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Talmud Yevamot 47a-b
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§ The Sages taught in a baraita: With regard to a potential convert who comes to a
court in order to convert, at the present time, the judges of the court say to him: What
did you see that you to come to convert? Don’t you know that the Jewish people at
the present time are anguished, suppressed, despised, and harassed, and hardships
are visited upon them? If he says: | know, and | am unworthy, then the court accepts
him immediately.
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And the judges of the court inform him of some of the lenient mitzvot and some of the
stringent mitzvot, and they inform him of the sin of neglecting the mitzva to allow the
poor to take gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and produce in the corner of one’s field, and
about the poor man’s tithe. And they inform him of the punishment for transgressing
the mitzvot: They say to him: Be aware that before you came to this status and
converted, had you eaten forbidden fat, you would not be punished by karet, and had
you profaned Shabbat, you would not be punished by stoning. But now, if you have
eaten forbidden fat you are punished by karet, and if you have profaned Shabbat, you
are punished by stoning.
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And just as they inform him about the punishment for transgressing the mitzvot, so
too, they inform him about the reward granted for fulfilling them. They say to him: Be
aware that the World-to-Come is made only for the righteous, and be aware that the
Jewish people, at the present time, are unable to receive their full reward in this world;
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They are not able to receive either an abundance of good nor an abundance of
calamities. And they do not overwhelm him with threats, and they are not exacting
with him about the details of the mitzvot.
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If he accepts upon himself all of these, then they circumcise him immediately... When
he is healed from the circumcision, they immerse him immediately, and two Torah
scholars stand over him at the time of his immersion and inform him of some of the
lenient mitzvot and some of the stringent mitzvot. Once he has immersed and
emerged, he is like a born Jew in every sense.
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The Master said in the baraita: With regard to a potential convert who comes to a
court in order to convert, the judges of the court say to him: What did you see that
motivated you to come to convert? And they inform him of some of the lenient
mitzvot and some of the stringent mitzvot. What is the reason to say this to him? It is
so that if he is going to withdraw from the conversion process, let him withdraw
already at this stage. As Rabbi Helbo said: Converts are as harmful to the Jewish
people as a scab [sappahat], as it is written: “And the convert shall join himself with
them, and they shall cleave [venispehu] to the house of Jacob” (Isaiah 14:1).
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The baraita continues: And they inform him of the sin of neglecting the mitzva to allow
the poor to take gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and produce in the corner of one’s field,
and about the poor man’s tithe. The Gemara asks: What is the reason? Rabbi Hiyya bar
Abba said that Rabbi Yohanan said: Because a gentile is executed even on account of
stealing less than the value of a peruta, and an item that a gentile steals is not subject
to being returned.
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And they inform him of the sin of neglecting the mitzva to allow the poor to take
gleanings, forgotten sheaves, and produce in the corner of one’s field. And they do not
overwhelm him with threats, and they are not exacting with him about the details of
the mitzvot. Rabbi Elazar said: What is the verse from which this ruling is derived? As it
is written: “And when she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, she left
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off speaking with her” (Ruth 1:18). [When Naomi set out to return to Eretz Yisrael, Ruth
insisted on joining her. The Gemara understands this to mean that Ruth wished to
convert. Naomi attempted to dissuade her, but Ruth persisted. The verse states that once
Naomi saw Ruth’s resolve to convert, she desisted from her attempts to dissuade her.
The Gemara infers from here that the same approach should be taken by a court in all
cases of conversion.]

['NwN X7 nixn Mnw 0'n: TN NI Ym g

The baraita continues: If he accepts upon himself all of these ramifications, then they
circumcise him immediately. The Gemara asks: What is the reason to act immediately?
It is that we do not delay the performance of a mitzva.

“Converts are as harmful to the Jewish people as a scab [sappahat]”
Tosafot, Yevamot 47b

1. Because converts are not expert in the commandments and Jews learn from
them.

2. Because all of Israel are responsible for one another.

3. Because they mix together [in marriage], and the Shekhinah dwells only among
families with pure descent.

4. Because Israel was greatly warned with respect to [oppression of] converts, and it
is impossible to be sufficiently careful in this.

Tosafot, Qiddushin 70b-71a

1. Because they are not expert in the commandments and they bring troubles.

Because on account converts [= to attract converts] Israel is in exile.

3. R. Avraham the convert offers this interpretation: because converts are expert in
the mitzvot, and more punctilious, reminding God (by comparison) of Israel’s
sins.
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