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The piyyut below was written by Rabbi Ya’akov Abihatzeira, an
important religious figure in 19th-century Morocco. Sung in
Moroccan communities primarily in honor of Shavuot, the piyyut
portrays the Israelites’ acceptance of the Torah at Sinai. It depicts
God as the beloved bridegroom entering into a figurative marriage
with Israel, the bride, and playfully riffs on the Ten
Commandments. Each stanza ends with the word tov (good),
perhaps referencing the counting of the Omer (culminating with
Shavuot), during which many take stock of all that is good in their
lives each day.
During Shavuot we are also expected to imagine that we ourselves
are standing at Sinai receiving the Torah. We can do that by
making Torah / Jewish texts our own in the present moment. I've
done that this week by layering my own vocal accompaniment into
this beautiful piyyut recording by Israeli Rabbi Yosef Avuchatzira.
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Adonai Eloheinu gave us through Moses our master
A lesson of good so offer God thanks for this good
My beloved descended to his garden to sanctify us as a bride
His precepts God commanded us: avoid evil and work at good
On the holy day of Shabbat the sixth day's eve in that month
The bridegroom married his bride—as kin who share what is good
His banner protects me with love for my beloved is exalted above ten
thousand
God comes from Sinai: all may see this good
I am and You shall not have—a word is a thing than can kill or revive
God is and subsumes all time and is the ethical and the good
Blessed is He and blessed His name who commanded his people
You shall not take His name in vain, God said: not good
The day of Shabbat is calm with no distress or sigh
Joy and felicity give voice and here: the light is good
This day's gift to you, if you will honor it all your days
And your father and mother—a long life and also the good
God's image and reflection: You shall not murder for you shall die
Including animals and beasts for God is to all only good
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 הֵ ינוּ ל ֶַקח טוֹב נ ַָתן לָנוּ- ֱה' א
עַ ל יַד מֹ ֶשׁה ַרבֵּ נוּ הוֹדוּ לַה' כִ י טוֹב
ֹודי י ַָרד לְ גַנּ ֹו וּכְ ַכלָּה ִק ְדּ ָשׁנוּ
ִ דּ
בְּ ִמצוו ָֹתיו ִצוָּ נוּ סוּר מֵ ָרע וַ עֲ ֵשׂה טוֹב
וּבְ יוֹם הַ ַשּׁבָּ ת קֹ דֶ שׁ הוּא יוֹם ִשׁ ָשּׁה ַלחֹדֶ שׁ
אַחים מַ ה טוֹב
ִ חָ ָתן ַכּלָת ֹו ִקדֵּ שׁ כְּ ֶשׁבֶ ת
ִדּגְ ל ֹו עָ לַי אַהֲ בָ ה דּו ִֹדי ָדגוּל מֵ ְמ ְרבָ בָ ה
ה' ִמ ִסּינַי בָּ א וַ ֵתּ ֶרא אוֹת ֹו כִּ י טוֹב
וּמחַ יֶּה
ְ אָנוֹכִ י וְ א י ְִהיֶה ָדבָ ר מֵ ִמית
הָ יָה ֹהוֶה וְ י ְִהיֶה הוּא הַ יּ ָָשׁר וְ הַ טּוֹב
בָּ רוּך הוּא וּבָ רוּ ְשׁמ ֹו אֲ ֶשׁר ִצוָּ ה לְ עַ מּ ֹו
א ִת ָשּׂא ל ַָשּׁוְ א ְשׁמ ֹו אָמַ ר אֱ ִהים א טוֹב
יוֹם הַ ַשּׁבָּ ת ְמנוּחָ ה א יָגוֹן וַ אֲ נָחָ ה
קוֹל ָשׂשׂוֹן וְ קוֹל ִשׂ ְמחָ ה וְ ִהנֵּה הָ אוֹר כִּ י טוֹב
חַ יִּים וָ חֶ סֶ ד לְ ִאם ְתּכַבֵּ ד כָּל יָמֶ י
אָבִ י וְ ִאמֶּ ִא ְמּ אֹ ֶר י ִָמים וְ גַם טוֹב
צֶ לֶם אֱ ִהים ְוּדמוּת א ִת ְרצַ ח כִּ י מוֹת ָתּמוּת
גָּם חַ יּוֹת גַּם בְּ הֵ מוֹת כִּ י ה' ַלכֹּל טוֹב

Have courage You shall not commit adultery and God will not rage
Not an angel or seraph but God who loves days that reveal good

י ְַשׁר חַ יִל א ִתנְ אָף אֱ זַי אֲ זַי א יֶחֱ ֶרה אָף
א מַ לְ ָא וְ א ָשׂ ָרף אֹ הֵ ב י ִָמים לִ ְראוֹת טוֹב

Keep your distance from those acts—do not steal or cover up
Just the law of Moses—taste it and see how good

ָרחֹק ִתּ ְרחַ ק א ַתעֲ ֶשׂה א ִתגְ נֹ ב א ְתכַסֶּ ה
כִּ י ִאם בְּ תו ַֹרת מֹ ֶשׁה טַ עֲ מוּ ְוּראוּ טוֹב

Acquire but don't resell the truth—responding as inflamed with drink
Don't covet and remember the precepts always—you won't suppress the
good
Vital and holy One exempt us—pure and ethical One answer us
Accept our prayer for more than life itself the kindness of your love is
good
Translation: Piyut North America

אֱ מֶ ת ְקנֵה אַל ִתּ ְמכֹּר א ַתעֲ נֶה כְ ִשׁכּוֹר
וּמ ְצווֹת אַל ִתּ ְמנַע טוֹב
ִ א ַת ְחמֹ וֹד ָזכֹר ִתּזְ כֹּר
חֲ ִסין ָקדוֹשׁ חָ נֵּנוּ ַז וְ י ָָשׁר עֲ נֵנוּ
ַקבֵּ ל ְתּפִ ילּ ֵָתנוּ חַ ְס ְדּ מֵ ַחיִּים טוֹב
Listen to Dr. Dardashti’s recording at:
www.jtsa.edu/making-torah-our-own

