
ble citizenship and leadership. 
And our dual-degree programs 
remain unique in providing 
students with the opportunity to 
forge a unique synthesis in 
their education. 

This year, as we celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Teach-
ers Institute—the precursor to 
List College—and the 30th anni-
versary of the Double Degree 
Program with Barnard College, 
we can take great pride in our 
legacy while gaining inspiration 
to continue our work. As JTS’s 
undergraduate school enters its 
second century, we at List re-
mained ever committed to pro-
viding a first-rate Jewish educa-
tion to young men and women, 
enabling them to synthesize 
their American and Jewish iden-
tities.  When I look at List Col-
lege students and alumni, I 
know that I am seeing the cur-
rent and future lay and profes-
sional leaders who will shape 
the Jewish future. ■  

Today, in the midst of the 2009-
10 academic year, it’s hard to 
imagine the landscape of higher 
Jewish learning a century ago. 
Today, young men and women 
looking for advanced Jewish 
learning and professional train-
ing are presented with myriad 
offerings. Just 100 years ago, in 
1909, such choices were se-
verely limited, especially for 
women. At that time, in the 
midst of the mass migration of 
Jews from Eastern Europe, 
American Jewish leaders felt an 
obligation to provide young Jew-
ish men and women with oppor-
tunities to obtain a modern, 
sophisticated Jewish education 
comparable to the secular edu-
cation that many would gain at 
local colleges. These leaders 
also felt compelled to prepare a 
select group of young men and 
women to serve as future edu-
cators—who would transmit the 
richness of Jewish life and cul-
ture to the next genera-
tion.  When Solomon Schechter 
appointed Mordecai M. Kaplan 
as the founding dean of JTS’ 
undergraduate division in 1909, 
the Teachers Institute, this is 
precisely what he had in mind. 
And thanks to Kaplan’s initia-
tive, creativity and passion, the 
Teachers Institute fulfilled this 
mandate. 

My maternal grandfather—Jacob 
Pearlstein, z”l, —was one of the 
lucky individuals who benefited 
from this education. A 1920 
graduate of the Teachers Insti-
tute as well as a graduate of City 
College, Pearlstein was born in 
eastern Europe, immigrated to 
the United States from Russia 
with his family when he was a 
child, and got a meager Heder 

education on the Lower East 
Side. He enrolled at JTS to 
deepen his Jewish knowledge 
and improve his Hebrew. He 
subsequently attended Tulane 
University Medical School and 
served as a family doctor in 
Brooklyn for decades. But it 
was his education at the Teach-
ers Institute that solidified a 
devotion to Zionism, Hebrew 
language, and Jewish culture. 
This enriched his life, and these 
passions he successfully 
passed on to his children and 
grandchildren. 

The concept of earning two 
bachelor degrees simultane-
ously was formalized through 
the creation in 1953 of the 
Joint Program with our 
neighbor, Columbia University. 
At its inception, the notion of 
the Joint Program as a pre-
rabbinic program predomi-
nated. Columbia’s president 
Grayson Kirk hailed the pro-
gram as a symbol of "the grow-
ing awareness by both institu-
tions of the need for a broad 
liberal arts background" for 
individuals who will "guide our 
country's spiritual life." 

But, over time, that vision once 
again broadened. In 1979, JTS 
formalized its dual-degree pro-
gram with New York's premier 
women’s college, Barnard. 

Today, though some men—and 
now women—still come to one 
of our dual-degree programs to 
prepare to enter rabbinical 
school, our mission is closer to 
what drew my grandfather to 
study here. We’re dedicated to 
more broadly preparing young 
men and women for responsi-
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Hannah Goodman (DD ’12) is a 
long-time camper and staff 
member at Camp Ramah 
Darom in Georgia, where she 
met Rafi Lehmann, a JTS rab-
binical student. Hannah writes 
about the way Rafi touched her 
life before his sudden and 
tragic death in September. 

One of the many reasons why I 
love camp is the close sense of 
community that is formed over 
the short weeks my friends and 
I spend there together. Some of 
the most influential people in 
my life—academically, spiritu-
ally, and morally—are people I 
have met at camp, and many of 
my best friends to this day are 
“camp friends.” With everyone’s 
crazy schedules and the stress 
of college, however, talking to 
these friends who are now 
spread out all across the coun-
try is not always the easiest 
task, and getting calls from 
them is always a treat. 

One day, while sitting in class, I 
got a call from a friend of mine. 
I was excited to see she had 
called and couldn’t wait for 
class to end so I could call her 
back. A few minutes later an-
other friend called, and when a 
third person called me, one 
whom I had not talked to in over 
a year, a knot began to tighten 
in my stomach. When class 
finally ended, I immediately 
checked my e-mail and saw two 
messages, one from JTS and 
one from Camp Ramah Darom, 
announcing Baruch Dayan 
Ha’Emet, “Blessed be the one 
of truth,” the traditional an-
nouncement of death. Rafael 
Lehmann, a fifth-year Rabbini-
cal student at JTS and my Rosh 
Eidah (unit head) at Camp 
Ramah Darom for two sum-
mers, had died. 

Rafi was not a List College stu-
dent himself, but his younger 

brother, Elie, had graduated 
from the Joint Program last 
spring. Rafi was an integral 
part of the greater JTS commu-
nity, as he embodied the soul 
and mission of JTS, a love and 
passion for Judaism, and a 
desire to incorporate Jewish 
teachings into everyday life. 
Rafi taught every person with 
whom he came into contact. He 
had a knack for understanding 
other people’s views and opin-
ions, and he used that ability to 
reach out to individuals even 
when he was teaching to a 
large group. Remembering 
Rafi’s upbeat attitude and com-
passion for others left all who 
knew him, either intimately or 
distantly, in shock after hearing 
the news. 

Immediately, questions of why 
and how where circulating 
among both the JTS and 
Ramah Darom communities—
the two communities which 
Rafi and I shared. I talked to 
more of my camp friends over 
the next few days than I had in 
any previous period I can re-
member. We were all struggling 
with a way to cope with the 
news. Rafi had not only been 
the head of our very tight unit, 
but since he had been with us 
for two summers, we all felt he 
was truly a part of our eidah, 
our memories, our experiences, 
and ourselves. Thus, by losing 
Rafi, we all felt as though we 
had lost a little piece of our-
selves. 

I have also never seen commu-
nities come together so quickly 
to support one another as I did 
in the days following Rafi’s 
death. Professors, administra-
tors, and students from all five 
JTS schools made the trip up to 
Boston for Rafi’s funeral and 
made shiva calls to his parents, 
brother, and fiancée. Those 
who went represented not only 

themselves, but also the en-
tire JTS community. The fact 
that professors sat beside 
students on the four-hour bus 
ride provided by the school 
showed me a community 
which not only teaches Jewish 
ideals, but one that applies 
them in times of need. In the 
weeks following Rafi's death 
JTS offered memorial services, 
counseling, and Mishnah 
study in Rafi's honor. The com-
munity came together to help 
one another and remember a 
student, classmate, friend, 
and mentor. 

In a similar fashion, my camp 
community came together. 
Since that day, a number of 
groups have been collecting 
money to donate to Camp 
Ramah Darom, an organiza-
tion about which Rafi was 
distinctly passionate. It was 
amazing to me to see how all 
the members of my eidah 
were able to support one an-
other after we heard the news. 
Though we were each affected 
differently and individually by 
Rafi, we came together in his 
honor to make a donation to 
camp in his name. We may be 
the eidah that used to drive 
him crazy, but we also recog-
nize that we are truly in debt 
to him for our growth during 
the two summers he fearlessly 
led us. At camp, Rafi was an 
iconic figure who moved 
through the ranks of the staff 
from counselor to Rosh Eidah 
to Rosh Tefillah (head of 
prayer), a position which 
suited his love of Judiasm and 
teaching. Though I and every-
one who knew Rafi are sad 
that we will never be able to 
learn from him again, I know 
he would be happy to see the 
community and legacy he 
helped build and the number 
of people he touched in his all-
too-short lifetime. ■  

Hannah Goodman, DD ’12 
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Dr. Milgram, who won the 
2008-2009 List College Pro-
fessor of the Year award, re-
cently sat down with us to talk 
about his love of teaching 
Talmud.  Dr. Milgram is him-
self a graduate of the Joint 
Program. 

 

What initially drew 
you to JTS when 
you were a stu-
dent?    

I went to public 
school in south 
Florida and be-
came more inter-
ested in Jewish 
practice and study 
due to the dyna-
mism of the local 
Conservative syna-
gogue's rabbi, 
Rabbi Avi Kapnek. 
I did not come 
from a religious 
home at all, but 
my parents, who 
emigrated from 
Venezuela, came 
from an institution-
ally traditional 
community and 
responded posi-
tively to my interest. To be sure, 
they were more supportive of 
my desire to be involved in Jew-
ish studies than in me pursuing 

my aspirations to be a profes-
sional musician. I played trum-
pet since childhood and was 
encouraged by my mentors to 
pursue music as a career, but 
my parents disapproved. So, I 
looked for a program that would 
push me academically, provid-
ing both an intense Jewish ex-
perience that was intellectually 
honest and a strong degree of 
rigor in secular studies as well. 
The Joint Program between 
Columbia and JTS, therefore, 
seemed tailor-made for me.    

What did you study, and who 
were some of your Talmud pro-
fessors?  What did JTS give you 
that you carried with you after 
graduating?   

I majored in Tal-
mud at JTS and in 
Comparative Litera-
ture (focusing on 
German and Latin 
American Litera-
ture) at Columbia. 
My professors at 
JTS included sev-
eral of my col-
leagues today in 
the Talmud depart-
ment: Professors 
Israel Francus 
(emeritus), Judith 
Hauptman, Richard 
Kalmin, David 
Kraemer, Burton 
Visotzky and Dov 
Zlotnick (emeritus). 
My eventual PhD 
advisor at Bar Ilan 
University, 
Shamma Friedman, 
is also a long-time 
Seminary profes-
sor.   

My involvement in 
JTS and Columbia 

communities was not only aca-
demic, however. I studied voice 
at Columbia, sang in Pizmon 

(Columbia/Barnard’s co-ed Jew-
ish a cappella group) and was a 
member of the Alpha Epsilon Pi 
fraternity. In addition, and 
probably most important, I met 
my wife Adina (Levine) while 
here. She was a student in the 
Double Degree program with 
Barnard.   

JTS gave me two things which 
propelled both my professional 
life as a professor of Jewish 
Studies and my personal com-
mitment to Judaism. The strong 
Hebrew language skills provided 
by years of study at JTS really 
helped me in graduate school in 
Israel. And JTS’s model of Jew-
ish belief and practice – the 
soul being nurtured by the cere-
bral – continues to enrich my 
own spiritual journey.     

Do you think you are especially 
qualified to teach List College 
students since you were once 
one yourself?  What is it you 
love about teaching Talmud? 

I think that coming from a simi-
lar background as some of my 
students—and watching them 
search at JTS for many of the 
same things I once did—does 
help me understand and better 
frame the material that I teach. I 
care deeply about the material 
and about my students. I want 
to make sure my students un-
derstand why Talmud is an es-
sential discipline to study even 
in the 21st century and why it 
remains relevant to intellectual 
and spiritual growth. I want to 
keep it fun, interesting, and 
immediate. I want to make clear 
the relevance and practicality of 
Talmudic wisdom. I think the 
students have responded posi-
tively to my efforts. I was ex-
tremely touched this past year 
when the List College student 
body voted me Professor of the 
Year. ■  

Dr. Jonathan Milgram, Professor of Talmud 
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Professor Interview 
At-a-glance:               

Dr. Jonathan Milgram 

• Educated at Co-
lumbia, JTS, Ye-
shiva University, 
and Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity 

• Coordinator of 
JTS’s Saul Lieber-
man Institute for 
Talmudic Re-
search, 1997-
2003 

• Assistant editor for 
Talmud and Rab-
binics for Encyclo-
pedia Judaica, sec-
ond edition, 2005 

• Former assistant 
rabbi at Park East 
Synagogue 

• Has conducted 
extensive research 
into inheritance 
law as presented 
in Tractate Bek-
horot, chapter 8 

• Dr. Milgram’s bio 
on the JTS website 

• New Jersey Jewish 
Standard article 
on Dr. Milgram 
receiving Profes-
sor of the Year 
honors 

http://www.jtsa.edu/x5678.xml?ID_NUM=100395
http://www.jtsa.edu/Documents/pagedocs/faculty_docs/milgram_j/milgram_article.pdf
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PRESS RELEASE: 
ARAVA INSTITUTE 
FOR ENVIRON-
MENTAL STUDIES, 
KIBBUTZ KETURA, 
ISRAEL 
 
Adi Segal (JP ’11) 
spent the fall semes-
ter on Kibbutz 

Ketura at the Arava Institute for Environ-
mental Studies; this spring, he is studying at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In No-
vember, Adi participated in a weeklong bike 
trip throughout Israel to raise funds for 
peace, partnership, and the environment. 
The following is a series of excerpts from the 
press release about his adventure. 

Kibbutz Ketura, Israel – On November 
3, Adi Segal set out on a journey of a life-
time. Following his passions for Israel, coex-
istence, and the environment, Segal decided 
raise money for the Arava Institute and Ha-
zon by participating in the Israel Ride. Along 
with 40 other participants, he rode from the 
northern city of Tzfat and ended at the 
southern border in Eilat.  

In describing his experience Segal stated: 
“This Ride provided a very unique vantage 
point of Israel. I’ve seen most of Israel in 
many different ways - small groups, large 
groups, hiking, busing, driving - but rolling 
through the country on a bicycle is an ex-
traordinary experience. To physically move 
yourself, at your own speed, through the 
land, allows for a whole new perspective. 
You better appreciate the height of moun-
tains, the geographic and climatic diversity 
of the small area, surrounding nature, 
and especially the diversity of the peo-
ple who live within.” 

Segal also studied this fall at the Arava 
Institute located on Kibbutz Ketura on the 
Israeli-Jordanian border. It is a multi-
faceted program; different from any other 
study abroad experience. The Institute is 
about the environment; it is about peace; it 
is about the Middle East; it is about living in 
the desert, and living on a kibbutz. Class-
mates and dorm mates are Israeli, Pales-
tinian, Jordanian, American, Jews, Muslims 
and Christians. 
 
 

Adi Segal (JP ’11), studying in Israel, bikes 
315 miles for peace and the environment 

Adi Segal 
Bergenfield, NJ 

List College in Action Around the World 

In discussing his semester, Segal re-
marked, “Being at the Institute is phe-
nomenal. To live in the desert, in the 
middle of nowhere, with Arabs, Israelis 
and other internationals is truly amazing. 
Since there is REALLY nothing else to 
do here, we have plenty of time to hang-
out, become friends, share interests, and 
THEN discuss the things that may divide 
us. I believe this is a unique experience 
that will greatly influence my life.” ■  

ORIGIN: TSFAT 

DESTINATION: EILAT 

Follow Adi’s adventures from day 
one through his spring semester in 
Jerusalem on his blog. 

http://www.adventureadi.blogspot.com
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Thanks to our donors! Elie Schwartz Memorial Scholarship 
Ruth Aach      
Linda & Len Abrams                
Adele Ajl                                     
Diane Ajl & Neil Kitrosser                          
Amy & Doug Ashinsky                     
Nadine Belkin                            
Mindy & Steve Blechman        
Karen & David Blivaiss                      
Roz Bolusky                                 
Pamela Shalen & Michael Brill                           
Shelly & Steve Brown                 
Mike Chapper                               
Bruce & Amy Chapper                  
Bobbi & Burt Cohen                    
Michelle & Arnold Cramer             
Melissa & Larry Crespy             
Claire & Bob Edelstein               
Judith & Jim Edelstein                
Josh & Judy Elkin                        
Eileen Finkelstein                         
Carol & Joe Friedman                 
Beth and David Galinsky              
Benjamin Gampel &  
      Miriam Schacter         
Robin & Steve Garfinkel            

Miriam & Bruce Genter             
Belinda & Alex Glijansky                   
Harry Goldberg                            
Lynne and Arnold Gordon             
Judy & Ed Grossman              
Sharon & Richard Hammerman 
Nellie & Robbie Harris               
Shelley & Evan Herbst                  
Adele & Mel Ilberman                     
Carol Ingall                                
Leora & Ron Isaacs                     
Alan & Sharon Iser                          
Eileen & Sol Kamhi                      
Fran & Michael Katz                         
Susan & Ted Kaufman                 
Jan Kaufman                            
Rhena and Steven Kelsen         
Allan Kensky                              
Goldie & Bob Kieval                     
Rebecca & Tim Kolman                     
Norm Koven                                
Bernadette & Noel Kriftcher          
Risa & David Krohn                         
Sandra & Gerald Kronsberg          
Jerry & Phyllis Rubin Kurshan                

Neil & Alisa Kurshan 
Ruth & Bob Layman                      
Bill & Beverly Lebeau                  
David & Sharon Lerner                      
Carol Levithan                             
Judy & Bill Loy                                   
Joyce & Martin Mann               
Sandy Marcowitz                              
Marilyn & Jeff Margulies                  
David & Roselyn Marion               
Joan Mattisinko                              
Miriam & Paul Maurer                
Maddy, Bob & Robyn Mierzejewski 
Dale & Phil Mintz                           
Louise & Doug Mund                  
Pam Nadell& Ed Farber                           
Phyllis & Gil Nerenberg                      
Anna Nerenberg & Marc Bernstein                
Miriam Newman &  
      Michael Pinnolis 
Jeanette, Dan & Family Norris         
Lynn & Larry Oxenberg               
Micah Peltz & Rachel Zivic   
Edward & Debbie Perkes            
Vicki & Arthur Perler                      

Joyce & Frank Podietz                        
Lynne & Fred Poritsky 
Roberta & Jay Post                           
Linda & Isaac Rabino              
Mayer and Renah Rabinowitz 
Sheila Rubin                                
Rachel & Steve Rudich                    
Sarah & Alan Schorr                            
Ivy & David Schreiber                     
Aviva & Joel Schwab                
 Jeff & Alanna Schwartz   
David & Lori Seed                      
Sandy Starkman & Larry Pachter                   
Ellen & Jay Steinberg                        
Len & Barbara Sugin                          
Laurie Turnof                              
Renee & Rob Van Naarden     
Sandy Edelman & Burt Visotzky                 
Leonard Wasserman                  
Susan Weinstein                         
Simmie & Allen Weiss                     
Jody & Steve Wernick     
Dava & Eric Yanoff                     
Pam, Joe, Hilary & Elizabeth  Yohlin 
Herbert & Rachel Yoskowitz 

Dean’s Fund 
Dennis & Ilene Berman             
Joseph & Barbara Breitman    
David Boder & Susan Grossman 
Jordan & Lorraine Cherrick        
Gary & Ruby Creditor                
Andrew & Claudia Dorsch        
David & Rochelle Eckstein            
Gary & Toby Ehrlich                           
Hector & Berta Epelbaum              
Michael & Suzette Fisher                 

Steven & Claire Green                
Clifford & Elissa-Beth Gross     
Bruce & Laurie Henkin              
Jerry & Susan Katz                    
Paul & Melissa Kerbel                          
Gary & Linda Kogon                 
Janet Kolodner                            
Eugene & Leah Krakowski         
Fred & Brenda Landes                       
Steven & Dina Leber                           

Aviva & Cory Lebson                             
Aaron Leibovic                                  
Peter & Sandra Levenberg             
Daniel & Robinn Magid               
Sandy Starkman & Larry Pachter                   
Steven & Sandy Passer               
Perry & Ellen Rank                             
Dirk Ruiz & Laura Beck             
Scott Schley & Michelle Portnoff 
Steven & Sharon Schwartz        

Roni & Rozanne Sehayik              
David & Susan Shaffer                   
James & Nancy Sherman                   
Rand & Constance Stack          
Richard & Kathleen Steinmann  
Richard Stup                               
Ralph & Lori Taber                   
Philip Wachs & Juliet Spitzer        
Paul & Rae Wallach                          
Reuben & Tami Warshawsky    
Richard & Audrey Winograd 

Fellowship in Jewish Social Entrepreneurship 
Menachem Creditor                   
Yael Hammerman                       
Rachelle Kaiserman                  

Rachel Lipsky                                 
Amy Liss      
Jonathan Lopatin                                   

Sara Pollack                                
Julie Rappoport                                  
Richard Reaven                                 

Robin Rosenbaum-Rubenstein 
Shoshana Sprague                     
Diane & Howard Wohl                

YAD Scholarship: Aimee Brookhart, Elly Cohen, Rachel Hilker, Eytan Kenter, Doron 
Kenter, Dana Kresel, Golda & Michael Och, Rachel Weinberger, Chavie Wexelberg-Clouser 

Annual Fund: Maya Dimant Lentz, Leah Klein, Bryan Lipsky, Andrea Wershof Schwartz 

List College Advisory Board Scholarship Fund: Stephen Bodzin, Carolyn Miller, Greenbaum Family 

Foundation, Small Favors Foundation.    Fellows Program: Andrea Wershof Schwartz  

Leonard & June Yohay 
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Ezra Androphy (JP ’00) and Gail Androphy announce the birth of their daughter, Sara Eliana Androphy, on May 27, 2009…Josh Blu-
menfeld (JP ’99) and Michelle Witman, along with big sister Shayna, announce the birth of their second daughter, Keren Eliana 
Blumenfeld on May 28, 2009…Nava (Edelman) Cohen (JP ’98) and Adam Cohen (JP ’98), along with big sisters Galya and Hila, 
announce the birth of their third child, Erez, on April 30, 2009…Anat Dotan (JP ’01) married Hagay Amar on October 1, 2009 in Beit 
Guvrin, Israel…Ilana Garber (DD ’00) and Adam Berkowitz announce the birth of their son, Noam Avizemer Berkowitz, on July 23, 
2009.  Ilana is a rabbi at Beth El Temple in West Hartford, CT… Faya Gene (JP ’03, Davidson ’05) recently became engaged to Brad 
Hoffman.  They plan to marry in May 2010 in Miami, FL…Jodi Hirsch Rein (JP ’02) and Steven Rein (Rabbinical School ’09) an-
nounced the birth of their son, Ari Lev Rein on October 8, 2009…Shanna (Ackerman) Hocking (JP '01) and Matt Hocking announce 
the birth of their son, Eli Ronen Hocking, on March 18, 2009…Lesley Hoffman (JP ’03, Davidson ’05) recently became engaged to 
Matt Goldenberg.  They plan to marry in fall 2010 in St. Louis, MO.  Lesley is the principal of the Sutton Place Synagogue’s Jackson 
Religious School.  They live in NYC…Jenny Labendz (DD ’02, Graduate School ’10) recently became engaged to Zalman New-

field.  They plan to marry in summer 2010.  Jenny 
earned her MPhil in 2009 and is currently working on 
her dissertation.  She plans to complete her PhD in 
Talmud at JTS in May 2010…Uri Monson (JP ’91) was 
named one the ten most influential Jewish leaders in 
Philadelphia by Inside Magazine, in its "Best of Philly" 
issue. Philadelphia Magazine named Uri "Wonk of the 
Year,” noting that, "In these desperate times, the ex-
ecutive director of the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Authority dispenses wisdom from under 
his yarmulke like a good-government rabbi."…Iris Paltin 
(JP ’03) earned a PhD in Clinical Psychology from Ford-
ham University in May 2009.  She relocated to Mary-
land in fall 2009 to begin a Post-Doctoral residency in 
pediatric neuropsychology at Children's National Medi-
cal Center, and in November 2009 she married Daryl 

Gruar…Hila Ratzabi (DD ’03) had her first book of poetry, The Apparatus of Visible Things, published by Finishing Line Press (2009). 
She also published her first article in the Forward, on being Jewish in an interfaith relationship (http://www.forward.com/
articles/116712/)...David Schnitzer (JP ’01) recently started a new job at the Pentagon in the Secretary of Defense's public liaison 
and community relations office, where he will be working as a political appointee on special events and other outreach projects. 
David spent 2007 and 2008 in DC and Chicago as the deputy research director for the Democratic National Committee.   He cur-
rently lives in Washington, DC…Sarah Weiss-Poland (JP ’99, Davidson ’03) had two ceremonies/prayers published on 
www.ritualwell.org: Blessing to Heal Infertility and Cremation and Burial Service…Shira (Tropp) Osher (JP ’02) married Noam Osher 
in Rehovot, Israel on Thanksgiving Day, 2009.  Just before her wedding, she also became a board certified physician in Internal 
Medicine. ...Ronit (Siegel) Berger (DD ’97) and Tadd Berger announced the birth of their third child, Tamar Sasha, on May 23, 
2009.  She joins big brother Noah and sister Penina. Ronit lives in Israel with her family. 

Alumni News: Where are our List College grads? 

2004-2006 
Lauren Appelbaum (JP ’05) recently became engaged to Jonathan Fusfield.  They plan to marry in June 2010. In November 2009, 
Lauren joined The Israel Project in Washington, DC, as its Media and Special Projects Coordinator…Eli (Kaiser-Blueth) Engler (JP 
’06) became the General Manager of Goodfriend Catering Company, a kosher catering company, in April 2009.  She lives in At-
lanta, GA with her husband, Elie… Yaffa Garber (DD ’07) and Ravid Tilles (Rabbinical School ’13) were married on July 2, 2009 in 
Quincy, MA.  Yaffa is the Life Cycle Coordinator at Congregation Bnai Jeshurun, and she began Yeshiva University's Wurzweiler 
School of Social Work in fall 2009… Ari Greenberg (JP ’04) and Tamar Kornblum (CC ’04) recently became engaged.  Ari is the CEO 
of Baveo.com that helps parents create baby blogs...Katie Hanus (JP ’06) earned her JD from Touro College’s Jacob D. Fuchsberg 

1990-2003 

www.Baveo.com
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Law Center in May 2009 and recently passed the NY State Bar.  Katie recently became engaged to Dr. Matthew Doscher.  They plan 
to marry in spring 2010.  She is currently working for Allstate Insurance…Noah Liben (JP ’05) and Nessa Heilpern announce the birth 
of their daughter, Ayelet Batya, on June 17, 2009.  Noah graduated from Fordham Law School in May 2009 and joined Mayer Brown 
LLP in January 2010 as a litigation associate.  He has been volunteering at the Jewish Community Relations Council in NYC for the 
past few months…Doron Kenter (JP ’05) – recently became engaged to Jennifer Pavane. Doron joined Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP in 
fall 2009... Josh Mohrer (JP ’04) recently became engaged to Petra Cramer.  They will be married in August 2010 in Los Angeles, CA 
and will continue to live in NYC. Josh entered the part-time MBA program at NYU’s Stern School of Business in September 2009…Yael 
Krieger (JP ’04) married Joshua Ladon on January 17, 2010 in Tampa, FL. Yael completed her studies at Pardes and is currently work-
ing on curriculum development and grant writing for The Bible Raps Project, while continuing to learn at the Conservative Yeshiva in 
Jerusalem.  …Michal (Raucher) Shear (JP ’05) won a Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Grant.  Michal is spending 2009-10 in Israel re-
searching the ways in which Orthodox Jewish women in Israel understand their pregnancies.  Michal is pursuing a PhD in Religion, 
with a focus in Bioethics, from Northwestern University…Andrea Wershof Schwartz (JP '04) is in her last year at the Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine; having just returned from a year in Israel, she and her husband Charlie Schwartz (Rabbinical School '11) serve as 
the List College Jewish Life Directors along with MSRH RDs Shira (Steinberg) Abraham (JP '06) and Steven Abraham (Rabbinical 
School '11)... Aliza (Slosberg) Weinstock (JP ’05, Davidson ’06) married Stuart Weinstock (CC ’06, School of the Arts ’09) on August 9, 
2009.  Aliza teaches at Solomon Schechter in Manhattan…Yael Weinstock (JP ’05) married Michael Mashbaum on January 14, 2010 
in Los Angeles, CA.  Yael made Aliyah in October 2006.  She is completing coursework toward an MA from Hebrew University in East-
ern European History and is currently the coordinator for the Bogrei Nativ Association and also works in the Internet Department for 
the International School of Holocaust Studies…Seth Wolkofsky (JP ’06) recently became engaged to Adeena Gabriel (BC ’05).  They 
plan to marry in August 2010. Seth is studying law at Seton Hall University and living in NYC.  …Hillary Yohlin (JP ’04) and Matt Waller 
became engaged on the beach in Ocean City, NJ at sunrise on Rosh Hashanah morning.  They will be married on June 27, 2010 in 
Turks and Caicos.  They will celebrate with family and friends in Philadelphia on July 17, 2010!   

Alumni News, continued 

Ariel Beinart (DD ’07, Rabbinical School ’14) and Matthew Russo (JP ’07) recently became engaged and plan to marry in August 
2010.  Ariel began JTS Rabbinical School in fall 2009, and Matt works for Teach for America... Amanda (Harris) Haberman (JP ’07) 
and Jeffrey Haberman (JP ’06) were married on August 2, 2009.  Both Amanda and Jeff are completing their third year at Emory Law 
School…Danielle Klein (JP ’08) began an MA in Interior Design and Architecture at Drexel University in June 2009… Rachel Lipsky (JP 
’09) will enroll in Stony Brook School of Dental Medicine in Fall 2010…Anya Manning (DD ’07) and Elie Lehman (JP ’09) recently be-
came engaged.  Anya is completing her second year as 
an Insight Fellow, and Elie is a paralegal at Epstein & 
Weil in NYC.  Anya was also selected for the Nahum 
Goldmann Fellowship, a special institute aimed at nur-
turing a new generation of Jewish communal leader-
ship across the world.  Anya and Elie live in NYC and 
plan to marry on June 20, 2010…Noah Mencow (JP 
’08) and Shira Hichenberg were married on November 
1, 2009 in Maryland.  Noah is a preschool educator at 
the JCC in Manhattan and also teaches at several sup-
plemental religious schools in NYC…Justin Rosen (JP 
’08) recently became engaged to Avi Smolen, and they 
plan to marry in fall 2010.  Justin is completing the 
Insight Fellowship this year and plans to pursue a 
graduate degree in theology – he has been admitted to 
Cambridge University… Nicole Yeroshalmi (JP ’09) recently became engaged to David Berman (CC ’08).  Nicole is a first-year medical 
student at University of Texas, Southwestern Medical School.…Chavie Wexelberg-Clouser (JP ’07) is a Donor Relations Associate at 
Smile Train in NYC…   

2007-2009 

CONDOLENCES to... 

Elie Lehmann (JP ’09) on the death of his brother Rafael Lehmann 

Justin Rosen (JP ‘08) on the death of his grandfather 

Marielle Gross (JP ’09) on the death of her grandfather 

Jonah Rank (JP ‘10) on the death of his grandfather 

Ariella (JP ’09) and Adina (DD ’11) Rosen on the death of their grandmother 

Leslie Goldress (Seminary College ’68) on the death of her mother  

The family of Golda Och z”l  (Teachers Institute ’57)  

The family of Professor Yochanan Muffs z”l (TI ’52, RS ’58) Myer and Fannie 

Rapaport Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of Bible and Religion 
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REACHING NEW HEIGHTS ■ List College juniors Ilana Krakowski, Jacob Levenfeld, Adina Rosen, 
Adi Segal, and Lauren Carel are spending the semester studying in Jerusalem. 
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