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Ceremony of Rabbinical Ordination

Welcome. .. ... ... Dr. Jeffrey Kress
Procession ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... Ordinees
Blessing ................... ... Chancellor Shuly Rubin Schwartz
Private Words of Blessing .. .. ........ .. .. Students and Mentors
Wordsof Torah . .. ...................... ... Rabbi Jan Uhrbach

Ordination of Rabbis . . Rabbi Jan Uhrbach, Rabbi Stephanie Ruskay,
and Rabbi Harold Kravitz

Welcome from the Rabbinical Assembly . . . .. Rabbi Harold Kravitz

Priestly Blessing . Rabbi Harold Kravitz and Cantor Nancy Abramson

Words of Appreciation . ....... ... ... . ... . ... New Rabbis

Sheheheyanu ... ... .. ... .. .. .. . ... ... . ... ... ... .. Everyone

FacultyBlessing ........ .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Faculty

Kaddish D'Rabbanan ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... New Rabbis

FestiveDancing .. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... . . . .. Everyone
PROGRAM NOTES

The tallitot presented to the rabbinical ordinees are funded through an
endowment established by Ivan Levinsohn (z/) in memory of his wife,
Tres ("), to symbolize their love of The Jewish Theological Seminary and its

students. May their memory and their commitment to JTS be for a blessing.

Instrumental music provided by H. L. Miller Cantorial School students

Joshua Ehrlich, Max Silverstone, and Neal Taibel.
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LIST OF OUR GRADUATES AND THEIR MENTORS

GRADUATES MENTORS
Elizabeth Breit. ................. Rabbi Cantor Shoshi Levin Goldberg
David Frederic Shmidt Chapman. . Rabbi Rachel Ain

Gabe Cohen. ... Rabbi Simeon Cohen

Jessica DellEra. . ... ..ooov .. Rabbi David Small

Samuel Gelman ................ Rabbi Arthur Weiner

Maor Greene .................. Rabbi Jonathan Slater

Deborah Sacks Mintz. .. ......... Rabbi Felicia Sol

Jesse Ryan Nagelberg. .......... Rabbi Ami Hersh

Kendell Pinkney .. .............. Rabbi Mira Rivera

Kayley Rachel Romick........... Rabbi Jason Fruithandler

Ben Varon .....ovoveeeenein Rabbi Adam Baldachin

Katja Vehlow. . ...........c..... Rabbi Naomi Kalish

Dave Yedid . ...\ Rabbi Amy Kalmanofsky

Naomi Ann Zaslow ............. Rabbi Guy Austrian

Alisa “Tzipi” Zilbershtein .. .. .. ... Rabbi Burt Visotzky
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Where were you when | laid the earth’s foundations?

(Job 38:4)
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Who knows? Perhaps it was for a moment just like

this one that you have reached this position!
(Esther 4:14)
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Speak little, but do much; and receive all people with a pleasant countenance.

(Pirkei Avot 1:15)
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| shall sing to the Lord, for God has been generous with me.
(Psalms 13:6)
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My heart exults through the LORD, | have triumphed through the LORD.

My mouth is wide over my foes, | rejoice in your deliverance.
(I Samuel 2:1)
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With You is the fountain of life; by Your light do we see light.
(Psalms 36:10)
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All who sing in this world
will merit to sing
in the world to come.

(Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 91b)
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| sought your closeness, | called to you with all my heart,

And going out to meet you, | found you coming toward me.

(Yehuda Halevi)
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All of old. Nothing else ever. Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter.
Try again. Fail again. Fail better.

(Samuel Beckett, Worstward Ho)
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One does not understand the words of Torah until one stumbles over them.

(Talmud Bavli, Gittin 43a)
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It is not in the heavens, that you should say, “Who among us can go up to the heavens and get it
for us and impart it to us, that we may observe it?” Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say,
“Who among us can cross to the other side of the sea and get it for us and impart it to us, that we
may observe it?” Rather, it is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to observe it.
(Devarim 4:12-14)
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God has told you, O man, what is good, and what the Lord requires of you:
Only to do justice, and to love goodness, and to walk modestly with your God.

(Micah 6:8)
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Teach us to number our days, so that we may gain a wise heart.
(Psalms 90:12)
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You turned my mourning into dancing,
you opened my mourning robes and girded me with joy.
(Psalms 30:12)
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The strength of the Creator is in all that is.
(Sefer Yetzirah)

ALISA “TZIPI” ZILBERSHTEIN
MY Nfan AT NIoY

X7N DINNNN D'MY7 DII'7YN DM 2 N R, N'WRID YYD Mt 7Dnon
NTN qIVd ,N9NN X7 XD 2D 'K NAWIN D'A7X NI, NIVAYK WY1 DN
JIY2A1D 2'RINIYAR 1'91D1 1'910] 919711 KINY

| was contemplating the Creation and between the upper and the lower waters there is
but two or three fingerbreadths. For it is not written here, “And the spirit of God blew,”
but hovered, like a bird, flying and flapping with its wing
and its wings touching and not touching.

(Bereshit Rabbah 2:4)




CEREMONY OF RABBINICAL ORDINATION

Sheheheyanu

Barukh atah Adonai, our God, sovereign of time and space, for granting

us life, for sustaining us, and for bringing us to this moment.
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Barukh atah Adonai eloheinu melekh ha-olam, sheheheyanu, v’kiymanu

vhigianu lazman ha-zeh.

Faculty Blessing for the New Rabbis

Let not this Book of Torah cease from your lips, but
recite it day and night, so that you may observe
faithfully all that is written in it. Only then will you
prosper in your undertakings and only then will you

be successful. We charge you: be strong and resolute;
proceed with courage and confidence, for Adonai your

God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:8-9)
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Kaddish D’'Rabbanan

With this prayer we extend our gratitude to God for
the gift of Torah and ask God’s blessings upon all those
who study its words. May God'’s peace be upon our
rabbis, guiding and strengthening them on their journey

forward as religious leaders of the Jewish people.
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