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Topics in Talmud: Bar Mitzvah
Professor David Kraemer

1) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sukkah 42a
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Our rabbis taught, A minor who knows how to
shake [the Lulav] is subject to the obligation of
the Lulav; [if he knows how] to wrap himself [with
the Tallit] he is subject to the obligation of Tzitzit;
[if he knows how] to look after Tefillin, his father
must acquire Tefillin for him; if he is able to
speak, his father must teach him Torah and the
reading of the Shema’.

2) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Megillah 23a
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Our rabbis taught: All are qualified to be
among the seven [who read], even a minor
and a woman, only the Sages said that a
woman should not read in the Torah out of
respect for the congregation.

3) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Bava Batra 21a
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Rav Yehuda has told us in the name of Rav:
Verily the name of that man is to be blessed, to
wit Yehoshua ben Gamla, for but for him the
Torah would have been forgotten from Israel.
For at first if a child had a father, his father
taught him, and if he had no father he did not
learn at all. By what [verse of the Scripture] did
they guide themselves? — By the verse, And
ye shall teach them to your children. laying the
emphasis on the word 'ye'. They then made an
ordinance that teachers of children should be
appointed in Jerusalem. By what verse did
they guide themselves? — By the verse, For
from Zion shall the Torah go forth. Even so,
however, if a child had a father, the father
would take him up to Jerusalem and have him
taught there, and if not, he would not go up to
learn there. They therefore ordained that
teachers should be appointed In each
prefecture, and that boys should enter school
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4) Mishnah Niddah 5:6
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5) Mishnah Niddah 5:7
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at the age of sixteen or seventeen.[They did
so] and if the teacher punished them they used
to rebel and leave the school. At length
Yehoshua ben Gamala came and ordained that
teachers of young children should be
appointed in each district and each town. and
that children should enter school at the age of
six or seven.

A girl who is 11 years old and one day, the
validity of her vows are checked, a girl who is
12 years old and one day, her vows are valid,
but her vows are still checked throughout her
12th year. Rav, a boy who is 12 and one day,
his vows are checked, a boy who is 13 and
one day, his vows are valid but his vows are
checked throughout his 13th yeaRav Before
this time, even if they say they know for what
they are vowing and to whom they are
dedicating, their vows are not valid and their
dedications are not dedicated. After this time,
even if they say they do not know for what they
are vowing and whose name they are evoking,
their vows are valid and their dedications are
dedicated.

They sages used figurative terms for the
stages of womanhood: an undeveloped fig, a
ripening fig, and a ripe fig. An undeveloped fig
is means she is still a child. A ripening fig,
these are the days of her maiden hood. At
these stages her father possesses what she
finds and what she makes with her hands and
is responsible for the annulment of her vows. A
ripe fig, this when she is mature, and her
father does not have authority over Rav
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Niddah 45b
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It was asked: Is the intervening period
regarded as that of under, or of over age? — In
respect of what law could this matter: If in that
of vows, it is neither regarded as that of
underage nor as that of over age?Rather in
respect of punishments. Now what is the
ruling? — Both Rav and Rav Hanina replied:
The intervening period is regarded as that of
under age. Both Rav Yochanan and Rav
Yoshua ben Levi replied: The intervening
period is regarded as that of over age. Said
Rav Nachman ben Isaac: Your mnemonic is:
Now this was the custom in former time in
Israel. Rav Hamnuna raised an objection:
SUBSEQUENT TO THIS AGE, EVEN
THOUGH THEY SAID, WE DO NOT KNOW IN
HONOUR OF WHOSE NAME WE HAVE
MADE OUR VOW' OR 'IN HONOUR OF
WHOSE NAME WE HAVE MADE OUR
DEDICATION' THEIR VOW IS A VALID VOW
AND THEIR DEDICATION IS A VALID
DEDICATION.

Thus it follows, does it not, that the intervening
period is regarded as that of under age? Said
Raba to him, Read then the first clause:
PRIOR TO THIS AGE, EVEN THOUGH THEY
SAID, 'WE KNEW IN HONOUR OF WHOSE
NAME WE HAVE MADE OUR VOW' OR''IN
HONOUR OF WHOSE NAME WE HAVE
MADE OUR DEDICATION', THEIR VOW IS
NO VALID VOW AND THEIR DEDICATION IS
NO VALID DEDICATION.

Thus it follows, does it not, that the intervening
period is regarded as that of over age? — This,
however, is no argument, Raba having labored
under a misapprehension. He thought that Rav
Hamnuna drew his inference from a Mishnah
redundancy, [hence he argued that] instead of
drawing an inference from the final clause he
might as well have drawn one from the first
clause; but this was not the case. Rav
Hamnuna in fact drew his inference from the
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Yoma 82a
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very wording of our Mishnah. How [he
reasoned] is one to understand the expression
of 'SUBSEQUENT TO THAT AGE'? If by that
time one had not yet grown two hairs, one
would, surely, still be a minoRav Consequently
it must refer to one who had grown two hairs,
the reason for the ruling being that one was
over age, when all requirements were satisfied.

MISHNAH: ONE SHOULD NOT AFFLICT
CHILDREN AT ALL ON THE DAY OF
ATONEMENT. BUT ONE TRAINS THEM A
YEAR OR TWO BEFORE IN ORDER THAT
THEY BECOME USED TO RELIGIOUS
OBSERVANCES.

GEMARA: Since [the Mishnah has taught
already that] two years before [their attaining
majority] they must be trained, is it necessary
to state that one must do so a year before that
time? Rav Hisda said: This is no difficulty: the
one refers to a healthy child, the other to a
sickly one. Rav Huna said: At the age of eight
and nine years one trains them by hours, at the
age of ten and eleven they must fast to the end
of the day, by Ravnic ordinance. At the age of
twelve they must fast to the end of the day by
Biblical law, [all this] referring to girls. Rav
Nachman said: At the age of nine and ten one
trains them by hours, at the age of eleven and
twelve they must fast to the end of the day by
Ravnic ordinance, at the age of thirteen they
must fast to the end of the day by Biblical law,
[all this] referring to boys. Rav Yochanan said:
There is no rabbinic ordinance about the
obligation of children to fast to the end of the
day. But, at the age of ten and eleven one
trains them by hours, at the age of twelve they
must fast to the end of the day by Biblical law.
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We learned: ONE SHOULD NOT AFFLICT
THE CHILDREN AT ALL ON THE DAY OF
ATONEMENT, BUT ONE TRAINS THEM A
YEAR OR TWO BEFORE. That will be right
according to Rav Huna and Rav Nachman: A
YEAR OR TWO BEFORE [means] a year
before, according to Ravnic law, or two years
before, according to Biblical law. But according
to Rav Yochanan, there is a difficulty!6 Rav
Yochanan will tell you: One or two years before
means: before their reaching maturity. Come
and hear: For Rabbah ben Samuel taught: One
does not afflict children on the Day of
Atonement, but one trains them a year, or two,
before their attaining maturity. That will be right
according to Rav Yochanan, but according to
Rav Huna and Rav Nachman this presents a
difficulty. — [These] Ravs will tell you: “Training’
here means ‘fasting to the end of the day’. But
has ‘training’ the meaning of ‘fasting to the end
of the day’? Was it not taught: What is training?
If he was accustomed to eat at the second
hour [eight o'clock], one feeds him now at the
third hour [nine o'clock]; if he was accustomed
to eat at the third hour, one feeds him now at
the fourth.9 Raba ben ‘Ulla said, There are
two kinds of training.
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