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Benjamin D. Sommer joined The Jewish Theological Seminary faculty as professor of Bible 
in July 2008. Previously, he served as director of the Crown Family Center for Jewish Studies 
at Northwestern University, where he had taught since 1994. Dr. Sommer has been a fellow at 
the Israel Institute for Advanced Studies at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the Tikvah 
Center for Jewish Law and Civilization at the New York University School of Law, and the 
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. He has served as a visiting faculty member in the 
Department of Bible of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and at the Brite Divinity School in 
Fort Worth, Texas. He has received fellowships from the American Council of Learned 
Societies and the Yad Hanadiv/Berakha Foundation. 
 
Dr. Sommer’s most recent book, Revelation and Authority: Sinai in Jewish Scripture and 
Tradition received the prestigious Goldstein‐Goren Prize in Jewish Thought from Ben Gurion 
University for the years 2014‐2016 and was a finalist for both for the National Jewish Book 
Award for 2015 and the Association for Jewish Studies’ Jordan Schnitzer Prize for 2014‐2016. 
An earlier book by Professor Sommer, The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, 
received the Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion in 2010 awarded by the American 
Academy of Religion, as well as the Jordan Schnitzer Award from the Association for Jewish 
Studies for the years 2006‐2009. The first book Dr. Sommer published, A Prophet Reads 
Scripture: Allusion in Isaiah 40‐66, was awarded the Salo Wittmayer Baron Prize by the 
American Academy of Jewish Research in 1998.  
 
Dr. Sommer has long been active as a lecturer and scholar-in-residence, teaching rabbis, 
Jewish educators, and laypeople in a variety of settings in the United States and Israel.   



"When the spirit moves me" 

George Fox (17th century, the founder of Quakerism), Thomas Edwards (17th 
century a Calvinist clergyman) 

• Low church / pietistic / deeply individual: many Protestant forms of Christianity,
including Quakerism, some types of Calvinism ( e.g., Puritan, Reformed,
Presbyterian), Baptist denominations, some Methodism/Wesleyanism, Mennonites
denominations ( e.g., Amish)

• High church / liturgical / ceremonial: Eastern Orthodoxy, Catholicism
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Maimonides Mishneh Torah, Sefer Ahavah, Berakhot 1 :3-4: "There are three types of 
blessings: blessing over things enjoyed or used; blessings over commandments; and 
blessings of acknowledgement [:7�1i:7], which include praise, thanksgiving [:7;1i:7], and 
petition, so that we might remember our creator at all time and to regard Him with awe." 

Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed, 3:44 (Pines trans.): "The end of these actions 
pertaining to the divine service is the constant commemoration of God, the love of Him, 
and the fear of Him, the obligatory observance of the commandments in general, and the 
bringing-about of such belief concerning Him, may He be exalted, as is necessary for 
every one professing the Law." 

Abraham Joshua Heschel, "Prayer," in Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity, 343: 
"Prayer is a way ... to discern between the signal and the trivial, between the vital and the 
futile, by taking counsel with what we know about the will of God ... Prayer clarifies our 
hopes and intentions. It helps us discover our true aspirations ... Prayer teaches us what to 
aspire for." 
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