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For Rashi, then, the journey alluded to by our verse resembles the 
physical journey of Abraham. This journey of the mind and soul entails 
the same investment of self and departure from routine. One sacrifices 
time and other activities to become worthy of the blessing of learning. 
Mere obedience to the commandments is inadequate; one must invest 
oneself in discovering their deeper essence. The process of learning 
then becomes an indispensable part of observance. Precisely through 
learning Torah, one leaves the familiar and becomes challenged in ways 
previously not conceived of. It is no wonder that Judaism refers to its 
system of law as halakhah—“the way” or “path.” Through physical and 
spiritual journeys, we become worthy not only of God’s blessing but also 
God’s closeness. 

The Hebrew word lalekhet, “to walk” or “to embark on a journey,” 
becomes a motif of the parashah. As a consequence of walking in God’s 
ways, we are given a powerful promise by God: “I will walk about in your 
midst” (Lev. 26:12). Rashi explains that God’s presence will be felt so 
strongly that it will be as if God is literally dwelling among us. 
Responding to the human willingness to embark on a journey, God 
promises to take action. In the third appearance of walking in our 
parashah, God declares, “I made you walk upright” (Lev. 26:13). Here, 
lalekhet refers to God’s freeing the Israelites from Egypt and guiding 
them on a path to Torah and the Land of Israel. For it is God-given 
freedom—along with Torah—that allows one to walk upright. But how 
do we walk together with God? 

A fascinating midrash weaves together our walking and God’s walking:       

Rav Hama, son of Rav Hanina, said: “After the Lord your God 
shall you walk” [Deut. 13:5]. But is it possible to walk right 
behind the Presence?! . . .  What the verse means is that you 
are to follow the ways of the Holy One. He clothed the naked: 
“The Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of 
skin and clothed them” [Gen. 3:21]. So should you clothe the 
naked. The Holy One visited the sick: “The Lord appeared 
unto him in the terebinths of Mamre” [Gen. 18:1]. So should 
you visit the sick. The Holy One buried the dead: “He buried 

Moses in the valley” [Deut. 34:6]. So should you bury the dead. 
The Holy One comforted mourners: “And it came to pass after 
the death of Abraham that God bestowed blessing upon Isaac 
his son” [Gen. 25:11]. So should you comfort mourners. (BT 
Sotah 14a) 

This midrash gives us beautiful insight into what it truly means to walk in 
the way of God. Observing mitzvot such as clothing the naked, visiting 
the sick, burying the dead, comforting mourners, and learning Torah are 
some of the opportunities we are given to walk in God’s ways. Yet, just as 
God gives us the ability to draw near through God’s ways (halakhah), our 
acts of lovingkindness have the ability to draw God into our midst.  

As we approach Shavuot, one can think of no better heroine for 
undertaking such a journey than the character of Ruth. Ruth declares to 
her distraught mother-in-law, Naomi, “For wherever you go, I will go [ki el 
asher tilkhi elekh]” (Ruth 1:16). Ruth’s absolute selflessness and loyalty in 
the path she chooses are reflected by the passion and awareness 
underlying these words. Her declaration is personal, in the singular first 
person, I will go.  

Such is the challenge of Parashat Behukkotai. Like Ruth, we must be 
willing to embrace the halakhah, the way that God sets before us—
following God and walking with God. And may each of us, like Ruth, have 
the power to declare, “I will go,” and to begin our journey. 
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