Va’ad Gemilut Hasadim:
Susan and Jack Rudin Center for Community Outreach
2005-2006 Annual Summary
The 2005-2006 academic year at JTS has been another exciting year for the Va’ad Gemilut Hasadim: Susan and Jack Rudin Center for Community Outreach as we celebrated its twentieth year.  To commemorate this special milestone, we organized a photo exhibit, including an opening luncheon.  In addition to the current programs in which JTS students, faculty, and staff volunteer on an ongoing basis, the Rudin Center has organized and coordinated many new initiatives and other programs for the JTS community.  In conjunction with all the activities and programs, the Rudin Center has raised over $21,000 from the JTS community to help individuals and communities in need.

Below is a list of agencies and programs that the Rudin Center, has facilitated this past year.  Many of the volunteer opportunities were weekly, while others had varied time commitments.
The Ansche Chesed Homeless Shelter and The Stephen Wise Homeless Shelter - Over the course of the year, JTS was responsible for staffing the shelters on forty-one occasions.  Approximately forty students and staff participated in sleeping in the shelter at least one of those nights.

Everybody Wins! Power Lunch at P.S. 125 –Twenty-three students, faculty and staff read with the children at PS 125 on a weekly basis for the entire year.  Additionally, the Rudin Center offered three curriculum training sessions to train our volunteers to become better reading partners.
God's Love We Deliver – Ten students and staff participated in God’s Love We Deliver this year.  Volunteers delivered food daily from JTS to individuals living with HIV/AIDS and other serious illnesses in the Morningside Heights community.  Some volunteered on a weekly basis while others delivered food once a month.

DOROT - Students visit and delivered holiday meals to the elderly living on the Upper West Side.  
Correspondence with Prisoners –Students corresponded with individual prisoners through the prison chaplain.  
Jewish Home and Hospital Shabbat Visits—Students volunteered on a bi-monthly basis to help welcome Shabbat with the elderly at this local facility.  Volunteers sang, prayed, and gave divrei torah for the residents on two floors.

In addition to the ongoing volunteer opportunities, the Rudin Center has sponsored many events over the 2005-2006 academic year.  These events were either in conjunction with community agencies or solely the work of JTS. When appropriate, the program was planned with assistance from students and faculty.

The following is a list of programs and initiatives that were instituted during the 2005-2006 academic year.  Where explanation is needed, there is a brief description of the program and, when possible, attendance numbers are included.  
· List 101 Project – This provided first-year List College students the opportunity to do gemilut hasadim with the Rudin Center, Columbia University, or Barnard College.  Seventy percent of the first-year class volunteered at least eight hours of their time with a Rudin Center program during their first semester at JTS!  At the conclusion of the fall semester, List 101 students participated in an in-class discussion where themes of tzedakah, gemilut hasadim, and tikkun olam were discussed.

· Darfur Rally—More than 100 JTS community members attended the Darfur Rally in Washington, D.C. on April 30.  To accommodate the interest, JTS completely filled two buses.  Other JTS community members attended the rally, but went with their own communities.
· Domestic Violence Awareness Programming Series—a two week programming series initiated by students.  Programs included a general study of domestic violence in the Jewish community with JTS’s professional school students, a discussion with List College students, a text study led by Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz,a session on mandated reporting,  and a theatrical performance by a world-renowned Israeli actress.  This series was truly a highlight of this academic year for the Rudin Center. 
· Rudin Center Shabbaton – The Rudin Center sponsored a Shabbaton focused on international Jewry.  Scholars spoke at a Shabbat dinner about Russian and Chinese Jewry.  At the se’udah shelishit, JTS students spoke about how they volunteered abroad and a representative from AJWS highlighted their programs.  Over sixty students attended this highly successful Shabbaton.
· Social Action Seder—A social action seder lunch, led by the Educational Programming Associate, taught JTS community members on how to integrate social action themes into their s’darim.
· Race To Deliver - JTS assembled a team.  They collected sponsors and raced to raise money for God’s Love We Deliver.

· Thanksgiving and Christmas Programs –JTS community members also participated in preparing and serving meals to those in need on Thanksgiving.  Students, faculty and their families helped to deliver food to homebound individuals living with HIV/AIDS on Christmas Day.  

· JTS Student Tzedakah Campaign—In March, trained JTS student committee heads solicited fellow students to donate tzedakah.  Mailers were created and distributed to the entire JTS community as well.  Student participation increased at this drive as compared to the 2004-2005 Purim Tzedakah Campaign.
· Purim Tzedakah Campaign – Developed and launched a new campaign intranet program.  Tzedakah raised by the sending of mishloach manot to fellow community members.  Individuals also made donations to fulfill the mitzvah  of matanot l'evyonim.  We raised approximately $15,000.

· Book Donation and Auction - Program in which the Rudin Center collects used Judaic books from individuals in the extended JTS community. The book sets were sold to students at a live auction to raise funds for tzedakah.  Raised approximately $2800.
· Book Drive – This year, in conjunction with the JTS Israel Va’ad, the Rudin Center collected over one hundred books to be sent to Har V'Gai Regional School in Israel. Additionally, books were sponsored by students, faculty and, staff at JTS.  They were then purchased from an Israeli publishing company.  All of the books will be used by English language students in the school's middle and high schools.
· Rudin Center Donation Cards - Donations ranged from $2.50 per card to one person who donated $125.

· 3 Blood Drives – One drive was held in the Fall and two during the Spring semester where the JTS community donated about one hundred pints of blood! 
· 3 Clothing Drives -The clothing was donated to The Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty.  Another clothing drive was held in Goldsmith Hall in May for List College seniors.
· 2 Food Drives - November and March – The food was donated to City Harvest and to Riverside Church.

· Rudin Center 20th Anniversary Celebration
· Photo Exhibit—this photo exhibit captured the history of the Rudin Center from its inception in 1985 to the present. From volunteerism to tzedakah, the photographs represented the many ways in which the Rudin Center reaches out to those in need.  An opening reception was held to commemorate this milestone featuring remarks by Rabbi Carol Davidson, Vice Chancellor of Institutional Advancement and former Rudin Center Coordinator, Rabbi Joseph Brodie, Vice President for Student Affairs Emeritus, and Kate O’Brien, William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Education, Graduate School student and the Educational Programming Associate.

· Tote Bag Give Away
· Volunteer Appreciation Party—Planned and implemented by the Volunteer Coordinator, this party demonstrated the Rudin Center's appreciation for every volunteer who served our community for five or more hours.
· Volunteer Evaluations—Volunteer Evaluation Forms were created and distributed.  Results will be analyzed and appropriate modifications will be implemented next year.

· Rudin Center Liaison Program—Each school chose one student to represent their school on the Rudin Center Roundtable and Allocations Committee.  These liaisons also created programs specifically catered to their particular school's student interests.  For example, the Davidson liaison developed and implemented the Domestic Violence Awareness Series.
· Haar Family Memorial Kallah Mitzvah Project—Student participants created apple-shaped tzedakah boxes in time for Rosh HaShanah.
· Links to Leadership Retreat Mitzvah Project—Students created artistic birthday cards for DOROT clients and volunteered to deliver meals for DOROT’s Pesah Delivery the next day.
· Synagogue School Outreach Program—Providing volunteer opportunities for local and visiting Hebrew school groups.  A pre-Bar/Bat Mitzvah class visited JTS, cooked and ate dinner with the guests at a local homeless shelter. 
· Volunteer Leadership Program—An enrichment program for a dozen JTS students who demonstrate a deep commitment to social action.  This group volunteered together and attended monthly educational seminars.  Topics included poverty, homelessness, social action versus social justice, service-learning, and fundraising.
· Social Work Seminar—Taught the JTS social work seminar class about the secular and Jewish perspectives on social action.  Discussion focused on the students’ unique dual curriculum and their future as Jewish professionals living in a secular country.
· Columbia University Dance Marathon—Co-sponsored the Columbia University Dance Marathon to benefit the Pediatric AIDS Foundation.
Tzedakah 
The Annual Tzedakah Campaign included two campaigns again this year, the JTS Student Tzedakah Campaign and a Purim Tzedakah Campaign.  

The Purim Tzedakah Campaign returned to the internet as we developed a new website for the program.  The website allows participants to select individuals in the community to receive a Purim greeting on their behalf.  It also provides the Coordinator of Community Outreach with the ability to create various reports.
The Purim Tzedakah Campaign raises tzedakah through Mishloach Manot and matanot l'evyonim (Purim Campaign).
Money collected for tzedakah benefited individuals as well as agencies in need. Organizations that received donations this year include, but are not limited to, UJA, God's Love We Deliver, Women In Need, Inc., Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty, Stop Hunger Now and Alyn Hospital.

Tzedakah Boxes, Donation Cards, Book Sales and a Book Auction also raised tzedakah.

In addition to the Rudin Center allocations recipients, the Rudin Center sponsored JTS students participating in AJWS’ Alternative Spring Break trip to Nicaragua.
The Rudin Center has developed ongoing relationships with a few individuals in need.  Tzedakah is given to these individuals several times throughout the year, particularly prior to hagim.

The JTS community also raised money for the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism’s Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund.  We also held toiletry and school supply drives for the communities in need.

Total Number of Participants in Volunteer and Other Rudin Center Programs

Over 450 individual members of the JTS community participated in a Rudin Center program this academic year.

New initiatives are italicized.


