IDXRYT I9oun

3 Lit. “Their law and majesty proceed from themselves.”
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Leviticus Rabbah, Parshat Mezora, Parasha 18

“They are terrible, dreadful; they
make their own laws and rules”
(Habbakuk 1, 7):

“Terrible, dreadful” — this is the
first human being...

Another interpretation: “Terrible,
dreadful” — this is Esau...

Another interpretation: “Terrible,
dreadful” — this is Hiram, king of
Tyre...

Another interpretation: “Terrible,
dreadful” — this is Israel, [as
Scripture states], “| have said,

you are as gods” (Psalms 82, 6).
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Genesis 24, 12-14, 40, 56

DT N'™7¥N XX '

And he said, “O nin*, God of my
master Abraham’s [house], grant
me good fortune this day, and deal

graciously with my master
Abraham:

Here | stand by the spring as the
daughters of the townspeople come
out to draw water;

let the maiden to whom | say,
‘Please, lower your jar that | may
drink,” and who replies, ‘Drink, and |
will also water your camels’—let her
be the one whom You have
decreed for Your servant Isaac.
Thereby shall | know that You have
dealt graciously with my master.”...

He replied to me, ‘nin', whose ways
| have followed, will send a
messenger with you and make your
errand successful; and you will get
a wife for my son from my kindred,
from my father’s house...

He said to them, “Do not delay me,
now that nin' has made my errand
successful. Give me leave that |
may go to my master.”
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"IN YYISI XUIN D 'NNIYA DA'NN 781 'MXLVNA DY'YON IR NI

R. Yisakhar Tamar (1896-1982), Alei Tamar, a commentary on the
Yerushalmi, Ma’aser Sheni, 5.5

It was further explained there ANIX 11'X INIA QXT OW TIY IRIANI
(Sota 32b) that one does publicly | mxy nia%? oTx? 17 N0xkW D 712
declare one’s shame in public. D'XIN D' XY D 1aN) PRI .D1N]
And therefore, it is the practice of | 7172 W17 wynn 1yn 110 n79na
the sheliah zibbur to recite in a DY'YON 7X N1 Kj70'9n N
low voice the passage “Do not JID1IN YYISI RLVIN D 'MNLVN]
hold them accountable for my

sins etc.”
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Ta’anit 16a

‘DI 'M79N 717

The Sages taught in a baraita:
They stood for prayer, and even
if there is a man there who is
elderly and a scholar, they
appoint to descend before the ark
as prayer leader only a person
who is accustomed to lead in
prayer. Who is considered an
accustomed prayer leader in this
sense? Rabbi Yehuda says: One
who has financially dependent
children but he does not have the
means to support them, and he
has no choice but to toil in the
field, and whose house is empty,
and who will therefore pray for rain
with great devotion.

Rabbi Yehuda continues with his
depiction of the worthy prayer
leader. And his youth was
becoming, and he is humble and
accepted by the people, as he is
likable. And furthermore, he must
be familiar with songs and his
voice pleasant, and he is expert
in reading the Torah, the
Prophets, and the Writings, and
he knows how to study midrash,
halakha, and aggada. And finally,
he must be expert in all of the
blessings. Clearly, it is hard to find
someone with all these qualities.
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Proverbs 10, 12

NANNI NODN D'YWO 7D Qi

Hatred stirs up strife,
But love covers up all faults.

D'WYS72 2Y1 DTN NIVD XY
NN NEIN

Psalms 81, 4

Blow the horn on the new moon,
on the full moon for our feast
day.

4220 DI'7 NOA 19IY YTNA 1WA

Yehezkiel Paneth, 1783-1845, Mar’eh Yehezkel, Mo’adim, Rosh

Hashanah

And this is what Scripture states,
“‘Blow the horn on the new moon,”
so that afterwards 1n'an ni'7 no»2,

that you will cover all sins with love.
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Havvat Da’at, Yoreh De’ah 110, Bet ha-Safeq, 27
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Isaiah 6, 5-7
| cried, 'R D MNTITD YR AR (D)
“Woe is me; | am lost! NRL-DY JiNQ1 DIX DNOYW NNV
For | am a man of unclean lips* L7 270 NN D Al 'DIX DhOY
And | live among a people N IR NiNAY
Of unclean lips; T2 D'OYWDT N TN "IN Qi (1)
Yet my own eyes have beheld :NATAN 7N N7 D'OR'NA N9YN
The King Lorp of Hosts.” ~7V DT Y2 NN NN 9 vt (1)
92N JNRVNL Y QI 'OV

4 |.e., speaking impiety; cf. 9.16, and contrast “pure of speech [lit. ‘lip’]” in Zeph.

3.9.
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Exodus 4, 10-11

But Moses said to nin', “Please,
O my lord, | have never been a
man of words, either in times
past or now that You have
spoken to Your servant; | am
slow of speech and slow of
tongue.”

And ninr said to him, “Who gives
humans speech? Who makes
them dumb or deaf, seeing, or
blind? Is it not |, nin'?

W'R N7 T Q217N Ny IRl
DA DUYN DA7iNHN DA DIX D27
TA2 NPT 12 ATV 7N QAT TR

I |17
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T.S. Eliot, East Coker

The wounded surgeon plies the steel
That questions the distempered part;
Beneath the bleeding hands we feel

The sharp compassion of the healer's art
Resolving the enigma of the fever chart.

Quotations from Henri Nouwen’s The Wounded Healer

“‘No minister can save anyone. He can only offer himself as a guide to
fearful people. Yet, paradoxically, it is precisely in this guidance that

the first signs of hope become visible.”

“When our wounds cease to be a source of shame, and become a

source of healing, we have become wounded healers.”
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