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1. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov 1:169, on D’veikut 
Also known as the Besht; founder of Hasidism (Poland, c. 1700–1760). Keter Shem Tov is a collection of his 
interpretations of the Torah published in 1794. 

It is a great thing to keep in mind always that you are with 
the Creator, and that He surrounds you on all sides, as it is 
written, “Happy is the man who, when he thinks not of God, 
[this is considered] to him as a sin” (Psalm 32:2). This means 
that the instant you stop thinking of your attachment 
(deveikut) to God, you incur a sin. You should be so attached 
(davuk) to God that you won’t need to reconsider from time 
to time that you are with Him.…You should fulfill the verse “I 
have set the Lord always before me” (Psalm 16:8), as stated 
in Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim, section 1. 

ַמֲעָלה ְגדֹוָלה ְּכֶׁשָאָדם ְמַחֵׁשב ָּתִמיד ֶׁשהּוא  
ֵאֶצל ַהּבֹוֵרא ִיְתָּבַר�, ְוהּוא ַמִּקיף אֹותֹו  

ִמָּכל ְצָדָדיו, ְּכמֹו ֶׁשָּכתּוב, ַאְׁשֵרי ָאָדם �א  
ַיְחֹׁשב ה' [לֹו ָעֹון] (תהילים לב, ב). פי'  

ְּכֶׁשֶרַגע ֵאינּו ְמַחֵׁשב ִּבְדֵביקּות ה' ִיְתָּבַר�,  
ֶׁשּלֹא ְיֵהא ָצִרי�   �לֹו ָעֹון. ְוִיְהֶיה ָדבּוק ָּכל ּכָ 

ֶאת ַעצמֹו ְּבָכל ַּפַעם ֶׁשהּוא ֶאְצלֹו   ְלַייֵׁשב
ִיְתָּבַר�... ִויַקֵיים ִׁשִויִתי ה' ְלֶנְגִדי ָתִמיד  

תּוב ְּבׁשּולַחן  ּכָ (תהילים טז, ח), ּכמֹו ׁשֶ 
 ם סימן א'.רּוך אֹוַרך ַחִייעָ 
 

 
2. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov 1:96, on Torah Lishmah 

 
 

The main point of studying Torah is to attach (yidbak) oneself to 
the inner spiritual light of the Infinite One, which is contained in 
the letters of the Torah. That is what is called “study for its own 
sake.” Regarding this Rabbi Meir taught: “Whoever studies 
Torah for its own sake merits many things, and the Torah’s 
secrets are revealed to that person” (Pirkei Avot 6:1). This 
means that such a person will know the future and all that will 
happen to him from within the Torah. 

ֶאת  קּבָ דְ ֶׁשּיִ  אּוה ָרהּתֹוֵעֶסק  רּקָ ִעיׁשֶ  ...
א"ס   רֹוא תֹוָחִניּור תּיּוִנימִ ּפְ ֶאל  ֹוַעצמ
ִנְקָרא   אּוהׁשֶ , ָרהּתֹוהַ  תֹוִתיֹוא �ֹותֶׁשּבְ 
ָאַמר ר' ֵמִאיר:   הֶׁשַּבּזֶ . ּהמָ ׁשְ לִ  דּמּוִלי
  ֶכהֹוז ּהמָ ׁשְ לִ  ָרהַּבּתֹו ֵסקוֹ ָהע לּכָ 

, ָרהּתֹוָרֵזי  ֹול יןּלִ ְמגַ ּו, הּבֵ ִלְדָבִרים ַהרְ 
 ָתיוֹוְרעֹוְוָכל ְמא תֹוידֲעתִ  ַדעּיֵ ׁשֶ ר"ל 

 ... ָרהּתֹוהַ  �ּתֹומִ 
 
3. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov 1:229, on Simhah 

 

Prayer that is said with great joy is certainly more 
worthy and desirable to God than prayer said with 
sadness and weeping. A parable for this: When a 
pauper asks, requests, and pleads before a human 
king, with great weeping, the king only gives him a 
small amount. But when a nobleman arranges for a 
king a great celebration, and in midst of his praises 
also makes his request, the king gives him a large 
gift, as is fitting for a nobleman. 

  ֵתרֹוי ַווַדאיּבְ , ָלהֹוְגד ְמָחהְּבׂשִ  ִהיאְּכׁשֶ  הּלָ ִפיּתְ ...הַ 
  תּוַעְצבּבְ  הּלָ ִמְתִפי ֵתרֹוְלָפָניו י לּוּבָ ְמקּו בׁשּוחָ 
  ֵּקׁשְמבַ ּו ֵאלׁשֹו ָעִניְּכׁשֶ ַעל ֶזה:  לׁשָ . מָ הּיָ ְבכִ ּו
, ַאף  ָלהֹוְגד הּיָ ְבכִ ּבִ ם דָ וָ  רָּבׂשָ ִלְפֵני ֶמֶל�   ןּנֵ ִמְתחַ ּו

. ֲאָבל  ָעטּומ רָדבָ  א ּלָ אֶ  וֹ ל ֵתןֹונ ֹוֵכן ֵאינ יּפִ ַעל 
  �ּתֹומִ ּו, ָלהֹוְגד ְמָחהׂשִ ִלְפֵני ֶמֶל�  רּדֵ ְמסַ  רׂשָ הַ ְּכׁשֶ 
  ָנהּתָ מַ   ֶל�ּמֶ הַ  ֵתןֹו, ָאז נֹותַּבָּקׁשָ  םּגַ  ֵּקׁשְמבַ  ַבחׁשֶ הַ 

 .תּוָררׂשְ לִ  ְתִניםֶׁשּנֹו ֹומּכְ , הּוּבָ ְמר
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4. Shivhei HaBesht, compiled by Dov Ber of Linits, 1815 1 
The classic compilation of stories and legends about the Ba’aal Shem Tov, told by various rabbis, preachers, 
ritual slaughterers and teachers. Modern scholars struggle to separate out the historical and 
fantastic/miraculous strands of the stories. 
 

Once they had to say Hallel, since it was either the first 
day of the Hebrew month or one of the intermediate 
days of Passover. Rabbi Abraham was reciting Shaharit 
before the ark, and the Besht was praying in his usual 
place…During the voiced eighteen benedictions [i.e., the 
repetition of the Amidah], the Besht trembled greatly as 
he always did while praying. Everyone who looked at the 
Besht while he was praying noticed this trembling… 
Rabbi Wolf Kotses, the Hasid, looked at his face. He saw 
that it was burning like a torch. The Besht’s eyes were 
bulging … I already knew from his best disciples that he 
used to utter a great cry and pray louder than anyone 
else. 

 ָהָיהׁשֶ , לּלֵ ְצִריִכים ֵלאֹמר הַ  ּוַאַחת ָהי ַעםּפַ 
, ְוָהָיה  ַסחּפֶ  לׁשֶ  ֵעדּמֹוהַ  לֹוח ֹוא ׁשדֶ ֹוח ׁשֹרא
  ֲחִריתׁשַ  תּלַ ִפיּתְ  לַּפּלֵ ַאְבָרָהם הנ"ל ִמתְ  יּבִ רַ 

  לַּפּלֵ ִהתְ  בֹוט  םׁשֵ  ַעלּבַ ְוהַ  יָבהּתֵ ִלְפֵני הַ 
ָרם  לֹוק לׁשֶ  ֵרהׂשְ עֶ  ֶנהֹומׁשְ בִ ּו....ֹומֹוְמקּבִ 

, ְוָהָיה ָלהֹוב ְרָעָדה ְגדֹוט םׁשֵ  ַעלּבַ ִנְתַרֵעד הַ 
, ִמידּתָ  ֹותּלָ ְתִפיּבִ  דֹוִלְרע ּכֹוַדרְ ּכְ  ֵל�ֹוְוה ֵעדֹור
ָרָאה   הּלָ ִפיּתְ הַ  ַעתִּבׁשְ  ֹותֹוא ָרָאהׁשֶ  ִמיּו

וולף קיצעס   יּבִ ֶהָחִסיד רַ  ָבאּו.... ֶׁשּלֹוַהְרִעיָדה 
, ְוֵעיָניו  יִדיםּפִ לַ ּכְ  תֹוֲערּבֹו הּנֵ , ְוהִ ָפָניוּבְ ְוֵהֵציץ 

,  ִחיָריוּבְ מִ  ָעִמיםּפְ  ָמהּכַ  יּתִ ַמעְ ׁשָ ֵכן  יּכִ ...ּוְלטּבּו
  לַּפּלֵ ְוָהָיה ִמתְ  ָלםּכּו ׁשֹרא אׂשֵ ָהָיה ְמנַ  יּכִ 
 . ָלהֹוְגד ְזָעָקהּבִ 

 
 
5. Ban of the Hasidic Movement in Vilna, 1772 2 
 

To our beloved brethren, the chosen of God, who follow 
the ways of their ancestors and observe the way of the 
Lord. You have surely heard that a new group has arisen, 
not imagined by our ancestors, who call themselves 
Hasidim. In every city they form an association of those 
who leave the [established] synagogues and houses of 
study, separating themselves from the community [see 
Avot 2:4]. “And the earth was split open by their uproar” (I 
Kings 1:40), the uproar of their house of prayer. Their 
practices are different, they have changed the liturgy 
coined by our sages….They have abandoned Torah study 
and spend all their days in frivolous speech and 
debauchery.… They dishonor the famous and extraordinary 
Torah scholars of our generation.…All their days are like 
holidays, and [they believe] they are rewarded for 
refraining from Torah study, as is well known... 

  ְלִכיםֹוה רׁשֶ ה', אֲ  ִחיֵריּבְ  ּוַאֵחינ ּוֵבינּוֲאה
ה'. ֲה�א   ֶר�ּדֶ  רֹומׁשְ לִ  ֵתיֶהםֹוֲאב ַדְרֵכיּבְ 
  יםׁשִ ֲחדָ   יּכִ , םּתֶ ִאם �א ְיַדעְ  םּתֶ ַמעְ ׁשְ 

,  ּוֵתינֹוֲאב םּוָערׁשְ �א  רׁשֶ אֲ  ּואּבָ  בֹוִמָקר
ִעיר ָוִעיר   ְבָכלּוֲחִסיִדים.  ָמםׁשְ  יםּנִ ְמכַ ּו
  ָבֵתיּו  תּיֹוֵנסִ כְ  ֵתי ּבָ  בּוִעיז תֹודּוֲאג יםֹוׂשִ ע

.  רּבּויּצִ ַעְצָמם ִמן הַ  יםׂשִ רְ ּפֹו, ַרק תׁשֹוִמְדרָ 
(מלכים א, א, מ),   ָלםֹוָהָאֶרץ ְלק ַקעִּתּבָ וַ 
םּתְ  יתּבֵ  לֹוק   תְּבַׁשּנֹו, ִניםׁשֹו. ְוָדֵתיֶהם ִפיָלַתָ

 ּוְטלּבָ ֲחָכִמים.... ּוְבעֶׁשּטָ  עַ ּבֵ טְ ֶאת ַטֲעָמם  מַ 
  ִדְבֵריּבְ ְיֵמיֶהם  לּכָ  יםּלִ ְמבַ ּו ָרהּתֹו דּומלְ ּתַ 
 .... תֹוְוֹהֵלל  לּתּוִהי
ְיִחיֵדי   ְרָסִמיןּוֲחָכִמים ְמפ ְלִמיֵדיּתַ  יםּזִ ְמבַ 
,  ֲעִדיםֹומּו ָחִגיםּכְ ...ְוָכל ְיֵמיֶהם רֹוּדהַ 

 
1 In Praise of the Ba’al Shem Tov, ed. and trans. Dan Ben Amos and Jerome M. Mintz (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1972), 50–51. 
2 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 62–63. 
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Now please listen, brothers; take to heart and see the 
consequences of this sect…Aren’t the earlier troubles we 
had from such sects enough? 3 Now a new one has sprung 
forth, “a stock sprouting poison weed and wormwood” 
(Deut. 29:17)….Whoever hears and sees these words 
should gird his loins like a man, and turn their evil intention 
against them, to fight them off and pursue them, as much 
as Jews have the ability. And from there we must disperse 
them so that they not gather in a minyan. 

, ָרהּתֹוִמן הַ  הׁשָ ִריּפְ ַעל הַ  ָכרׂשָ  ִליםּבְ ְמקּו
 ....ְרָסםּוְמפּו עַ ּוָיד רׁשֶ אֲ ּכַ 

ַעל ְלַבְבֶכם   ּוימׂשִ  ּוָנא ַאֵחינ ּוְמעׁשִ  הּתָ ְועַ 
 תֹורּצָ ...ְו�א ַדי מִ ֹוז תּכָ מִ  ָלדּנֹוֶאת הַ  ּוְראּו

,  ֶהםּבָ  ֵצאַּכּיֹו תֹותּכָ מִ  ּוָהי רׁשֶ אֲ  תֹונׁשֹוָהִרא
  הּתָ עַ  םּגַ , ַאף  ּוָיְצאׁשֶ ָמה   ּוָיְצא ּוֵתינֹוַבֲעֹונּו

 ְוַלֲעָנה.... ׁשֹרא ֶרהּפֹו ׁשרֶ ׁשֹוִתְצַמח,  הׁשָ ֲחדָ 
  ֶגֶברּכְ  רֹוֶיֱאז ָבִריםּדְ ֶאת  ֶאהֹוְור ֵמעַ ׁשֹוְוָכל הַ 

,  םׁשָ ָהָרָעה ַעל ֹרא םּתָ בְ ׁשַ ַמחֲ  יבׁשִ ֲחָלָציו ְלהָ 
 ָרֵאלׂשְ יִ  ידׂשִ  םֹוַעד ְמק ְדָפםֹוְלרּו ְדָפםֹוְלה
 ּורּבְ ְלַמַען �א ִיְתחַ  םּוָיִפיצ םׁשָ מִ ּו, ַעתּגַ מַ 

 .ְנָיןַּבּמִ 
 
 

6. The First Persecution of Hasidim in Vilna, 1772 4 
 

And when letters came from Shklov to us, the holy community of 
Vilna, the Gaon [Rabbi Elijah, the Vilna Gaon (1720–1797)] 
declared: “The holy community of Shklov is right. This clan, they 
are heretics. They should be thrown into a pit and not lifted out of 
it” [Babylonian Talmud, Avodah Zarah 26b].  
And the main organizer of this sect [in Vilna] was one named Isser, 
who is like his name, 5 and the second was one named Hayyim, 
who was the preacher of the community….This Hayyim said of the 
Vilna Gaon: “He is false, his Torah is false and his faith is false…. 
[In response,] there was a ruling to expel and disperse the minyan 
of the Karliner Hasidim…Hayyim was fired from his position as 
preacher. He was excommunicated for a thirty-day term. And 
Hayyim left the city…. Afterwards, the communal elders convened, 
with two sets of rabbinic judges and the communal rabbi. They 
ruled to burn their writings, near the manacles [in the great 
synagogue] before the beginning of Kabbalat Shabbat services. 
And [they ruled] that Isser, their main organizer, should go up to 
the top step [in front of the ark in the great synagogue], before 
Shokhein Ad [the beginning of the Shabbat Shaharit service], and 
no minyan will gather in any other synagogue except for the great 
synagogue [on that Shabbat]. There, he will recite the confession 

  אןּכָ  קָלאב ׁשְ מִ  ָתְביםּכְ הַ  ּואׁשּבָ כְ ּו
  ןֹואּגָ ִוויְלָנא, ֲאֵזי ָאַמר הַ  שֹוְלְקַהל ָקד 
,  קָלאבׁשְ ִעם ק"ק  יןּדִ הנ"ל: "הַ 

  הּמָ הנ"ל הֵ  ָחהִּמְׁשּפָ הַ ׁשֶ  רׁשֶ אֲ ּבַ 
ְו�א ַמֲעִלין   ִריִדיןֹומּו, ְרִסיןֹויקּפִ אַ 

  תּכָ הַ  �ֹוְבתּו [עבודה זרה כו ע"ב]. 
מו'    ןׁשֹוָהִרא ףּסֵ ַהְמאַ  ׁשהנ"ל ָהָיה ֹרא

ָהַרב מו'   ִני ׁשֵ , ְוהַ ֹומׁשְ  ְרֵאיֹוקּבְ  רּוִאיס
  יםּיִ מו' חַ  יבׁשִ ....ְוהֵ ָכאןּדְ  ידּגִ , מַ יםּיִ חַ 

 ֹוָרתֹוְות ֶקרׁשֶ  אּוהׁשֶ הנ"ל  ןֹואּגָ ַעל הַ 
 ַסקּפְ ....ְוָהָיה ֶקרׁשֶ  ֹוָנתּוֶוֱאמ ֶקרׁשֶ 
  לׁשֶ  ְנָיןּמִ ֶאת הַ  רּזֵ ְלפַ ּו ׁשְלָגרֵ  יֶכףּתֵ 

ִמן   יםּיִ מוהר"ר חַ  קַּתּלֵ קארלינר....ִנסְ 
ְנִזיָפה   לּבֵ ִקי  יםּיִ . ומו' חַ תֹוִגידּמְ הַ 

  יםּיִ ומו' חַ  ֹוַעל ַעְצמ יּדּוְוִני
  ֵניְׁש ְוַגם  ְזִניםֹוָהר ּובׁשְ ָנַסע...ואח"כ יָ 

ִדין.   יתּבֵ ַאב  ןֹואּגָ ְוהַ  יִניםַּדּיָ  תֹותּכָ 
 יםבִ תָ ּכְ ֶאת הַ  ףֹורׂשְ לִ  ַסקּפְ ְוָהָיה 

 ַלתּבָ קַ  ֶדםֹוֵאֵצל הקונ"ע ק ֶהםֶׁשּלָ 
  ףּסֵ ַהְמאַ  ׁש. ומו' ִאיָסר ֹראתַׁשּבָ 

 ֶדםֹוק תַׁשּבָ  ָנהֹוְבַמֲעָלה ֶעְלי ַיֲעֶלה
  ֵביתּו ֶנֶסתּכְ הַ  יתּבֵ  ְבָכלּוַעד,  ֵכןׁשֹו

 
3 “Sect” is a polemical term. Here they are likely referring to Frankist and Sabbatean messianic movements. 
4 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 64–65. 
5 A pun between the Yiddish name “Isser” and the Hebrew word issur, meaning “prohibition.” 
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as composed by the rabbinic court. And the shamash [synagogue 
administrator] will excommunicate them, and all who joined him. 

,  ָכאןּבְ ִמְנָין   םׁשּו�א ִיְהֶיה  ׁשְדרָ ּמִ הַ 
  ְבֵביתּו ֶנֶסתּכְ הַ  ֵביתּבְ ִיְהֶיה  לּכֹ ַרק הַ 

 ַסחּנּוהַ  ִפיּכְ  הּדֶ , ְוִיְתוַ לֹודּגָ הַ  ׁשְדרָ ּמִ הַ 
. ואח"כ ַיֲחִרים  יןּדִ  יתּבֵ ָיָצא מִ  רׁשֶ אֲ 
 ֵאָליו. ְלִויםּנִ ְוָכל הַ  ָתםֹוא ַׁשָּמׁשהַ 

 
7. Yehoshua Heschel Levine, Aliyot Eliyahu, 1856 6 
Renowned Torah scholar and Rosh Yeshiva at the Volozhin yeshiva (Lithuania and Belarus, 1812–1883). Aliyot 
Eliyahu was the first book written about the Vilna Gaon and is the source of much of what we know about him. 
 

All his virtues were the consequence of his diligence…He 
took upon himself never to sleep more than two hours in a 
single day….He never walked four cubits without [a book of] 
Torah and Tefilin, and never engaged in idle conversation….If 
one of his sons [who lived in other cities] came to visit him, 
he would greatly rejoice, not having seen him for a year or 
two, but he would not ask him about his material welfare. 
After he [the son] rested from his journey for an hour, he 
[Rabbi Elijah] would hasten him to return to his studies, and 
would say: “On the road, you were idle from study; you will 
make it up in my house.” 
Behold my brother, how great is the spiritual delight and 
sweetness of the God-fearing, who leave the ways of this 
world and its affairs to labor in the [study of] Torah and the 
commandments! 
There did not arise like him in his [explication of] Torah, in his 
numerous compositions on the written Torah, the Oral 
Torah, and the secrets of the Torah. He composed more than 
seventy volumes. 

  ַתְכִליתּבְ  ּואּבָ  ָלםֶׁשּכּו ְרֶאהּתִ 
ֹ ָיָמיו  לּכָ  ֹוַעל ַעְצמ לּבֵ ....ִקיתּוַהֲחִריצ   אֶׁשּל

  ֹודֹוָלֵעת....ֵמע ְמַעתּבִ   תֹועׁשָ ב'  ֵתרֹוי ןׁשָ ִלי
,  ְתִפיִליןּו ָרהֹות �אּבְ   תֹו�א ָהַל� ד' ָאמ

  אּבָ ...ְוִאם  ָמיוּיָ מִ  ֵטָלהּבְ   יָחהׂשִ  חׂשָ ְו�א 
יל ּדִ ִהגְ  יּכִ  םּגַ , ֹולּוְגבּבִ  ָניוּבָ ֶאָחד מִ 

  ֹוא ָנהׁשָ  ֹותֹו�א ָרָאה א יּכִ  ְמָחהׂשִ הַ 
ַעל ִעְנָין   ֹותֹוא ַאלׁשָ , ֶאֶפס �א ָנַתִייםׁשְ 
  ָעהׁשָ  רּויעׁשִ  ּכֹורְ ּדַ ָנח מִ  רׁשֶ , ְוַכאֲ ֹוְרָנָסתּפַ 

ֵסֶדר    עַ ּבֹוִלקְ  בׁשּו ּוַאַחת, ַמֵהר ְיַמֲהֶרנ
 ּתָ לְ ִּבּטַ , ֶר�ַּבּדֶ . ְוֹכה ָאַמר: ֹודּמּוִלי

א  ּו, ה�דְ ּמּוֵסֶדר ִלי רּויעׁשִ  ִליםׁשְ ִמְלהַ 
. ֵביִתיּבְ  םׁשּוּלָ יְ   
  ֶנגֹוָהע בּו, ָמה ַרב טיָטהּבִ ַאִחי ְוהַ  ◌ְֵאהר

  ְזִביםֹוַהְיֵרִאים ָהע תׁשֹוַנפְ ּבְ  תּוְוָהֲעֵרב
  ָרהַּבּתֹו לֹוֶוֱעָסֶקיָה ַלֲעמ הּזֶ הַ  ָלםֹוע ְרֵכיּדַ 
  יּבּוִריּבְ  ֹוָרתֹותּבְ  ּוהֹומּכָ ...�א ָקם תֹוְצוּמִ בַ ּו

  הּפֶ  ַעלֶׁשּבְ וְ  ְכָתב ֶׁשּבִ  ָרהַּבּתֹו ָריוּבּוִחי
 .ָרִכיםּכְ  ְבִעיםׁשִ מִ  ֵתרֹוי רּבֵ ִחי , תֹורּתָ סְ ּנִ בַ ּו

 
 

 
  

 
6 Vilna, 1871; accessible at: http://hebrewbooks.org/14220, 14, 15, 17, 25. 
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8. Rabbi Ya’akov Yosef of Polnoye, Toldot Ya’akov Yosef, 1780 7 
Disciple of Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov and author of the first published Hasidic book (Ukraine, 1710–1784). 

The purpose of the entire Torah and the mitzvot, the reason 
they were given, is in order that one can have the privilege of 
attaching oneself to God, may He be blessed, as it is written “to 
Him shall you hold fast” (Deuteronomy 10:20). But with the 
passing of the years, hearts have grown smaller, and people fail 
to understand this matter. Instead they make the Torah into a 
crown with which to aggrandize themselves (see Avot 4:5), and 
to glorify themselves….When one learns a single law, one 
glorifies oneself a bit, and when one learns more, one glorifies 
oneself more….Behold the Talmudic scholars who break their 
footsteps going from city to city [to study Talmud]….This 
explains the verse “Why do you break, and stray even further: 
(Isaiah 1:5). The more they break their footsteps to go to a 
yeshiva to study, the more they stray and distance themselves 
from God. 

  ּונּתְ , �א ִניְצֹותּמִ ְוהַ  ָרהּתֹוהַ  לּכָ  יתְכלִ ּתַ 
  ֹומּכְ , ַר�ּבָ ִית ּבֹו קּבַ ִלידְ  הּכֶ זְ ֶׁשּיִ  ֵדיּכְ  אּלָ אֶ 

" (דברים י,  קּבַ ִתדְ  ֹובּו: "בּותֶׁשּכָ 
  תֹוָבבּלְ הַ  ּוִנְתַמֲעט ִניםׁשָ הַ  תּבֹוְברַ ּוכ)....

 תׂשֹוע"ד הנ"ל, ַרק ַלעֲ  ילּכִ ׂשְ ְלהַ ּוְלָהִבין 
  ֶהםּבָ  לַּגּדֵ ֲעָטָרה ְלִהתְ  ָרהּתֹוֵמהַ 

ֲהָלָכה  ֵמדֶׁשּלֹוכְ ּו....ֶהםּבָ  ֵארּפָ ְלִהתְ ּו
 ֵתרֹוי ֵמדֶׁשּלֹוכְ ּוְמַעט,  ֵארּפָ ַאַחת ִמתְ 

ֲחָכִמים   ְלִמיֵדיּתַ הַ  הּנֵ ....ְוהִ ֵתרֹוי ֵארּפָ ִמתְ 
ַרְגֵליֶהם ֵליֵל� ֵמִעיר   ִתיןּתְ ַהְמכַ 

  דֹו[ע ֻּתּכּו:ַעל ַמה  ָבןּוי הּזֶ בַ ּוָלִעיר....
  ִתיןּתְ ְמכַ ׁשֶ ָסָרה] (ישעיה א, ה),  ּוִסיפֹות

 דֹו, עדֹוִלְלמ יָבהׁשִ יּבִ ֵליֵל�  םַרְגֵליהֶ 
ֵמה'  רּוָסָרה ְלִהְתַרֵחק ְוָלס ּוִסיפֹות
 . ַר�ּבָ ִית

 
 
9. Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady, Letter to a Supporter of Hasidism Living in the Anti-

Hasidic Community of Shklov, 1787 8 

Founder of Chabad Hasidism (Lithuania and Russia, 1745–1813). 
 

While I don’t know you, and have never seen you, I have 
heard about you—that the spirit of the Lord moves you, and 
that you did not join the laughers and mockers of those who 
wish to serve the Lord truly, with “service of the heart—that 
is prayer” (Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 2b). Their hands are 
uplifted with regard to Torah [study] and acts of kindness, 
and I truly wish this for them forever. But they transgressed 
teachings and violated laws by gathering together to issue a 
decree banning prayer different from their own—that one 
should pray in haste, without any movement or raising of the 
voice…. 
Those who say that prayer is [merely] a rabbinic 
commandment [i.e., not a commandment from the Torah] 

  ירּכִ ְו�א אַ  ּויהּתִ �א ְיַדעְ  יּכִ ַאף  הּנֵ הִ 
  חַ ּור רׁשֶ אֲ  יוּתִ ַמעְ ְׁש ֹאֶזן  ַמעׁשֵ , ַא� ּוֵאהַמרְ 

  דֹוסּבְ  דֹוַלֲעמ א ֶׁשּלֹ , ֹוב ְסָסהֹוה' נ
ֶאת   דֹוַלֲעב ֲחָפִציםּבַ   ְלִעיִגיםּמַ הַ  ֲחִקיםׂשַ מְ 

  הּלָ ִפיּתְ  ֹוז בֶׁשַּבּלֵ  ָדהֹוֲעבּבַ   ֱאֶמתּבֶ ה' 
 ָרהַּבּתֹוָיָדם ָרָמה   יּכִ (תענית ב, ע"ב). 

  ֱאֶמתּבֶ ֶזה ָלֶהם  ןּתֵ יִ   ִמיּוֲחָסִדים,  תּוְגִמילּו
  ּוָחְלפ תֹורּתֹו ּוָעְבר הּתָ . ַא� עַ ִמיםּיָ הַ  לּכָ 
  ַמדׁשְ  ֵזיַרתּגְ  רֹוַיַחד ָעַלי ִלְגז ִהָוְסָדםּבְ  קֹוח

  – ְווקאּדַ  ָתםֹומּכְ  לַּפּלֵ , ְלִהתְ הּלָ ִפיּתְ ַעל הַ 
.... לֹוַוֲהָרַמת ק ָעהּונּתְ  םׁשּו ִליּבְ   ןֹוזּפָ חִ ּבְ   

 
7 Jacob Joseph of Polnoyye, Toldot Ya’akov Yosef (Jerusalem: Agudat Bet Vielipoli, 1973), Vol. 1, 124. 
8 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 299–300. 
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have never seen light. For while the wording of the liturgy 
and its recitation three times a day are indeed rabbinic 
commandments, the matter of prayer is the foundation of 
the entire Torah. Namely, to know God, recognize His 
greatness and splendor…to love God, to attach oneself to 
Him, and to His Torah, and to desire His commandments. 
This objective is achieved in our times through the recitation 
of the morning Psalms, the Shema, and the blessings before 
it and after it—out loud, and with a voice that arouses 
intention of the heart….Anyone close to God, who has tasted 
the flavor of prayer a single time, will understand that 
without it, you cannot even begin to serve God truly, instead 
[your service] will be “a commandment of human beings, 
learned by rote” (Isaiah 29:13). 

  ּו�א ָרא ָנןּבָ רַ ּדְ מִ  הּלָ ִפיּתְ  ְמִריםֹו ָהא ◌ְַגםו
  ַסחֶׁשּנּוַאף  יּכִ ִמיֵמיֶהם.  תֹורֹוְמא

  אּוה םַּבּיֹו ָעִמיםּפְ ג'  ּהִמְנָינָ ּו הּלָ ִפיּתְ הַ 
  דֹוְיס אּוה ָתהּוַמה ּהִעְנָינָ  רּקָ , ִעיָנןּבָ רַ ּדְ מִ 
  ֹותּוְדלּגַ  ירּכִ , ָלַדַעת ֶאת ה' ְלהַ ָרהּתֹוהַ  לּכָ 

 ּבֹו ְלָדְבָקהּו...ְלַאֲהָבה ֶאת ה' ּתֹוְוִתְפַארְ 
  רׁשֶ , אֲ ָתיוֹוִמְצוּבְ   דֹוְמא ץּפֹוְוַלחְ  ֹוָרתֹוְבתּו
ַעל ְיֵדי   הּזֶ הְ  ַמןַּבּזְ  ּוָלנ הׂשָ ִעְנָין ֶזה ַנעֲ  לּכָ 

ְקִריַאת  תֹוִבְרכּוְדִזְמָרא,  ֵקיּוסּפְ ֲאִמיַרת 
 לֹוְבקּוָמֵלא  ֶפהּבְ  ְלַאֲחֶריהָ ּו, ְלָפֶניָה מעׁשְ 

ֶאל ה'  בֹורּקָ הַ  לּכָ ....בּלֵ הַ  ָווָנתּכַ  ֵררֹוְמע
ַאַחת, ָיִבין   ַעםּפַ  ִפיָלהַּבּתְ  ַטַעםְוָטַעם 

  ֹוֶאת ָיד  ׁש�א ָיִרים ִאי ּהְלָעדָ ּבִ  יּכִ  ילְׂשּכִ ְויַ 
ִעם ִמְצַות   יּכִ , ֱאֶמתּבֶ ה'  דֹוַלֲעב ֹוְוֶאת ַרְגל

 (ישעיה כט, יג).   ָדהּוּמָ ְמל יםׁשִ ֲאנָ 
 

10. Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin, Nefesh Ha-Hayyim, Introduction to Gate 4, Chapters 2, 4, 6 9 
Prime disciple of the Vilna Gaon and founder of the Volozhin yeshiva (Belarus, 1749–1821). 
 

A person’s worshiping God with a pure heart can lead him 
to arrogance. He will look down at someone who does 
not pray with pure thoughts, who keeps all the 
commandments written in God’s Torah, but without 
deveikut. All the more so, if such a person sees someone 
studying Torah, and thinks that he is not learning for its 
own sake, he will sneer at him. Such an attitude is a grave 
sin. For truly…anyone who performs mitzvot as God 
commanded us in the Written and Oral Torah, even 
without deveikut, is called a servant of God, and is 
beloved by Him. 
The person who studies God’s Torah, not for its own 
sake—although he has not reached the highest level, 
should not be disdained, even in one’s heart. On the 
contrary, every Jew should show him respect….Even a 
person whose Torah study is not for its own sake, but for 
some ulterior motive, will be rewarded by God. As long as 
it is not done for the sake of strife, about which our Sages 
said “It would have been better had his placenta 

,  בַּבּלֵ  תּואׂשְ ָלָאָדם ַהִהְתנַ  םֹוִלְגר ַכלּתּו םּגַ 
  בּלֵ הַ  ָטָהַרתּבְ ית'  ֹותֹוא ֵבדֹוע אּוה רׁשֶ ֵמאֲ 
ְרֶאה ִמי ָוִמי  יִ ִאם  םֹולׁשָ ַחס וְ  ֵעיָניוּבְ  לּקֵ יׂשִ 
 ָבהׁשָ ַמחֲ ּבְ לו' ית'  ֹוָדתֹוִעְנָיֵני ֲעב ֵאיןׁשֶ 

ה'  ַרתֹותּבְ  בּות ּכָ הַ  ָכלּכְ  יםּיֵ ְמקַ ּו, ָרהֹוְטה
  ׁשֵאיֶזה ִאי ְרֶאהְּכֶׁשּיִ  ןֶׁשּכֵ . ְוָכל תּוֵביקּדְ  �אּבְ 
  א ֶׁשּלֹ  אּוהׁשֶ ָעָליו  ֵנןּבֹוה' ְוִיתְ  ַרתֹותּבְ  ֵסקֹוע
.  םֹולׁשָ ַחס וְ  דֹוְמא ֵעיָניוּבְ  הַּבּזֶ , ִיתְ ּהמָ ׁשְ לִ 

  יּכִ . ּויֵלנּצִ ָהַרֲחָמן יַ  יִלילִ ּפְ ִעְנָין  אּוְוה
  רׁשֶ אֲ  ָכלּכְ ִמְצַות ה'  יםּיֵ ַהְמקַ  לּכָ ...ֱאֶמתּבֶ 

  הּפֶ ְבַעל ּו ְכָתבֶׁשּבִ  הֹוׁשָ ַהְקד ּוָרֵתנֹותּבְ  ּוִציָונ
ֱא�ִהים,   ֵבדֹוע ןּכֵ ִנְקָרא ַגם  תּוֵביקּדְ  �אּבְ ַאף 
 . ַר�ּבָ ְלָפָניו ִיתְ  בּוְוָאה

  אֶׁשּלֹ  ּוה' ֲאִפיל ַרתֹותּבְ  ֵסקֹוְוֵכן ָהָאָדם ָהע
  ְדֵרָגהַּבּמַ   ֹוֲעַדִיין ֵאינ איּדַ וַ  יּכִ , ִאם ּהמָ ׁשְ לִ 
ָהֲאִמיִתית, ָאְמָנם ֲחִליָלה ַוֲחִליָלה  ָההֹובּגְ הַ 

  ׁשִאי לּכָ  אּבָ , ְוַאְדרַ בַּבּלֵ   ּוֲאִפיל ֹותּזֹוְלבַ 

 
9 Reprint of Vilna 1874 edition (accessible at: http://hebrewbooks.org/14565), 85–88, 90. 
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strangled him and he had not been born” [Talmud 
Yerushalmi 8a; Rashi on Berachot 17a]… 
God gives him [a person who studies Torah for an ulterior 
motive] his just reward for the study of Torah is precious 
in the eyes of the Lord, more precious than all the 
commandments, [even if] performed for their own sake 
with holiness and pure thoughts….For it is an explicit 
mishnah: “and the study of Torah is equal to all of them” 
(Peah 1:1)…. 
Be cautious and do not let the evil temptation beguile you 
by telling you, “The main thing is to occupy yourself at all 
times with purifying your thoughts.”…Evil temptation tells 
you “Torah and mitzvot without deveikut, attachment to 
God, is worthless.”…It will make you believe that a prayer 
or mitzvah done with great devotion, holiness and 
purity—even after its set time has passed—is more 
precious [to God] than a mitzvah performed at the proper 
time without devotion….You will end up considering it 
permitted to disregard the time of a prayer or 
mitzvah….This is no different that someone blowing the 
shofar with profound devotion on the first night of 
Passover instead of eating the prescribed amount of 
matzah, and eating the prescribed amount of matzah on 
Rosh Hashanah!...Then, what will be with the Torah? 
The essential part of every mitzvah is its performance. 
Purity of thought is something one adds to the 
performance. It enhances the mitzvah but is not an 
indispensable condition….God forbid that we should 
reject a single detail of performing a mitzvah, even the 
fine point of a rabbinic enactment, let alone change the 
time of a mitzvah, because of the absence of pure 
thoughts. And anyone who increases his stringent 
performance of mitzvot, behold he is praiseworthy. 

....ֲהֵרי דֹובּכָ  ּבֹו  םּגַ  גֹוִלְנה ָיב ּוְמח ָרֵאלׂשְ יִ 
  אֶׁשּלֹ  ַר�ּבָ תְ יִ  ֹוָרתֹותּבְ  ֹוִעְסקׁשֶ  םָהָאדָ  ּוֲאִפיל

  ִנָיהּפְ   ֹוֵאיז ִבילִּבְׁש  אּלָ , אֶ יּוָראּכָ  ּהמָ ׁשְ לִ 
  רׁשֶ ח"ו, אֲ  רּוְלִקנט ֹוַרק ִאם ֵאינ — ּהְלַגְרֵמי

ַעל   ֹוְלָייתׁשִ  ָהֵפ�ֶׁשּתֵ  חַ ֹורז"ל נ ּוָעָליו ָאְמר
(ירושלימי ברכות ח ע"א, רשי על    ָניוּפָ 

 ברכות יז ע"א)... 
ֲהֵרי  ֹול יעַ ֶׁשַּמּגִ  בֹוט ָכרׂשָ  ֹול ֵבעַ ֹוהקב"ה ק

  ֵתרֹו, יַר�ּבָ ִיתְ  ֵעיָניוּבְ  דֹוָיָקר ְמא ֹוָרתּתֹוֵעֶסק 
ְוָטָהַרת   הּוׁשָ ְקדּבִ  ּהמָ ׁשְ לִ  תֹוְצוּמִ הַ  לּכָ מְ 
  ּוִנינׁשָ  ֵליָמהׁשְ  ָנהׁשְ מִ  ֲהֵריׁש...ָבהׁשָ חֲ ּמַ הַ 

 (פאה א, א)...  ".ְלםּכּו ֶנֶגדּכְ  ָרהּתֹו דֹו"ְוַתְלמ
ִיְצְר�   יֲא�ׁשִ יַ  ַאלׁשֶ , דֹוְמא � ׁשְ ַנפְ  ֵהרּזָ ְלֹזאת הִ 
  קּוַא� ָעס ֵהאֶׁשּתְ  ְרֶאהּתִ  לּכֹ הַ  רּקָ ִעיׁשֶ ֵלאֹמר, 

  לֶׁשּכָ ....ֹיאַמר ְל� ֹבֶתי�ׁשְ ָיֶמי� ְלַטֵהר ַמחְ  לּכָ 
  הּנָ ֵאינֶ  תּוֵביקּדְ  �אֶׁשּבְ  ְצוהּמִ ְוהַ  ָרהּתֹוהַ 
  ֹוא הּלָ ִפיּתְ  לֶׁשּכָ  ִניםּפָ ... ְוַירֶאה ְל� םּולּכְ 
 הּוׁשָ ְקדּבִ   ָמהּוֲעצ ַכָווָנהּבְ  יתׂשֵ עֲ ֶׁשּנַ  ְצָוהמִ 

ֹ ְוָטָהָרה ַאף  , ֲהֵרי ִהיא ְיָקָרה ָּנּהְזמַ ּבִ  אֶׁשּל
.... ַעד  ַכָווָנהּבְ  אֶׁשּלֹ , ָּנּהְזמַ ּבִ  ְצוהּמִ הַ  םִּקּיּומִ 

  ֵעדֹוְלַהֲעִביר מ ֵהיֶתרּכְ ְיֵהא ְל�  יָלאֶׁשִּמּמֵ 
ֶזה   יןּבֵ  ָתאּו...ְוִכי ַמאי ַנְפקְצוהּמִ והַ  הּלָ ִפיּתְ הַ 

 ָמהּוֲעצ ַכָווָנהּבְ  ָפרׁשֹו ֵקעַ ּתֹו ָהָיהׁשֶ ְלִמי 
ִמְצַות   םֹוְמקּבִ ,  ַסחּפֶ  לׁשֶ  ןׁשֹוִרא ֵלילּבְ 

 הּצָ מַ  ַזִיתּכַ הַ  ֵכלֹו, ְואהּצָ מַ  ַזִיתּכַ ֲאִכיַלת 
 ? ָרהּתֹולַ  םֹוָמק הּיֵ ....ְואַ ָנהׁשָ הַ  ׁשֹראּבְ 

.  הׂשֶ עֲ ּמַ ֵחֶלק הַ  אּוה תֹוְצוּמִ הַ  ָכלּבְ  רּקָ ָהִעי
ִמְצַטֶרֶפת   אּלָ אֶ  ּהֵאינָ  ָבהׁשָ חְ ּמַ ָטָהַרת הַ 

....ֲחִליָלה ָבאּכּוְו�א ִלִעי הוָ צְ ּמִ , ְולִ הׂשֶ עֲ ּמַ לַ 
  ָרֵטיּפְ מִ  ָרטּפְ  םׁשּו תֹוִלְדח ּוֲוֲחִליָלה ָלנ

  ְפִריםֹוס ְבֵריּדִ ֶאָחד מִ  קּדּויקְ ּדִ , ַאף הׂשֶ עֲ ּמַ הַ 
  ִבילִּבְׁש  םֹולׁשָ ַחס וְ  ָּנּהְזמַ  תַׁשּנֹולְ  ןֶׁשּכֵ  לּכָ וְ 

 הּבֶ רְ ּמַ , ְוָכל הַ ָבהׁשָ חְ ּמַ ְמִניַעת ָטָהַרת הַ 
 .חׁשּוּבָ ֲהֵרי ֶזה מְ  יוׂשָ ַמעֲ ּבְ  קּדֵ ְלַדקְ 
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