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Abraham Joshua Heschel, The Prophets 

God’s concern is the prerequisite and source of His anger.  It is because He cares 
for man that His anger may be kindled against man.  Anger and mercy are not 
opposites but correlatives.  [p. 63]   

The ultimate meaning of history lies in the continuity of God’s concern.  His wrath 
is not regarded as an emotional outburst, as an irrational fit, but rather as a part 
of His continual care. [p. 73] 

The anger of the Lord is a tragic necessity, a calamity for man and grief for God.  It 
is not an emotion He delights in, but an emotion He deplores. [p. 74] 

 

 

Martha C. Nussbaum, Anger and Forgiveness:  Resentment, Generosity, Justice    

If this book achieves anything, I hope it achieves that sort of square-one 
reorientation, getting its readers to see clearly the irrationality and stupidity of 
anger. Whether readers take the next step is up to them.  As chapter 5 makes 
clear, I don’t always take my own medicine, succumbing to the lure of thinking 
that the world of airlines, banks, and Internet repair people ought to be rational, 
and yielding to anger when (predictably) the real world does not meet that 
expectation.  It’s hard not to be stupid.  [p. 249] 

 



Jeremiah 32:30-32 ירמיהו ל״ב:ל׳-ל״ב
 � ה ַא֣ ל ּוְבֵנ֣י ְיהּוָד֗ י־ָה֨יּו ְבֵני־ִיְׂשָרֵא֜ (ל) ִּכֽ

י  ם ִּכ֣ ֵתיֶה֑ י ִמְּנֻעֹרֽ ע ְּבֵעיַנ֖ ים ָהַר֛ ֹעִׂש֥
ה  י ְּבַמֲעֵׂש֥ ים ֹאִת֛ � ַמְכִעִס֥ ל ַא֣ י־ִיְׂשָרֵא֗ ְבֵנֽ

י  י ַעל־ַאִּפ֣ ה׃ (לא) ִּכ֧ ֽ ם ְנֻאם־ְיֹהוָ ְיֵדיֶה֖
את  יר ַהֹּז֔ ְיָתה ִּל֙י ָהִע֣ י ָה֤ ְוַעל־ֲחָמִת֗

ה  ד ַהּ֣יֹום ַהֶּז֑ ּה ְוַע֖ ר ָּב֣נּו אֹוָת֔ ְלִמן־ַהּיֹו֙ם ֲאֶׁש֣
ת  י׃ (לב) ַעל֩ ׇּכל־ָרַע֨ ל ָּפָנֽ ּה ֵמַע֥ ַלֲהִסיָר֖

ר ָעׂשּ֙ו  ה ֲאֶׁש֤ ל ּוְבֵנ֣י ְיהּוָד֗ ְּבֵני־ִיְׂשָרֵא֜
ם  ם ֹּכֲהֵניֶה֖ ָּמה ַמְלֵכיֶה֙ם ָׂשֵריֶה֔ ִני ֵה֤ ְלַהְכִעֵס֔

י ְירּוָׁשלָֽ ִם׃ ה ְוֹיְׁשֵב֖ יׁש ְיהּוָד֔ ם ְוִא֣ ּוְנִביֵאיֶה֑

(30) For the people of Israel and Judah have

done nothing but evil in My sight since

their youth; the people of Israel have done

nothing but vex Me by their conduct—

declares the LORD. (31) This city has

aroused My anger and My wrath from the

day it was built until this day; so that it

must be removed from My sight (32) because

of all the wickedness of the people of Israel

and Judah who have so acted as to vex Me—

they, their kings, their officials, their priests

and prophets, and the men of Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Jeremiah 4:4 ירמיהו ד׳:ד׳
ם  רּ֙ו ׇעְר֣לֹות ְלַבְבֶכ֔ ה ְוָהִס֙ לּו ַליֹהָו֗ (ד) ִהֹּמ֣

ׁש  א ָכֵא֜ י ְירּוָׁשלָ֑ ִם ֶּפן־ֵּתֵצ֨ ה ְוֹיְׁשֵב֣ יׁש ְיהּוָד֖ ִא֥
ַע י ֹר֥ ה ִמְּפֵנ֖ ין ְמַכֶּב֔ ֲעָר֙ה ְוֵא֣ י ּוָבֽ ֲחָמִת֗

ם׃ ַמַעְלֵליֶכֽ

(4) Open your hearts to the LORD,

Remove the thickening about your hearts—

O men of Judah and inhabitants of

Jerusalem—

Lest My wrath break forth like fire,

And burn, with none to quench it,

Because of your wicked acts.

Jeremiah 18:5-8 ירמיהו י״ח:ה׳-ח׳
י ֵלאֽמֹור׃ (ו)  ה ֵאַל֥ ֖ י ְדַבר־ְיֹהוָ (ה) ַוְיִה֥

ית  ם ֵּב֥ ל ַלֲעׂ֥שֹות ָלֶכ֛ ה ֹלא־אּוַכ֨ ר ַהֶּז֜ ֲהַכּיֹוֵצ֨
ר  ֶמ֙ר ְּבַי֣ד ַהּיֹוֵצ֔ ה ִהֵּנ֤ה ַכֹח֙ ֑ ל ְנֻאם־ְיֹהוָ ִיְׂשָרֵא֖
ל׃ {ס}       (ז)  ית ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ י ֵּב֥ ם ְּבָיִד֖ ֵּכן־ַאֶּת֥

ה ִלְנ֥תֹוׁש  ר ַעל־ּ֖גֹוי ְוַעל־ַמְמָלָכ֑ ַגע ֲאַדֵּב֔ ֶר֣
יד׃ (ח) ְוָׁש֙ב ַהּ֣גֹוי ַה֔הּוא  ְוִלְנ֖תֹוץ ּֽוְלַהֲאִבֽ

ַחְמִּת֙י יו ְוִנֽ ְרִּתי ָעָל֑ ר ִּדַּב֖ ָע֔תֹו ֲאֶׁש֥ ֵמָר֣

֔

(5) Then the word of the LORD came to me:

(6) O House of Israel, can I not deal with

you like this potter?—says the LORD. Just

like clay in the hands of the potter, so are

you in My hands, O House of Israel! (7) At

one moment I may decree that a nation or a

kingdom shall be uprooted and pulled down

and destroyed; (8) but if that nation against

which I made the decree turns back from its
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ְבִּתי ַלֲעׂ֥שֹות  ר ָחַׁש֖ ה ֲאֶׁש֥ ָרָע֔ ַעל־ָה֣
ֽלֹו׃ {ס}      

wickedness, I change My mind concerning

the punishment I planned to bring on it.

Jeremiah 44:4-6 ירמיהו מ״ד:ד׳-ו׳
ים  י ַהְּנִביִא֔ ח ֲאֵליֶכ֙ם ֶאת־ׇּכל־ֲעָבַד֣ (ד) ָוֶאְׁשַל֤

ת  ר ַאל־ָנ֣א ַתֲעׂ֗שּו ֵא֛ ים ְוָׁש֖�ַח ֵלאֹמ֑ ַהְׁשֵּכ֥
אִתי׃ (ה)  ר ָׂשֵנֽ את ֲאֶׁש֥ ה ַהֹּז֖ ר־ַהֹּתֵעָב֥ ְּדַבֽ
ם ָלׁ֖שּוב  א־ִהּ֣טּו ֶאת־ׇאְזָנ֔ ְמעּ֙ו ְוֹלֽ א ָׁשֽ ְוֹל֤

ים׃ (ו)  ים ֲאֵחִרֽ ר ֵלא�ִה֥ י ַקֵּט֖ ם ְלִבְלִּת֥ ֵמָרָעָת֑
ה  י ְיהּוָד֔ י ַוִּתְבַע֙ר ְּבָעֵר֣ � ֲחָמִת֙י ְוַאִּפ֔ ַוִּתַּת֤

ה  ּוְבֻח֖צֹות ְירּוָׁשלָ֑ ִם ַוִּתְהֶי֛יָנה ְלׇחְרָּב֥
ה׃ {ס}  ה ַּכּ֥יֹום ַהֶּזֽ ִלְׁשָמָמ֖

(4) Yet I persistently sent to you all My

servants the prophets, to say, “I beg you not

to do this abominable thing which I hate.”

(5) But they would not listen or give ear, to

turn back from their wickedness and not

make offerings to other gods; (6) so My

fierce anger was poured out, and it blazed

against the towns of Judah and the streets of

Jerusalem. And they became a desolate ruin,

as they still are today.

Jeremiah 14:19-21 ירמיהו י״ד:י״ט-כ״א
ה ִאם־ְּבִצּיֹו֙ן  ְסָּת ֶאת־ְיהּוָד֗ ס ָמַא֜ (יט) ֲהָמֹא֨

א  נּו ַמְרֵּפ֑ ין ָל֖ נּו ְוֵא֥ � ַמּ֙דּוַע֙ ִהִּכיָת֔ ה ַנְפֶׁש֔ ָּגֲעָל֣
א ְוִהֵּנ֥ה  ת ַמְרֵּפ֖ ין ֔טֹוב ּוְלֵע֥ ֤ה ְלָׁשלֹו֙ם ְוֵא֣ ַקּוֵ

נּו ֲע֣�ן  ה ִרְׁשֵע֖ ֛ ְענּו ְיֹהוָ ה׃ (כ) ָיַד֧ ְבָעָתֽ
�׃ (כא) ַאל־ִּתְנַא֙ץ אנּו ָלֽ י ָחָט֖ ינּו ִּכ֥ ֲאבֹוֵת֑

ר  � ְזֹכ֕ א ְכבֹוֶד֑ ל ִּכֵּס֣ ַען ִׁשְמ֔� ַאל־ְּתַנֵּב֖ ְלַמ֣
נּו׃ ר ְּבִריְת֖� ִאָּתֽ ַאל־ָּתֵפ֥

(19) Have You, then, rejected Judah?

Have You spurned Zion?

Why have You smitten us

So that there is no cure?

Why do we hope for happiness,

But find no good;

For a time of healing,

And meet terror instead? (20) We

acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD—

The iniquity of our fathers—

For we have sinned against You. (21) For

Your name’s sake, do not disown us;

Do not dishonor Your glorious throne.

Remember, do not annul Your covenant

with us.

Jeremiah 46:28 ירמיהו מ״ו:כ״ח
ֲעֹק֙ב י ַיֽ א ַעְבִּד֤ ה ַאל־ִּתיָר֞ ָּת֠ (כח) ַא֠

ה  ה ָכָל֜ ִני ִּכי֩ ֶאֱעֶׂש֨ י ִאְּת֖� ָא֑ ה ִּכ֥ ְנֻאם־ְיֹהָו֔
ְת֙� ָּמה ְוֹאֽ י� ָּׁש֗ ר ִהַּדְחִּת֣ ם ׀ ֲאֶׁש֧ ל־ַהּגֹוִי֣ ְּבׇכֽ

ה  ט ְוַנֵּק֖ י֙� ַלִּמְׁשָּפ֔ ה ְוִיַּסְרִּת֙ ה ָכָל֔ ֹלא־ֶאֱעֶׂש֣
ָּך׃ {פ}  א ֲאַנֶּקֽ ֹל֥

(28) But you, have no fear,

My servant Jacob

—declares the LORD—

For I am with you.

I will make an end of all the nations

Among which I have banished you,

But I will not make an end of you!

I will not leave you unpunished,

But I will chastise you in measure.
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Ezekiel 7:3-4 יחזקאל ז׳:ג׳-ד׳
 � י ַאִּפ֙י ָּב֔ ִי� ְוִׁשַּלְחִּת֤ ץ ָעַל֔ (ג) ַעָּת֙ה ַהֵּק֣

ת  ִי� ֵא֖ י ָעַל֔ ִי� ְוָנַתִּת֣ י� ִּכְדָרָכ֑ ּוְׁשַפְטִּת֖
ִי�  י ָעַל֖ ִי�׃ (ד) ְוֹלא־ָת֥חֹוס ֵעיִנ֛ ׇּכל־ּתֹוֲעבֹוָתֽ

ן  ִי� ֶאֵּת֗ ִי� ָעַל֣ י ְדָרַכ֜ א ֶאְח֑מֹול ִּכ֣ ְוֹל֣
י  ם ִּכי־ֲאִנ֥ יןָ ִויַדְעֶּת֖ ְהֶי֔ � ִּתֽ ִי֙� ְּבתֹוֵכ֣ ְותֹוֲעבֹוַת֙

ה׃ {פ}  ֽ ְיֹהוָ

(3) Now doom is upon you! I will let loose

My anger against you and judge you

according to your ways; I will requite you

for all your abominations. (4) I will show

you no pity and no compassion; but I will

requite you for your ways and for the

abominations in your midst. And you shall

know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 13:13-14 יחזקאל י״ג:י״ג-י״ד
י  ה ּוִבַּקְעִּת֥ י ֱיֹהִו֔ ה ָאַמ֙ר ֲאֹדָנ֣ ן ֹּכ֤ (יג) ָלֵכ֗
י  ֶׁשם ֹׁשֵט֙ף ְּבַאִּפ֣ י ְוֶג֤ רּוַח־ְסָע֖רֹות ַּבֲחָמִת֑

ה׃ (יד)  ה ְלָכָלֽ יׁש ְּבֵחָמ֥ י ֶאְלָּגִב֖ ה ְוַאְבֵנ֥ ְהֶי֔ ִיֽ
ל  ם ָּתֵפ֛ יר ֲאֶׁשר־ַטְחֶּת֥ י ֶאת־ַהִּק֨ ַרְסִּת֜ ְוָה֨

ְפָל֙ה ה ְיֹס֑דֹו ְוָנֽ ֶרץ ְוִנְגָל֣ יהּו ֶאל־ָהָא֖ ְוִהַּגְעִּת֥
ה׃ ֽ י ְיֹהוָ י־ֲאִנ֥ ם ִּכֽ ּה ִויַדְעֶּת֖ ם ְּבתֹוָכ֔ ּוְכִליֶת֣

(13) Assuredly, thus said the Lord GOD: In

My fury I will let loose hurricane winds; in

My anger a driving rain shall descend, and

great hailstones in destructive fury. (14) I will

throw down the wall that you daubed with

plaster, and I will raze it to the ground so

that its foundation is exposed; and when it

falls, you shall perish in its midst; then you

shall know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 5:13 יחזקאל ה׳:י״ג
ם  י ָּב֖ י ֲחָמִת֛ י ַוֲהִנחֹוִת֧ ה ַאִּפ֗ (יג) ְוָכָל֣

ְרִּת֙י ה ִּדַּב֙ י ְיֹהָו֗ י־ֲאִנ֣  ָיְד֞עּו ִּכֽ ֽ ְמִּתי וְ ְוִהֶּנָח֑
ם׃ י ָּבֽ י ֲחָמִת֖ י ְּבַכּלֹוִת֥ ְּבִקְנָאִת֔

(13) I will vent all My anger and satisfy My

fury upon them; and when I vent all My

fury upon them, they shall know that I the

LORD have spoken in My passion.

Ezekiel 8:18 יחזקאל ח׳:י״ח
י  ה ֹלא־ָת֥חֹוס ֵעיִנ֖ ה ְבֵחָמ֔ (יח) ְוַגם־ֲאִנ֙י ֶאֱעֶׂש֣

א  ל ְוָקְר֤אּו ְבׇאְזַנ֙י ֣קֹול ָּג֔דֹול ְוֹל֥ א ֶאְחֹמ֑ ְוֹל֣
ם׃ ע אֹוָתֽ ֶאְׁשַמ֖

(18) I in turn will act with fury, I will show

no pity or compassion; though they cry

aloud to Me, I will not listen to them.”

Ezekiel 16:42 יחזקאל ט״ז:מ״ב
 � י ִמֵּמ֑ ָרה ִקְנָאִת֖ � ְוָס֥ י ֲחָמִת֙י ָּב֔ (מב) ַוֲהִנֹחִת֤

ס ֽעֹוד׃ א ֶאְכַע֖ י ְוֹל֥ ַקְטִּת֔ ְוָׁש֣

(42) When I have satisfied My fury upon

you and My rage has departed from you,

then I will be tranquil; I will be angry no

more.
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Ezekiel 24:13-14 יחזקאל כ״ד:י״ג-י״ד
א  ַהְרִּתי֙� ְוֹל֣ ה ַיַ֤ען ִטֽ � ִזָּמ֑ (יג) ְּבֻטְמָאֵת֖

א ִתְטֲהִרי־֔עֹוד  ִמֻּטְמָאֵת֙� ֹל֣ ְרְּת ָטַה֔
ה  ֤ י ְיֹהוָ �׃ (יד) ֲאִנ֨ י ָּבֽ י ֶאת־ֲחָמִת֖ ַעד־ֲהִניִח֥

ע ְוֹלא־ָא֖חּוס  יִתי ֹלא־ֶאְפַר֥ ה ְוָעִׂש֔ ְרִּת֙י ָּבָא֣ ִּדַּב֙
ִי֙� ְׁשָפ֔טּו�  ִי� ְוַכֲעִלילֹוַת֙ ם ִּכְדָרַכ֤ א ֶאָּנֵח֑ ְוֹל֣

ה׃ {פ}  ֽ י ֱיֹהוִ ם ֲאֹדָנ֥ ְנֻא֖

(13) For your vile impurity—because I

sought to cleanse you of your impurity, but

you would not be cleansed—you shall never

be clean again until I have satisfied My fury

upon you. (14) I the LORD have spoken: It

shall come to pass and I will do it. I will not

refrain or spare or relent. You shall be

punished according to your ways and your

deeds—declares the Lord GOD.

Ezekiel 36:33-35 יחזקאל ל״ו:ל״ג-ל״ה
י  ה ְּביֹו֙ם ַטֲהִר֣ י ֱיֹהִו֔ ה ָאַמ֙ר ֲאֹדָנ֣ (לג) ֹּכ֤

ם ְוֽהֹוַׁשְבִּת֙י ל ֲע�ֽנֹוֵתיֶכ֑ ם ִמֹּכ֖ ֶאְתֶכ֔
ֶרץ  ים ְוִנְב֖נּו ֶהֳחָרֽבֹות׃ (לד) ְוָהָא֥ ָעִר֔ ֶאת־ֶה֣

ה  ה ְׁשָמָמ֔ ר ָהְיָת֣ ַחת ֲאֶׁש֣ ד ַּת֚ ה ֵּתָעֵב֑ ַהְּנַׁשָּמ֖
ֶרץ ַהֵּל֙זּ֙ו  ר׃ (לה) ְוָאְמ֗רּו ָהָא֤ י ׇּכל־עֹוֵבֽ ְלֵעיֵנ֖
ים ֶהֳחֵר֛בֹות  ֶדן ְוֶהָעִר֧ ה ְּכַגן־ֵע֑ ה ָהְיָת֖ ַהְּנַׁשָּמ֔

בּו׃ ְנַׁשּ֥מֹות ְוַהֶּנֱהָר֖סֹות ְּבצּו֥רֹות ָיָׁשֽ ְוַהֽ

(33) Thus said the Lord GOD: When I have

cleansed you of all your iniquities, I will

people your settlements, and the ruined

places shall be rebuilt; (34) and the desolate

land, after lying waste in the sight of every

passerby, shall again be tilled. (35) And men

shall say, “That land, once desolate, has

become like the garden of Eden; and the

cities, once ruined, desolate, and ravaged,

are now populated and fortified.”

Ezekiel 37:12-14 יחזקאל ל״ז:י״ב-י״ד
ם ֹּכה־ָאַמ֮ר א ְוָאַמְרָּת֜ ֲאֵליֶה֗ (יב) ָלֵכ֩ן ִהָּנֵב֨

ם  ַח ֶאת־ִקְבֽרֹוֵתיֶכ֗ י ֹפֵת֜ י ֱיֹהִו֒ה ִהֵּנ֩ה ֲאִנ֨ ֲאֹדָנ֣
י  י ְוֵהֵבאִת֥ ם ַעִּמ֑ ם ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכ֖ י ֶאְתֶכ֛ ְוַהֲעֵליִת֥

ם  ל׃ (יג) ִויַדְעֶּת֖ ת ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ם ֶאל־ַאְדַמ֥ ֶאְתֶכ֖
ם  י ֶאת־ִקְבֽרֹוֵתיֶכ֗ ה ְּבִפְתִח֣ ֑ י ְיֹהוָ י־ֲאִנ֣ ִּכֽ

י׃ (יד)  ם ַעִּמֽ ם ִמִּקְברֹוֵתיֶכ֖ י ֶאְתֶכ֛ ּוְבַהֲעלֹוִת֥
ם  י ֶאְתֶכ֖ ם ְוִהַּנְחִּת֥ י ָבֶכ֙ם ִוְחִייֶת֔ י רּוִח֤ ְוָנַתִּת֨

ְרִּתי  ה ִּדַּב֥ ֛ י ְיֹהוָ י־ֲאִנ֧ ם ִּכֽ ם ִויַדְעֶּת֞ ַעל־ַאְדַמְתֶכ֑
ה׃ {פ}  ֽ יִתי ְנֻאם־ְיֹהוָ ְוָעִׂש֖

(12) Prophesy, therefore, and say to them:

Thus said the Lord GOD: I am going to

open your graves and lift you out of the

graves, O My people, and bring you to the

land of Israel. (13) You shall know, O My

people, that I am the LORD, when I have

opened your graves and lifted you out of

your graves. (14) I will put My breath into

you and you shall live again, and I will set

you upon your own soil. Then you shall

know that I the LORD have spoken and

have acted”—declares the LORD.
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