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Va'ad Gemilut Hasadim




Va’ad Gemilut Hasadim:

Susan and Jack Rudin Center for Community Outreach

2007-2008 Educational Programs
T’shuvah and Tikkun ‘Olam: Reviewing Our Commitment Towards Helping Others

Stephanie Ruskay, JTS rabbinical student and founder of the American Jewish World Service Rabbinical Student Delegation program, led this timely text study and discussion during the days prior to Yom Kippur.

How the Environment Acts as a Bridge to Peace in the Middle East

In response to a spring 2007 survey of the JTS community showing a strong interest in programming related to the environment, Rabbi Michael Cohen, director of Special Projects at the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies in Israel, was invited to address JTS students, faculty, and staff. Rabbi Cohen reflected on Arava’s research and work and spoke about this unique school that prepares future Arab and Jewish leaders to cooperatively solve the region's environmental challenges.

Walk With Me
As part of the New York State Assembly and Senate’s legislative resolution proclaiming October 26 a day to “Walk With Me,” JTS once again joined with other colleges in New York State for a silent procession to raise awareness of domestic violence. Prior to the walk, Rabbi Lisa Gelber explored the values of our Jewish tradition that call on us to acknowledge and address this global issue. Rabbi Gelber also led participants in a communal prayer for victims of domestic violence. Rabbi Gelber is the associate dean of The Rabbinical School and former board member of Faith Trust Institute, a national multi-faith organization working to end sexual and domestic violence. This event was coordinated with Isha el Akhota: The Women’s Center at JTS.

The Tunnel of Oppression

The Tunnel of Oppression has been implemented at many different universities across the United States. It seeks to educate its participants through multi-sensory presentations and interactive discussions about how discrimination manifests itself in our society. Planned by a committee of JTS students, faculty, and staff, our Tunnel of Oppression included three scenes focusing on age, body image, and disabilities. A public display that included facts and statistics helped raise awareness about other types of discrimination and oppression, and pamphlets were created that included resources for advocacy, further education, and volunteer opportunities. The Tunnel of Oppression was open to all JTS students, faculty, and staff; participants also included students and teachers of the Rebecca and Israel Ivry Prozdor High School. 

Homeless in New York City
A guest speaker who was formerly homeless shared her experiences of the shelter system in New York City. This program was especially meaningful for those who volunteer at the Ansche Chesed Homeless Shelter, giving volunteers a deeper understanding of what it is like to be homeless in New York City and helping them see the impact of their volunteer service. 
Rudin Center Art Exhibit
The Rudin Center Art Exhibit featured art, music, and poetry related to the theme of community. The exhibit included submissions by JTS students, staff, and faculty and aimed to give everyone at JTS the opportunity to explore community service and social action through art. Artwork created by members of BCI's School of Healing Arts and DOROT's Siorta Center for Intergenerational Arts was also displayed at the exhibit, strengthening the relationship between the Rudin Center and these partner organizations and demonstrating how the arts can be used to help and heal others. 

The Healing Sounds of Music

To complement the Rudin Center Art Exhibit, Judy Ribnick, LCSW, director of Community Services at DOROT and Charles Gourgey, a music therapist, discussed the use of music to help people connect with others. A member of DOROT’s senior chorus spoke about the positive impact the chorus has had on her life.
Conference on Autism Awareness and Inclusion in the Jewish Community
Spearheaded by a student in List College, and planned with the help of a student committee, this conference helped educate the JTS community on autism spectrum disorder. The conference included a variety of programs to prepare future cantors, rabbis, educators, and lay leaders to build more aware and inclusive Jewish communities and institutions. Speakers included Rabbi Cantor Zvi Rosen, educator at Shema Kolainu, a school for children with autism; Dr. Aryeh Davidson, assistant professor of Jewish education at JTS, and founder of Tikvah, a program for adolescents with learning disabilities at a Ramah camp in Northern Wisconsin; Rabbi Jim Rosen of Beth El Temple in West Hartford, Connecticut, who has written extensively in the area of disability and Judaism; and a panel of JTS students who each spoke about their experiences working with children with autism.

