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Source 1 – Bereshit, 
The Binding of Isaac
Genesis 22:1-18 [trans. Adapted sefaria]
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ֶּלה  ים ָהֵא֔ י ַאַח֙ר ַהְּדָבִר֣ יםַוְיִה֗ ֱא�ִה֔ ה ְוָה֣ םִנָּס֖ ִני׃ֶאת־ַאְבָרָה֑ אֶמר ִהֵּנֽ ֹ֥ ם ַוּי יו ַאְבָרָה֖ אֶמר ֵאָל֔ ֹ֣ ַוּי
Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test, saying to him, “Abraham.” He 
answered, “Here I am.” 

אֶמר  ֹ֡ אַוּי יְד�֤ ֶאת־ִּבְנ�֨ ַקח־ָנ֠ ְבּתָ֙ ֶאת־ְיִחֽ קֲאֶׁשר־ָאַה֙ �־ְל�֔ ֶאת־ִיְצָח֔ ֶרץְוֶל֨ הּו ָׁש֙ם  ֶאל־ֶא֖ ַהֹּמִרָּי֑ה ְוַהֲעֵל֤
י�׃   ר ֵאֶלֽ ר ֹאַמ֥ ים ֲאֶׁש֖ ָהִר֔ ד ֶהֽ ל ַאַח֣ ה ַע֚ ְלֹעָל֔

“Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will 
point out to you.” 

ם  ַּיֲחֹבׁ֙ש ַוַּיְׁשֵּכ֨ ֶקר ַוֽ ם ַּבֹּב֗ חֶאת־ֲחֹמ֔רֹוַאְבָרָה֜ יַוִּיַּק֞ ה ֶאת־ְׁשֵנ֤ י ֹעָל֔ ק ְּב֑נֹו ַוְיַבַּק֙ע ֲעֵצ֣ ת ִיְצָח֣ ְנָעָרי֙ו ִאּ֔תֹו ְוֵא֖
ֶל� ַוָּי֣ ׇקם ַמר־֥לֹוֶאל־ַהָּמ֖קֹוםַוֵּי֔ יםֲאֶׁשר־ָאֽ ׃  ָהֱא�ִהֽ

So early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt offering, and he set out 
for the place of which God had told him. 
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י  ֹום ַהְּׁשִליִׁש֗ אַּבּי֣ ם ַוִּיָּׂש֨ ק׃  ֶאת־ַהָּמ֖קֹוםַוַּי֥ ְרא ֶאת־ֵעיָנ֛יוַאְבָרָה֧ ֵמָרֹחֽ
On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from afar. 

ם  אֶמר ַאְבָרָה֜ ֹ֨ יוַוּי ם־ַהֲח֔מֹורְׁשבּו־ָלֶכ֥ם ֹּפ֙ה ֶאל־ְנָעָר֗ ַער ֵנְלָכ֖ה ִעֽ י ְוַהַּנ֔ הַוֲאִנ֣ ְׁשַּתֲחֶו֖הַעד־ֹּכ֑ ם׃ ְוָנׁ֥שּוָבהְוִנֽ ֲאֵליֶכֽ

Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go up 
there; we will worship and we will return to you.” 

ח ם ַוִּיַּק֨ יַאְבָרָה֜ ֶׂש֙ם ֶאת־ֲעֵצ֣ ה ַוָּי֙ קָהֹעָל֗ חְּב֔נֹו ַעל־ִיְצָח֣ ׁשְּבָי֔דֹו ַוִּיַּק֣ ַּמֲאֶכֶ֑לתֶאת־ָהֵא֖ ו׃ ְוֶאת־ַהֽ ם ַיְחָּדֽ ַוֵּיְל֥כּו ְׁשֵניֶה֖

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. He himself took the 
firestone and the knife; and the two walked off together. 

ק  אֶמר ִיְצָח֜ ֹ֨ םַוּי ה׃  ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֤ ה ְלֹעָלֽ ים ְוַאֵּי֥ה ַהֶּׂש֖ ֵעִצ֔ אֶמר ִהֵּנ֤ה ָהֵאׁ֙ש ְוָה֣ ֹ֗ י ַוּי י ְבִנ֑ אֶמר ִהֶּנִּ֣נֽ ֹ֖ י ַוּי אֶמר ָאִב֔ ֹ֣ ָאִבי֙ו ַוּי

Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, 
“Here are the firestone and the wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” 
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ם  אֶמ֙ר ַאְבָרָה֔ ֹ֙ יםַוּי ו׃  ִיְרֶאה־ּ֥לֹוֱא�ִה֞ ם ַיְחָּדֽ י ַוֵּיְל֥כּו ְׁשֵניֶה֖ ה ְּבִנ֑ ה ְלֹעָל֖  ַהֶּׂש֛

And Abraham said, “It is God who will see to the sheep for this 
burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on 
together.

אּו  ל־ַהָּמקֹום֮ ַוָּיֹב֗ ר ֶאֽ ַמר־֣לֹו ֲאֶׁש֣ ֶבןָהֱא�ִהים֒ ָאֽ ם ַאְבָרָה֙ם ַוִּי֨ חַ ָׁש֤ ֶאת־ַהִּמְזֵּב֔
 �  ַּיֲעֹר֖ יםַוֽ  ַּיֲעֹקד֙ ֶאת־ָהֵעִצ֑ קַוֽ חַ ְּב֔נֹו ַוָּיֶׂ֤שם ֹאתֹ֙ו ֶאת־ִיְצָח֣ ַעל  ַעל־ַהִּמְזֵּב֔  ִמַּמ֖

ים׃   ָלֵעִצֽ
They arrived at the place of which God had told him. Abraham 
built an altar there; he laid out the wood; he bound his son 
Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
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ח ַאְבָרָה֙ם  חֶאת־ָי֔דֹוַוִּיְׁשַל֤ ֶלתַוִּיַּק֖ ַּמֲאֶכ֑ טֶאת־ַהֽ ׃  ֶאת־ְּבֽנֹוִלְׁשֹח֖
And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son. 

� ה יו ַמְלַא֤ א ֵאָל֜ ִים' ַוִּיְקָר֨ םִמן־ַהָּׁשַמ֔ אֶמר ַאְבָרָה֣ ֹ֖ ִני׃׀ַוּי אֶמר ִהֵּנֽ ֹ֖ ם ַוּי ַאְבָרָה֑

Then a messenger of YKVK called to him from heaven: “Abraham! 
Abraham!” And he answered, “Here I am.” 

אֶמר  ֹ֗ חַוּי  ְד֙� ַאל־ִּתְׁשַל֤ ַערָיֽ ַעׂשֶאל־ַהַּנ֔ יְוַאל־ַּת֥ ְעִּתי ׀ ֖לֹו ְמ֑אּוָמה ִּכ֣ ה ָיַד֗ אַעָּת֣ י־ְיֵר֤ ִּכֽ
ְכָּת ֱא�ִהים֙  א ָחַׂש֛ ֹ֥ ָּתה ְול ִּני׃ ֶאת־ְיִחיְד�֖ ֶאת־ִּבְנ�֥  ַא֔ “ ִמֶּמֽ

Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For now I 
know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your 
favored one, from Me.” 
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א ם ַוִּיָּׂש֨ יוַאְבָרָה֜ ִילַוַּיְר֙א ֶאת־ֵעיָנ֗ ֶל� ַאְבָרָה֙ם ְוִהֵּנה־ַא֔ � ְּבַקְרָנ֑יו ַוֵּי֤ ז ַּבְּסַב֖ ר ֶנֱאַח֥ חַאַח֕ ִילַוִּיַּק֣ ֶאת־ָהַא֔
ַחת ְּבֽנֹו׃   ה ַּת֥ הּו ְלֹעָל֖ ַוַּיֲעֵל֥

When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. 
So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of 
his son.

ם  א ַאְבָרָה֛ ם־ַהָּמ֥קֹוםַוִּיְקָר֧ ר ה׀'ַה֖הּוא הֵׁשֽ ר ַהּ֔יֹום ְּבַה֥ ה ֲאֶׁש֙ר ֵיָאֵמ֣ ה׃' ִיְרֶא֑ ֵיָרֶאֽ
And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh,*whence the present saying, “On the 
mount of YKVK there is [a] vision.”*

� ה א ַמְלַא֥ ם' ַוִּיְקָר֛ ית ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֑ ִיםֵׁשִנ֖ ׃  ִמן־ַהָּׁשָמֽ
The messenger of YKVK called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 
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ְעִּתי  י ִנְׁשַּב֖ אֶמר ִּב֥ ֹ֕ יָת֙ ' ְנֻאם־הַוּי ר ָעִׂש֨ ַען ֲאֶׁש֤ י ַי֚ רִּכ֗ ְכָּת ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֣ א ָחַׂש֖ ֹ֥ ה ְול ֶאת־ִּבְנ�֥ ַהֶּז֔
� ׃ֶאת־ְיִחיֶדֽ

and said, “By Myself I swear, YKVK declares: Because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your favored one, 

� י־ָבֵר֣ ה ִּכֽ ה ַאְרֶּב֤ ת־ַזְרֲע�֙  ֲאָבֶרְכ֗� ְוַהְרָּב֨ ר ֶאֽ ִים ְוַכ֕חֹול ֲאֶׁש֖ י ַהָּׁשַמ֔ ת ְּככֹוְכֵב֣ ׁש  ַעל־ְׂשַפ֣ ַהָּי֑ם ְוִיַר֣
יו׃  ַער ֹאְיָבֽ ת ַׁש֥ ַזְרֲע֔� ֵא֖

I will bestow My blessing upon you and make your descendants as numerous 
as the stars of heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your descendants 
shall seize the gates of their foes. 

י׃  ְעָּת ְּבֹקִלֽ ר ָׁשַמ֖ ֶקב ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶרץ ֵע֕ ל ּגֹוֵי֣י ָהָא֑ ְוִהְתָּבְר֣כּו ְבַזְרֲע֔� ֹּכ֖
All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, 
because you have obeyed My command.” ===
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Source 2 :
Classic Modern Continental 
Philosophy “Existentialism”:

Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855, 
Danish, Christian)
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Søren Kierkegaard:

“There was one who relied upon himself and gained 
everything; there was one who in the security of his own 
strength sacrificed everything; but the one who believed 
God was the greatest of all. There was one who was great 
by virtue of his power, and one who was great by virtue 
of his wisdom, and one who was great by virtue of his 
hope, and one who was great by virtue of his love, but 
Abraham was the greatest of all, great by that power 
whose strength is powerlessness”, 16



Source 3 :

“Dialogical Thought”

Franz Rosenzweig 
(1886-1929)
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“Here is the I, the individual human I, as 
yet wholly receptive, as yet only 
unlocked, only empty, without content 
come out without nature, pure readiness, 
pure obedience, or is. The commandment 
is the first content to drop into this 
attentive hearing. The summons to hear, 
the address by the given name, the seal 
of the discoursing divine mouth - all these 
are but preface to every commandment.” 

Franz Rosenzweig, Star of Redemption, 176
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Source 4:

Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995)

“Ethics as First Philosophy”
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“Perhaps Abraham’s ear for hearing the voice 
that brought him back to the ethical order 
was the highest moment in this drama.

“…Kierkegaard never speaks of the situation in 
which Abraham enters into dialogue with God to 
intercede  in favor of Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
name of the just who may be present there. 
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Source 5:

Jacques Derrida  (1930-2004)
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Yes, it is a matter, once again, of responding. And yes, of responding
‘‘yes.’’ Without even naming Abraham, prior to daring to issue a
summons toward the immense figure of the patriarch presumed to
respond to the calling of his name, ‘‘yes, here I am,’’ ‘‘I am here,’’ ‘‘I
am ready,’’ one must know (and this is the first Abrahamic teaching,
prior to any other) that if everything begins for us with the response,
if everything begins with the ‘‘yes’’ implied in all responses (‘‘yes, I
respond,’’ ‘‘yes, here I am,’’ even if the response is ‘‘no’’), then any
response, even the most modest, the most mundane, of responses,
remains an acquiescence given to some self-presentation

Jacques Derrida, Abraham, the Other, in Judeities: Questions for Jacques Derrida Book Eds Bettina Bergo,
Joseph Cohen and Raphael Zagury-Orly, (New York: Fordham University Press), 3.
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Derrida: 
Abraham as an individual possesses “a secret truth of faith as 
absolute responsibility and as absolute passion”. 
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Contemporary Philosophical View:

The idealised Abrahamic character is not the individual at the centre,

 The ideal Abraham is the one who is called to leave the centre—to de-centre. 

This is the model of Abraham who leaves, as one who is commanded to know 
oneself.

Move to dialogue, and relationality. 

Importance of the Dialogical turn, which re-situates ethics as primary. 
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What now? Questions for Jewish thought today:

oMust we all be Abraham? 

oMust we, at the end of the day, reject rationalism in preference for 
passion?

oWhat if we are not spontaneous? Does ethical action not often require 
great deliberation and dilemma.

oHow must we respond to religious violence? Is passion not the same, 
ultimately, as violence? 

oHow do we place the ethical more at the centre of our religion? 

oWhat is the meaning of dialogue in our faith? And who is it with?

o
19
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