
Va’ad Gemilut Hasadim: Susan and Jack Rudin Center for Community Outreach
2002-2003 Annual Summary

The 2002-2003 academic year at JTS has been another outstanding year for the Va’ad Gemilut Hasadim: Susan and Jack Rudin Center for Community Outreach.  In addition to the many agencies that JTS students, faculty, and staff volunteer with on a weekly basis, the Rudin Center has organized and coordinated many programs for the JTS community in which to participate. In conjunction with all the activities and programs, the Rudin Center has raised from the JTS community over $23,000 to help individuals and communities in need.

Below is a list of agencies and programs that the Rudin Center, has hosted and participated in on an ongoing basis.  Many of the volunteer opportunities were weekly, while others had varied time commitments.

The Ansche Chesed Homeless Shelter and The Steven Wise Homeless Shelter - Over the course of the year, JTS was responsible for sixty-five nights of staffing the shelters.  Thirty students and staff participated in sleeping in the shelter at least one of those nights.

Everybody Wins! Power Lunch at P.S. 125 –Students, faculty and staff read with the children at PS 125 on a weekly basis for the entire year.  A grant from the AXA foundation helped fund our special Literacy Initiative.

God's Love We Deliver - Students and staff participated in God’s Love We Deliver by delivering food to individuals living with HIV/AIDS.  Some volunteered on a weekly basis while others delivered food once a month.

Morningside Area Alliance - Stone Gym after school program - Students participated in the after school program either through tutoring or by acting as social companions for the children who attend the program.  Weekly, or bi-weekly commitments.

Dorot - Students became weekly visitors to elderly people living on the upper West Side.  
BCI Soup Kitchen –Students and staff volunteered on a weekly basis at BCI over the year.  Volunteers worked in the soup kitchen preparing meals as well as with the clients on a variety of projects.  Generally volunteers worked for 1-2 hours at a time.

Mount Sinai Hospital - Students volunteered on a weekly basis working with Rabbi Oberstein at the hospital.  They participated in Bikur Cholim.

Correspondence with Prisoners –Students began corresponding with individual prisoners through the prison chaplain.  We have more than quadrupled the number of students who work with this program over the past year.  

In addition to the ongoing volunteer opportunities, the Rudin Center has sponsored many events over the 2002-2003 academic year.  These events were either in conjunction with community agencies or solely the work of JTS. When appropriate, the program was planned with assistance from students and faculty.

Following is a list of programs and initiatives that were instituted the 2002-2003 academic year.  Where explanation is needed, there is a brief description of the program and, when possible, attendance numbers are included.

· Incoming Student Orientation Social Action Project - Incoming graduate level students went to BCI Soup Kitchen and Westside Campaign against Hunger to volunteer.  Students spent two hours volunteering during orientation.  At List orientation, students made sandwiches to feed those in need.  The sandwiches were delivered to BCI by two of their classmates.

· Race To Deliver - JTS assembled a team of eight students that collected sponsors and raced to raise money for God’s Love We Deliver.

· Hazon Bike Ride – 11 JTS students participated in the second northeast bike ride.  This 2 day ride benefited agencies and organizations that teach about the environment from a Jewish perspective.  
· List 101 presentation – This provided an opportunity for first year List College students to learn about the Rudin Center and the programs that are sponsored through the Rudin Center.  Students had the opportunity to sign up to participate in the Race to Deliver as well as any of our on going projects.

· Sukkot Meals – The Rudin Center in coordination with student life and the holiday meals in the sukkah, collected $500 to donate to Mazon.

· Sukkah Sports Night – Food and TV in the Sukkah at JTS.  Over 100 people from the JTS community attended the event. Information was given to raise awareness about domestic violence and the proceeds of the event were donated to Women In Need and to Hazon.

· Book Donation - Created and organized by one student, a program is underway in which the Rudin Center collects used Judaic books from individuals in the extended JTS community. The books are in turn sold to students at reduced rates at a book sale and book auction to raise funds for tzedakah.  This year we collected over 2,000 books for sale to JTS students.

· Book Drive – This year in conjunction with our new Literacy Initiative, the Rudin Center raised funds to sponsor over 250 books for the Everybody Wins! library at PS 125.  These books were sponsored by the students, faculty and, staff at JTS.  They were then purchased and donated to PS 125.  This constituted a contribution of approximately $2,000 worth of books.

· Rudin Center Literacy Festival – This spring, students from PS 125’ s Everybody Wins! program came to JTS for an afternoon of programming relating to literacy.  This program included storytelling, crafts projects and a celebration for the children at PS 125.

· Shabbat Lunch at the Jewish Home and Hospital - Students from JTS went to the Jewish Home and Hospital to have Shabbat Lunch and sing Zmirot with the residents.  This program occurred four times during the academic year.

· Dorot Hannukah & Passover Package Delivery - Fifteen JTS students delivered Hannukah and Passover packages to individuals living on the upper West Side.

· Christmas Food Delivery –Students, Faculty and their families helped to deliver food to homebound individuals on Christmas Day.

· Mathilde Schecter Residence Hall Can Drive – The Rudin Center sponsored a can drive that collected over 400 cans of food for New York's needy.

· Israel Support – The Rudin Center organized the collection of children’s toys, school supplies, and crafts which were brought to Israel by JTS students attending a solidarity mission.  Students also collected money to be donated once they arrived in Israel.
· Lecture from a representative of the Jewish Multiracial Network.

· World AIDS Day – A day long program comprised of fundraising, education about AIDS in the world today and a presentation from an adult currently living with AIDS.

· Begging on Broadway – Vice chancellor Carol Davidson facilitated a program and discussion about dealing with people who ask for money (tzedakah) on the streets of NY.  
· Homeless Survey – JTS students and staff joined with hundreds of New Yorkers in a survey of homeless individuals in NYC.

· Purim Tzedakah Campaign - Mishloach Manot and Matanot L'Evyonim.  This campaign raised over $15,000.

· 2 Blood Drives - Fall and Spring 
· 2 Clothing Drives - in total, collected 75 large bags full of clothing.  The clothing was then donated to The Momentum AIDS Project and the Salvation Army.

· 2 Food Drives - December and April – All of the food was donated to City Harvest.

· 1 Passover Food Drive – "Food for Fines" was sponsored in conjunction with the JTS Library.  Students were permitted to donate Kosher for Passover food in lieu of paying a monetary fine for their overdue library books.  

· Project Ezra – Students acted as translators from Hebrew to Russian at a Passover seder for elderly living on the Lower East Side.

· Rudin Center Shabbat – The Rudin Center sponsored a Shabbat program on Organ Donation.  The speakers included an organ transplant recipient, the executive director of the Organ Donation Network and, a JTS professor who discussed Jewish Law and organ donation.  More than 70 students and 20 individuals from the larger community participated in one or both.
· Rudin Center Roundtable – The Rudin Center roundtable was comprised of students, faculty and staff at JTS who are concerned about and connected to the Rudin Center.  This committee served as an advisory board.

· End of the year collection - Collected food, clothing and kitchen appliances as students moved out of the residence halls at the end of the spring semester.  
· Rudin Center Donation Cards - Donations ranged from $2 per card to one person who donated $250.

· Rudin Center pen give away.

· Rudin Center Brochure – The new Rudin Center brochure is being printed.  It will illustrate examples of the great work that we do here at JTS.  The brochure will be used internally as well as a fundraising tool for JTS.

Tzedakah 
Raised through Mishloach Manot (purim campaign), Tzedakah Boxes, Donation Cards, and Book Sales.

In addition to the Rudin Center allocations recipients, the Rudin Center has sponsored two students on a trip to El Salvador with AJWS.   

This year the Rudin Center was able to collect donations for two very needy individuals in our own community.  JTS was able to raise $3500 to help Donna Glazer (a parent of one of our LC students) receive an organ transplant.  We were also able to collect $2500 to help cover funeral expenses for one of the employees in the kitchen whose 13 year old son passed on tragically.

Team JTS for the Hazon Environmental Bike Ride raised over $5500 to benefit the environment.

Money collected for tzedakah went to individuals as well as agencies in need.  The allocations were decided by a representative committee of students and staff at JTS.  The organizations that received donations include but are not limited to; UJA, Dorot, Women In Need, City Harvest, AJWS and Magen David Adom.
The Rudin Center also co-sponsored the Columbia Dance Marathon for Pediatric AIDS, the Dorot Package Delivery, and the Beyond Shelter Coalition.

Total Number of Participants in Volunteer and other Rudin Center Programs

An estimated 350 – 400 individual members of the JTS community participated in one way or another to a Rudin Center program this academic year.  
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