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1. Rabbi Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov1:169, on D veikut

Also known as the Besht; founder of Hasidism (Poland, c. 1700-1760). Keter Shem Tov is a collection of his
interpretations of the Torah published in 1794.
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2. Rabbi lsrael Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov1:96, on Torah Lishmah

The main point of studying Torah is to attach (yidbak) oneself to nN p;T’Q) RIN n"!in PU}J "IQ’V\’?
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3. Rabbilsrael Ba’al Shem Tov, Keter Shem Tov1:229, on Simhah
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4. Shivhei HaBesht, compiled by Dov Ber of Linits, 1815’

The classic compilation of stories and legends about the Ba aal Shem Tov, told by various rabbis, preachers,
ritual slaughterers and teachers. Modern scholars struggle to separate out the historical and
fantastic/miraculous strands of the stories.
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place...During the voiced eighteen benedictions [i.e., the

5. Ban of the Hasidic Movement in Vilna, 1772 2
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Hasidim. In every city they form an association of those
who leave the [established] synagogues and houses of
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L In Praise of the Ba’al Shem Tov, ed. and trans. Dan Ben Amos and Jerome M. Mintz (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1972), 50-51.
2 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 62—63.



Now please listen, brothers; take to heart and see the
consequences of this sect...Aren’t the earlier troubles we
had from such sects enough? 3 Now a new one has sprung
forth, “a stock sprouting poison weed and wormwood”
(Deut. 29:17)....
should gird his loins like a man, and turn their evil intention

Whoever hears and sees these words

against them, to fight them off and pursue them, as much
as Jews have the ability. And from there we must disperse
them so that they not gather in a minyan.
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6. The First Persecution of Hasidim in Vilna, 1772 4
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And when letters came from Shklov to us, the holy community of
Vilna, the Gaon [Rabbi Elijah, the Vilna Gaon (1720-1797)]
declared: “The holy community of Shklov is right. This clan, they
are heretics. They should be thrown into a pit and not lifted out of
it” [Babylonian Talmud, Avodah Zarah 26b].

And the main organizer of this sect [in Vilna] was one named Isser,
who is like his name, ®> and the second was one named Hayyim,
who was the preacher of the community....This Hayyim said of the
Vilna Gaon: “He is false, his Torah is false and his faith is false....

[In response,] there was a ruling to expel and disperse the minyan
of the Karliner Hasidim...Hayyim was fired from his position as
preacher. He was excommunicated for a thirty-day term. And
Hayyim left the city.... Afterwards, the communal elders convened,
with two sets of rabbinic judges and the communal rabbi. They
ruled to burn their writings, near the manacles [in the great
synagogue] before the beginning of Kabbalat Shabbat services.
And [they ruled] that Isser, their main organizer, should go up to
the top step [in front of the ark in the great synagogue], before
Shokhein Ad [the beginning of the Shabbat Shaharit service], and
no minyan will gather in any other synagogue except for the great
synagogue [on that Shabbat]. There, he will recite the confession

IRD ARYPYN DANIN IRV
JIRIN IR TR RN VITP 507
:wa D"5 oY PN : '7”:1

nnn '7"31 nNAaYNNY IYR2
pbvn X9) PTIIm ,POTipaR
na7 7IN21.[2% 13 191 ATay]
1M IURID QERND YR 717D 5N
10 290 YD LINY YRTIPA MOR
0¥ 1N DYN....JRIT T30 ,07N
iNTIN) PV RINY "N 1iRIN Yy
PO M. IPY INPINR) IPY
'w IND NY wm'n vH 921

R O»N "M PYRD)... APYIRD
noYTI SR DN 1M .NITIND
DN "1 iNxY YY N1

NY DY) DTN 1Y INR)L.DD)
77 12 AR JIRID) D217 NiND
D2N27 NR qi79Y s NN
nb:v DTip Y"NIpn bxn mbv
qORND WRI DR 1) .NAY
D7ip NaY wwbv wbvm -1'71”
Y21 NI M2 Y22 ,TY 1Y

3 “Sect” is a polemical term. Here they are likely referring to Frankist and Sabbatean messianic movements.
4In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 64—65.
5 A pun between the Yiddish name “Isser” and the Hebrew word issur, meaning “prohibition.”



as composed by the rabbinic court. And the shamash [synagogue ,IR22 1IN DY Ak NY VRN
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7. Yehoshua Heschel Levine, Aliyot Eliyahu, 1856 °

Renowned Torah scholar and Rosh Yeshiva at the Volozhin yeshiva (Lithuania and Belarus, 1812-1883). Aliyot

Eliyahu was the first book written about the Vilna Gaon and is the source of much of what we know about him.
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one of his sons [who lived in other cities] came to visit him,
he would greatly rejoice, not having seen him for a year or

two, but he would not ask him about his material welfare. '7"I'Jﬂ I D) ,i'?ﬂl;ﬂ 112N TUN
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make it up in my house.”
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Behold my brother, how great is the spiritual delight and
sweetness of the God-fearing, who leave the ways of this
world and its affairs to labor in the [study of] Torah and the

commandments! o3 D‘?W)’
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6Vilna, 1871; accessible at: http://hebrewbooks.org/14220, 14, 15, 17, 25.
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8. Rabbi Ya'akov Yosef of Polnoye, Toldot Ya akov Yosef, 17807

Disciple of Rabbi Israel Ba al Shem Tov and author of the first published Hasidic book (Ukraine, 1710-1784).

The purpose of the entire Torah and the mitzvot, the reason
they were given, is in order that one can have the privilege of
attaching oneself to God, may He be blessed, as it is written “to
Him shall you hold fast” (Deuteronomy 10:20). But with the
passing of the years, hearts have grown smaller, and people fail
to understand this matter. Instead they make the Torah into a
crown with which to aggrandize themselves (see Avot 4:5), and
to glorify themselves....When one learns a single law, one
glorifies oneself a bit, and when one learns more, one glorifies
oneself more....Behold the Talmudic scholars who break their
footsteps going from city to city [to study Talmud]....This
explains the verse “Why do you break, and stray even further:
(Isaiah 1:5). The more they break their footsteps to go to a
yeshiva to study, the more they stray and distance themselves
from God.

1M RY NIYNN N7iRD 92 Yon
02,7721 12 PATY NINY 77D RO
;) DI27) "paTn 1213” :2IN2Y
Ni1a%n oYHnm DIYH Nia....0
nivY? P71 ,9"0 1Y 9290 Pan?
D2 YTINN? 1YY NINDR

N290 TRIYYIN....0N2 IRANN
NI TRIDYII 0PN IRANN NNR
00N MTPRYRN MIN... NP IRANN
YN 7272 DN PIRIND

TiY1 190 NN SY: 129 NIAL.LYY
PININY (N ,R 1YY) [17D 19°0iN
TiY ,TIN97 NY1 7202 DRIN
‘NN MO PIINN? NP 190N
-1am

9. Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liady, Letter to a Supporter of Hasidism Living in the Anti-

Hasidic Community of Shklov, 1787 &

Founder of Chabad Hasidism (Lithuania and Russia, 1745-1813).

While | don’t know you, and have never seen you, | have
heard about you—that the spirit of the Lord moves you, and
that you did not join the laughers and mockers of those who
wish to serve the Lord truly, with “service of the heart—that
is prayer” (Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit 2b). Their hands are
uplifted with regard to Torah [study] and acts of kindness,
and | truly wish this for them forever. But they transgressed
teachings and violated laws by gathering together to issue a
decree banning prayer different from their own—that one
should pray in haste, without any movement or raising of the
voice....

Those who say that prayer is [merely] a rabbinic
commandment [i.e., not a commandment from the Torah]
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7 Jacob Joseph of Polnoyye, Toldot Ya’akov Yosef (Jerusalem: Agudat Bet Vielipoli, 1973), Vol. 1, 124.
8 In Mordechai Vilensky, Hasidim u-Mitnagdim (Jerusalem: Mossad Bialik, 1970), 299-300.



have never seen light. For while the wording of the liturgy IR N9 1327719 ﬂ?’ﬂn DMINIRD DI
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greatness and splendor...to love God, to attach oneself to
Him, and to His Torah, and to desire His commandments.

This objective is achieved in our times through the recitation 2 ng:r,r‘n N ﬂN n;lnb_z‘71n1>_zgn1
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10. Rabbi Hayyim of Volozhin, Nefesh Ha-Hayyim, Introduction to Gate 4, Chapters 2, 4, 6 °

Prime disciple of the Vilna Gaon and founder of the Volozhin yeshiva (Belarus, 1749-1821).
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The person who studies God’s Torah, not for its own
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should not be disdained, even in one’s heart. On the
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9 Reprint of Vilna 1874 edition (accessible at: http://hebrewbooks.org/14565), 85-88, 90.



strangled him and he had not been born” [Talmud
Yerushalmi 8a; Rashi on Berachot 17a]...

God gives him [a person who studies Torah for an ulterior
motive] his just reward for the study of Torah is precious
in the eyes of the Lord, more precious than all the
commandments, [even if] performed for their own sake
with holiness and pure thoughts....For it is an explicit
mishnah: “and the study of Torah is equal to all of them”
(Peah 1:1)....

Be cautious and do not let the evil temptation beguile you
by telling you, “The main thing is to occupy yourself at all
times with purifying your thoughts.”...Evil temptation tells
you “Torah and mitzvot without deveikut, attachment to
God, is worthless.”...It will make you believe that a prayer
or mitzvah done with great devotion, holiness and
purity—even after its set time has passed—is more
precious [to God] than a mitzvah performed at the proper
time without devotion....You will end up considering it
permitted to disregard the time of a prayer or
mitzvah....This is no different that someone blowing the
shofar with profound devotion on the first night of
Passover instead of eating the prescribed amount of
matzah, and eating the prescribed amount of matzah on
Rosh Hashanah!...Then, what will be with the Torah?

The essential part of every mitzvah is its performance.
Purity of thought is something one adds to the
performance. It enhances the mitzvah but is not an
indispensable condition....God forbid that we should
reject a single detail of performing a mitzvah, even the
fine point of a rabbinic enactment, let alone change the
time of a mitzvah, because of the absence of pure
thoughts. And anyone who increases his stringent
performance of mitzvot, behold he is praiseworthy.
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